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BL3:~· OSYN.:.RY IN3Tl TUTI ONS : co·:n t ie s must _~:ay board of manager s " 
in c tsh for up- keep ar.d dupport of 
insane poor , but t he sendin~ of a 
war rant or a check , i f suc h r epre sents 
cash, compli es wi t h Section 8636 # 
R . S. 1 929 . 

}J.IJ.:y 19 . 1936 . 

.ionorable • Ed . Jame son 
Pre siden t -onrd or lfunager ~ 

>ta t e leemosynary I nstitutions 
Jef ..... erson 0ity # Missouri 

Dear 1~ • Jameson : 
.. 

This is t o acknowledge your letter as follows: 

"I enclose you herewi t h letter from 
t he County Treasurer of Jackson 
County. asking i f they could not 
group together for payment the accounts 
of two or more wards , f r om the count y 
in t he stateeleemosynary institu
t ions , and pay them w1 th one wa.rrant. 
de further asked if we could not be 
permitted t o accept the waPrants a t 
the inst itutions in payment of these 
accounts . 

"In view of the fact a l l eountie a are 
now operating under the Budget Law. 
and the further fact t hat maintena'lee 
of these patient s is the f i rst ch$rge 
upon the r venue , I would like t o ask 
if there would be any objection to 
c ounties sending us warrants . but 
not gi vin3 them credit on our books 
until t he warrants have been c l eared. 
I r eel quite sure rr..any countie s would 
send their warrants promptly , if we 
were permitted t o do this." 

Sec tion 8636, Laws of Mi s souri, 1935 , page 388 , 
nrovides in part a s follows: 

-~ 

-. 
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"The several county courts shall 
have power t o send t o the state hospital 
such of their insane as may be en titled 
t o a~ssion t hereto . The counties 
thus sendin ... shall pay semi-annually . 
in c a sh . i n adv~nce , such sums for the 
support ana maintenance of their insane 
poor. ~ s the board of mana Jers may deem 
nece ssary ~ no t exceedi nJ six dollars 
(·(6 . 00) er mont h for each patient; 
an d i n addi tio~ theret o * -::- ~- .;;- -;:- -~- *; 
and for t he purpose of raising t he sum 
of money so provi de d for , the several 
county courts shall be and t heJ are 
hereby e xpressl y aut horized and empower 
ed t o designate and sel l t heir warrant s . 
i s sued i n such behalf, whenever it 
becomes nece ssar{ t o r aise aid moneys 
so provided for.' 

The above statute is unambiguous and specifically 
requires' payment by t he countie s for their insane poor 
i n caah.to the board of managers . However, t he words 
~n cash" do not mean t hat the counties must send the ca sh 
money bu t could , in lieu thereof , send something represent ing 
cash , a .. , a check. dowever. no matter in wm t form the 
payment is sent it must be r educible immediately to ca sh . 
I n other words , if the county c ourt sends a check, that 
check mus t be good and negotiable and the money receivable 
on demand t herefor. we perceive no ob jection t o the c ounty 
court sending a warrant, if said warrant is payable on 
demand in cash . But if it is necesaa.r y for t he warrant to 
be pr ot e sted or he l d any length of time in order to receive 
t he cash t hereon such would not amount t o a payment of the 
count y ' s indebtedness for insane poor . 

You wil l t hus underst and t hat t he method employed, 
whether by check or warrant, by t he counties in paying for 
the s uppor t and maintenance of their insane poor would be 
a matter of for m only , if in f act such c he ek or warrant 
represent ed or was i mmediately convertible i n t o cash . I n 
our opinion , we see no rea son why the boar d of manager s (if 
it so ae sires) may n ot a ccept county warr ants in payment 
ot count y i ndebtednes s f or suppor t a nd maintenance of 
insane poor in state hospitals if such warrants are c onver
tible on demand into cash. 
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You will understan~ that by virtue of the ~we 
of I. issouri, 1 )33, pages 414- 415 , t hat all moneys r ec . ived 
by th~ board of ~nagcrs of eleemosy~ry institutions 

u et be ~laced in the state treasury . Consequently, & 
·::arrant , i f sue ~ had t o bP. protested and v;lls not immediately 
payable into ca s h. should never go into t he state treasury . 
rhus , if the Board of '·anagers accepts warrants from the 
co~nties i n pa yment of the support and maintenance of 
in t ane po~r. such warrants must be payable in cash on 
de~~nd. Ot herwise , t he acceptance of warrants would be 
violative of Section 8636 . supra . in our opi nion. 

e answer your question nif they could not 
gro1.·p t oge.thsr for payment the accounts of t wo or more 
ward. and pay them with one warrantf check or cash payment. 
in t he affirma tive, i n our opinion. just so long as the 
groupin0 indentifies t he wards for which payment is made . 

APPP OVED : 

Jomr ·,7 . HOW11AN • Jr . • 
(Acting ) Atuor ney- General 

JLH : •G 

Yours very truly . 

James t, . HornBostel 
Assistant Attorney- General 


