
SCHOOL--Majori t~ of TAX PAYERS voting at F:l lerction under 
Se·c. 92 5 R. S. Mo . 1929, increases tax l evy. 
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F1LE UJ. 

.Y.r . O. A. Ka..np , 
Prorecut ing \t•orney 

------.J t,J 

" A. • Drunert 
Jonesburg , Mi ssouri 

Dear Sir: 

Your letter of Haren 21,1933 at hana wanting an 
o inion rel F-t ive to the cvn~truction of Sec t ion 9225 R. s. 
• o . 1929, wher e in the pr opo::i tio::1 t c increase t axes is 
bein~ suggested t o th ; voters of sai d ecbool d i s trict . 

In r eply wi l l ~ay the st c.t u t c subj ect to the 
m~i1!lum pr ovL.a.ed. by t he coTlstruc ~ i cn t:·t t - : 

.t•• sh~ l c;ubn1.t t o t h e voters of said 
school di =trict ho are tax payers of 
such ncl~ol di Rt rict,••• whether the rLte 
of taynti~n b~ 1ncre~sed r5 u·oposecl by 
;;"id boa:r 'l,••• a:o1 i n r1n. jortt-. "f t lle 
vo"';erg ·h,) are tu;mynr r, voting a t s-uch 
elect i on on the pr oucsit i cn to increase 
levy eha11 vo te in '!avo?: of ..;uc~! ino;.·ease, •••" 

You wi ll note the st atute r e ueatedly says : 

uThe ~jorit J of the ~ ~ayer~ vot ing 
a t suc h el ecti ons . a 

Ta x Payer has b~en defined as on who own s either r eal 
or per sonal property l i abl e to assessment and t axati on in t he 
di s t ric t . 

The t heor J of t he l aw i s th~ t hi s inter w~t i s so P,reat 
that he will exerci se Li s d i scr etion i n voting for t he best 
interest of the· di s trict . 

• No s tric t nnd cc4n1cal conotruotlo~ i ~ 
to be put upon "the st~t .1t e involve d. , nor 
i s ~ trict and technical co ~li ~nce •itb 
1 t to be ex:lcted of :.he l' pl a.1n, honest , 
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~orthy citizens , not special l y 
le~rned in the law" in the perfor mance 
of thei r duties under it." 

St ete ex rel . Jones 266 J(o . 1 . c . 
201 

State ex rel . Job. 205 Uo. 1 . c. 
34. 

•Th~ laws affecting the organization. 
!un~ ti :>ns , a.uJ. uo 1s of the ochool 
di~tric~ ere not t~ ~~ strictl} constr ~d." 

!lt ate e~ :!.'-.:1 . JC~tOOl lJi. •· :; i c t 
236 9 • I . 1 . C . 8 1 C) 

~ta te e .t.. r el. Corna.han v. J ,Jnes , 
~66 .o . 191 l.c . ~Ol . 

I n vi elf '.>f che for egoing, it is our opinion that th~ _m ..I2!I:: 
e:: rs arc th .... cu-lif i ed vo .. c:r ~ in t l.is in.tance because it l i mited 
~snecificelli ~o ~ uay~r. ~ 1e1 ~hat particular section 9225 
R. ~ . l'o . 1929 . 

o.L(l'\.na.rily unless so l i1:1i tc \ B ction 11 of Art icl e 10 , of 
the St ate Constitution on a t wo t hird majority vote could i ncrease; 
but ~a st <-ted above t h is ;>articular oeotton out r. dotm t h e majority 
of the ~ oayer s instead of Jl a two t • ird vote of the peo">le. " 

APPnov J----~~~~~~~---
10Y llcKITT1ICK 
Attorney Gan~r al . 

ReGpeotfully yours, 


