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ELf!.J;,. OSYN!I.RY INSTITU'riONS : Buildings tu he \S e in111a tes must comply 

with statutory ~equir~men0s as to fi re 
3scapes . 

Ja.nuar., 2 , 1942 

•. r . Ira A. Jone s 
Pr•.Jsiaont , Boo.rd of • .no...., era 
s to.to Elo0ruos~nar. l nstitutlona 
Jeff erson C, ity , h isaouri 

lJear l .. r . Jones: 

e are in receipt of your letter of ecember 30th, 
1~41 , wherei n you state o.s follows: 

"The last legislature turned over to 
the Bee. rd of .... anagers , Ele.lmosynary 
Instituti ons , tho School f or Chlldr 1n 
at Carrollton, J•i ssouri , to bo used 
as State School "2 f or f eeble- minded . 

"At this place there ia one fre..11e 
buildinG that ia not fire proof . Just 
~·rhen the build inc; v aa bull t, I do not 
know . Is it possible for us to house 
inmates of the l-.lissouri s tate 3chool 
,,2 in this builuing , in view of t he 
f act it ls a frame bui lding and not 
fit'o proof?" 

You have oroll.; advised us t hat tho builain-.) at 
(,ai~roll ton , t '-. \hich you r of e r , is a two- story fra..to building • 

.wawa of I(litssouri , lV41, ..... acti ons 0634 and 9635 , 
both found on page 320 , provide r eapectivelj as follows : 

" action 9634 . 'rhore is herob .. estab
lished an institu tion at Carrollton, 
Missouri, t o be known as ! .. issouri State 
...., chool Number Two and to be usod in 
connoc tion , , 1th o.ncl o.s a part of the 
. i s souri State ~ chool at ~arahall , 



wr . Ira A. Jones - 2- Jan . 2 , 1942 

Miss ouri , ae a colon} for f eeble- mi nded 
and epileptic in accor dance with t he 
provisions of Art i cle 6 of ~hapter 51 
of t he R vised tatute~ of ~ i s s ouri , 
1 93J , which institution shall b e under 
t he c ontr ol , management and supervision 
of the Boara of •• 1anagers of St ate Blee
!D.Osynary Institutions . " 

"Section 9635 . The con t r ol and manage-
lent of al 1 ihe lands and other properti es 

no · used by "hat is known and designated 
by l aw as tho ' S tate liote for Children ' 
at Carroll ton , 1.1i ssouri , is he1•eby t r ans
f or rod to the Board of .t..nnagers of the 
State ~leemosynar) Institutions for t he 
use of said issouri State School Uum.Jer 
Two . u 

The above s ections set out your authorlly to con
vert ard use the ::. tate Uo~e for vhildr en at Carrollton, 
~ ia souri , as a part of the ~lssourl ~tate School at .arshall , 
.. isSJ uri . You infer _, us that the building at Carrollton, 
... is so ...ri , is not fire proof and inquire whether it. may be 
us ed under such circumstances to houso inmates . 

Section 14950 , rl . s. Ko . 1939 , pro~ides as follows: 

" I t sh all be the duty of tho owner , pro
p~ie~or , les~ee, trustee , or ~eeper or 
""'V.::>r.l .1 ..... tal , boardin.; a .d lodging ho1.1se, 
tene~ent house , schoolhou~e , opera house , 
t heater , uusic hall, factory , office >ui l d-
1n0 , except fire proof office bui ldings i n 
,. h ich all s true t ural parts are uholly of 
brick, s t on tile , conc~ete , reinforced 
concrete , iron, steel or lncoabusti~ 
mat erial, and which are not used for lodg
ing p~prn es in the state of ~lssouri , and 
ever~ builuinJ thereln where people con
eregate or ~hich ls used f or a bus iness 
place or for public or .l)rl vate asso.:tblagds , 
v-.h lch has a height of three or more stories , 
t o previae s a l d str~cture wi~~ iron 
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or stool stair fir~ 3~capos attac~cd 
to tho ~xterior of said building and 
oy staircases located in tho interior 
of said builainc . Tha fire oscapos 
snal l oxtond fron the upper ~tor~ to 
the gr ound , pavo...1o~tt 0.1~ a i de. al c with 
iron OJ.' s toel loddo.~.• f r ora the upper 
otor y to tho roof : Provlued , however , 
that such f i re escapes , i f not conti nued 
t o the ground , pave1ent or side,alk, 
shall be equipped with a count e r 
bal ance device attachoent, appl iance 
or apparat us which shall extend from 
t he f l oor level of tne second s tory t o 
the s rc:und , pave,aent or s i dO\.'a l k . 
~ chool bui ldings , opera houses , t heat ers 
and church buil din;s , a l s o hospitals , 
blind and l unatic asyl~~s and seminaries , 
shall each have a stair fi re escape built 
s ol id t o t he gr ound . In no case shall a 
f ire sscape run pas t a windo where i t 
is prac t icaole t o a void it . Al l f ire 
es capes requi red by this articl e , except 
as here i nbef or e provi ded , must be of the 
kiua ..mown as stationarJ f iro esca pes . 
il l build i ngs her etofore erected shaJ.l 

be Llado t o confor~.~1 to tho provisions of 
this o.rticl e . " ( Jnc..erscori nc ours ) 

Under the above section certain ouilu.in~s ha\!ng a 
l1ei~nt of throe or more stories , ~.heroin peo)le con.;rega t e 
for public c. nu. private assombla. es ana w.licn a.~.·e not us~d 
for l odginJ p~rposes , mus t provide a specif i c typo of f ire 
escape . hereas , a l unatic asylum, regardless of tne height 
of the bullaing , must have a stair fire osc o.pe built sol i d 
t o the vr ouna . 

Sect ion 9 38 7, R. S . iJo . 1 .;~39 , provi des t hat: 

"Ther::> shall be es t ablis hed i n t h is state 
a col ny for f eeble- rainded and epilep t i csd 
t o t>o known ns t ho J.ii s so uri state school . • 

lt i s quite obvious t hat the ~issouri [ tat e School 
would como wi t hin the u10anln__; of a l un" tic asyl um . 
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f'ro •l t no forego in · we are of the opinion that if 
the frame bulldin ~ at Carrollton, lalssour i , propos eci to be 
used t o houoe inmates ol t6'le J. l ssour1 State ;:,c ool t.o . 2 , 
u oos not meet the sta t utory requiro111ents 'l'i t~1 respect to 
fire esoapoa os provl~ a for in Sec tion 14950 , n. ~ . ~o . 
1939 , then aala buildinG shoul u. not be usea to houso said 
iumo.tes . 

APl-' . .-"OV :D : 

VAl• ' v . Tl"!UltLO 
(Acting) Attornoy- Goneral 

~8speotfullt submitted , 

MAX \' AS~3ffi.IA1: 
lss i stant \ ttorney- Gener al 


