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Off erings for sales of delinquent tax l a nds must 
be successive. Unle ss such off erings are made 
succes~ ivel~sales t hereunder will b~ void. 

Honorable .Uvin 1... . J uergen ...,raeyer 
Pro secuti ng At ~orney 
1.arr•en County 
~.arren t on , lo'!i s so uri 

Dear Ur . Jue r gen smeyer : 

I de s i re to ackno\·. ledge your l e t ,.er a ddre ssed to the 
General on Octo ber 26 , 1939 , r r l a ting t o m i nqui r y n i th re
spect to t he c on s truction of ~enat e Bill No . 9 4 or the Jone s 
l1unt~er Law, vmich i s a s foll ows: 

" I n t he ye EAr 1935 the Count y Collec t or 
a c.ve rti se :.. and of. ered for sul e certain 
l~nds ou \J. icL the t axe s were delinquent. 
J. ... --:er ... v.u. ..., no bi u f or the amount of the 
uellnquen~ t axes and tfle pr operty nas 
not; sol d. i l l 1~ -:>b . 'l.'he <.;ollecto r d i d not 
a~verti~e t ho propert y i n 19~6 but 1n 
1937 thi..., t ract r. u ~ a ~aln ttuvert i ~ed .r'o r 
sa l e and no one b i d the a.a0unt 0 1' deli n
quent t axe s 11nd cost o f n r.1verti .J i ng. 
The l and wa _, no t off ere(• f or sale in 19;)8 
but t h i year t he Colle ctor i s of·::-erin~ 
t r is tract f or sal e f or a t h ird t ime . 

11 lUt..otion: I s i t the i n t ent i on of t h e 
law that the t h ird sul e shall be t h e 
la s t o f thre ~ suc ce ssi ve ad vert i t>ements 
and sal e s , o r doe ~ it merely mean three 
a dvertisemen t s a s in tr~s case? 

'' q,u c s t ion : I f t h e pr opert y 1 s sol d t h i s 
t~e, wil l t he purcha se r ob tain a good 
deed under t he a bove procedure? 

'' In 1935 the t a..xe .-:s on the above l a nds 
wer e a~verti sed a~ de l inquent f or t he 
yea r s 1930- 1931-1932-1933-1934. ~ould 
the Collector have the r i ght to advertis e 
and collect taxes f or the years 1930 t o 
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1938 inc l u s ive , at t h is sale? 

"Please l et u s have an opini on on the 
above not l a ter than 3aturday , Novem-
ber 4t h so that t he Collector will know 
wh ether to sell this l and as adver t i sed. " 

.::)ectiOl1 99b2a , Law~ o1· hli ssouri, 1933 at page 430 is in 
part as follovJs : 

"All l ands and lot s on which taxes ar e 
delinquent and unpa i d shal l be sub ject 
to sa l e to di sch&rge t he lien f or said 
de l inquent and unpa id taxes a s provi ded 
fo r in t l: i s act on the f i rst Honday of 
November of each year, * * * * * * * * 
The entry of r ecord by the county col
l e ctor listing the delinquent lands and 
l ots a s provided for 1n t hi s act Shall 
be and become a l evy u pon such delinquent 
l a n ds and lot s f or the purpose of enforcing 
the lien of delinquent and unpai d t axes , 
t ogether wit h penal ty, interest and co sts. " 

Sect ion 9952b thereof, prov1~e s for the publica tion of the 
list of del inquent lands • 

.>a ction 9953 the reof, providi"lJ f or the reoff' ~ring of delin
quent lands , i s in part a s follows : 

ui f a t the f ir st offering o f sal e of any 
tr~ct of l~nd or lot un~er the provi si~ns 

, of tnis a ct no. person shall bid therefor 
u sum equal to t he delinquent t axe s there
on with intere st , pen~lty und costs, then 
the clerk of t he sal e shall not e such fuct 
i n h i s record o~ sale and the county col
l ector shal l note a recital t hereof in h is 
r ecor d cont .· 5.ning t he l i st o f delinquent 
l a nds and l ots , and said tracts of l &nd 
or ~ s h aJJ .ba sc;a 1 n offered .f:o;c .s.aJ.e., 
&.t. .tba ~ ..aaJ.e. .o.£ de) ' n qnent l ands £nd. 
lot~ a s in t h i s act provided, i f such l unds 
or lot s be at ··uch t1me delinquent. * * ~~ 
\ Under- scori ng-our s .) 

• 
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,action 9953a t hereof , a t pa -;e 432 wa s r epealed by senate 
Bill 'No . 311, Laws of Mi s.Jouri, 19 39 at pa-~e 851, and is ·in part 
as follows : 

" r.henever any l ands have be en or shall here
af ter be offered for--sii'e-roF Oelinquen'r're.JCes 
intere~, pen~Ity and costs-5y the collector 
of the proper county f or afil two succe ss ive 
years and no person S[iil ave-51d therefor 
a sum equal to the delinquent t axe s thereon, 
interest. penalty and cos t s provided by law, 
then such county collector shall at the next 
regular tax sa l e of l and s f or delinquent taxes, 
se 11 same to the hi~,he s t bi dder, ·~ -!!- * ·:t- ·r.· * ·ll- " 

(Under- scoring ours.) 

A review of the abov e statutes clearly indicate that it wa s 
the intention of t he legi slature that all the delinquent l ands and 
lot s be off ered " success ive years" untU sold. Section 9952a supra 
saya, "Al l l ands and lots on which t axe s are delinquent and unpaid 
shall be subject to sale etc." . ' 

-.>ection 9953 supra provi de 1·or tL reoff ering or second sale . 
It provide ~ t~t in even t al ~ u 1e taxes, pena lty, interest a nd costs 
are not bi d a t the f irst sa le "lands or lot s shall be again offered 
for sale , at t he next sale of delinquent lands and lots . " 

' section 9953a provides t hat "whenever any l ands ha ve been 
* -1;. * ·~ offered for sale ~ =- ~~- ;~ for any t wo success ive ye a:r s· ·.~ * * 
t h en such county collector Shall a t the next r egul ar tax sale of 
l a nds * * "lf- sell same to the h i ghe at bi dder * ""'" * * . " 

CONCLUSION 

Ther efore , it i s the conclusion of t his department that the 
third offering for sale for delinquent taxes must be success ive to 
the second sale or r eoffering- and tha t the second sale or reoff ering 
must be successive to the f irst off ering. That unless such offering e 
for sal e of such lands £or delinquent t axe s are suc ce ss ive- sales 
t hereunder will be void. 

APPROVED & 

V'J. J. Bt l IUCE 
(Acting) Attorney- General 

~"v11/ww 

Respectfully submitteq• 

.; . V • 1,1EDLiliG 
As si s tant At t orney-General 


