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BOOK: In cities of fourth class county clerk should make the 
__ book. 

July 5 , 1 935, 

F f l E 0 

Hon . c. N. J ef f r i es , 
County Cl er k , 

~6 
Newton County , 
Neosho, Missou.ri . 

Dear clir: 

Your letter of June 28 is r e ceived, whi ch makes t he 
f ol lowi ng i nquiry: 

"There is so1t1.e questi on in this 
county as to nho should make t he 
~ity rax Books f or t ho various 
citi es end to~s in t he county • 
.rhe .. ....ssessor f eels thet it is 
his duty and heretof ore the County 
Clerk has always made the books . 

" >e ould l i ke t o have your 
opinion on this ~atter as soon as 
poss i bl e , as it is no~ time to 
make the books . ' 

Repl yi ng t hereto , we assume that yoQr inquiry r el a t es 
to the city t ax books for citiec of the fourt h cl~ss which do 
not elect an assessor . · ~e c . 7047, ~{ · ~ · ~o . 1929 authorizes su ch 
cities t o l evy taxes . 

Sec. 6951 t hereof provides that such cities may 
provide by or dinance for election of a ci ty assessor. ~ection 
6968 provi des t hat t he Boar d of Aldermen shal l e l e ct a city clerk. 
dection 699' pr ovides t hat 

"****the city assessor shall 
joi nt ly, \ith the county assessor . 
asses~ all property in s uch cities 
and such ussessment , as made by th~ 
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city ass essor and county 
assessor Jointly and after the 
same has been passed upon by 
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the board ot equalization , shnll 
be taken as a basis from •hich 
the board ot aldermen shall make 
t he l evy tor city purposes , " 

and that t he city assessment shall conto~ to t he county 
assessment and shall be cor r e cted, e tc ., and further provides 
that 

"in cities which do not elect 
an assessor t he cayor shall 
procure from the county cler k 
ot the county in which such 
city is located, and it shall 
be t he duty ot such county clerk 
to deliver to the nayor on or 
before the firs t day ot Jul y 
or ea ch year a certified a bstra ct 
trom his assessment books ot 
all property within such city 
made t axable by l aw tor s t a t e 
purposes , * * *" 

and t he assessed val uation as corr ected by the Board of Equali 
zation shall be transmitted t o th~ Council, who shall est ablish 
by ordinance the t ax r a t e , etc . 

Section 599g, R • ..., . ~{o . 1929 provides tha t the City 
Clerk shall t her eafter "make out appropri ate and a ccurate tax 
books . " 

Section 9881 , R. ¥. o . 1929 provides the Collector 
shall give hi s r e cei pt "i ndor sed on t he aggr egat e abstra ct thereof 
as r equired t o be made out by t he clerk . " This latter section 
pertains t o t he duties of cou.nty officials . 

$ection 9816, u. ~ . ~o . l 92g is repealed by the ~ession 
Act s of 1933, p . 421 , anJ a new law is enact ed in lieu thereot 
haTing t o do with t he collection ot county t axes and providing 
that as soon as t he as~essor's book shall be corrected, the 
County Clerk shall, within ninety days, "extend the taxew 
t hereon", and this book which was s tarted by t he assessor is t hen 
completed by t he County Clerk and authenticated tor the use 
of the Col l ector. ~uch assessor ' s bcok, with the taxes so 
extended t herein , shall be called "The Back Tax Book. " 

The ACt of the 1933 Legislature last referred to does 
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not purport to atteot or change the machinery or method by 
which cities or the fourth class collect their city taxes, 
and with r espect thereto the books required t o be made out and 
the duties or the officials charged therewith are the saae 
since the passage ot the 1933 Act as they ~re prior thereto; 
therefore, it is our opinion that the County Clerk should 
make the tax book. 

.APPROVJ!!D: 

DW: .AR 

:toRN • hO}'!<·J.W.f, Jr. , 
(Acting) Attorney General 

especttully submitted, 

DRAKE \IA.T.SO!I, 
assi s tant Attorney General 


