
IA A.ATi vN : Back t dx col lec t ions apport ioned t o respective ~unj~ 
f or Vlhich originally assessed and l evi ed, and unpaid 
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'""pril ro , U 35 . 

•.;n • • ' d . Ja1eson 
rcuicJo "lt Board or itunac)Ors 

, ta o lee ~oaynary Insti ' tion s 
Jofferacn City , 1ssour1 

Dear . r . Jameson : 
\ 

... hi:: is tC~ a ekno\Tlc J.ge ycur letter ae fo llow~! : 

" .L t has b~en brought t ,... my at .. ention 
ooverul ti es that t he County o~rts 
clai t he only money the:~ o.r e enti 
tled t o pe.,,- under tl1o ne . bud.;o.t law 
on old accounts is sue~ 1935 funds 
as mi ght oo unexpended at t , o end 
of t he year . 'l'here is a lot of back 
taxes due in nll these counties , and 
t here ehot ld ue so@O way it rould 
so. ~ to me that t he taxes collect0d 
on any year prior t o 1 J 35 sho ~ ld be 
•ear-mar ked ' a nd held for the payment 
of t hese ol d accounts . 

I would l~ke t have the viewpoint of 
your aenartment i n this matter . " 

en JanuarJ 18 th , 1934 , t his L~partment rendered 
an opi ni on t o _,onorable d ..1rc Cusick , · l aski Count y , 
~~ich we oelieve ans~ors the quest ion o.sk~d in your letter . 
Copy is hereto att~ched . e in~ito your attention t o tho 
fol lowin, found in said ouiP. ion : 

" e 8~~11 nred1cate our rer.arks respecting 
your :nq• iry upon ... he follo~vlng stater.:ont 
t o- , i t. bac~ tax s are i r no event t o be 
c onE idere~ ~8 dif1or:~ e ~ entialJ~ f r om 
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nv further , 

current taxes in that their constituent 
parts lose their identity upon bec0"'-1 11& 
el~nq~ent . ~ * They 3re still l~vi cd 

and asece3od for t~e purposos sot out 
and the .. o,mty Co .zrt has incurred 
obl1¢ations char0 eable to t ho respective 
funds in anticination of the collec tion 
of those taxe a ." 

"It is t her( foro t he opinion of this 
of ice that back tax~ s. w~en collected , 
sho lld be accounted f or by t he county 
collector as other funds and should be 
.1 :> ortionod by t he proper o Afic r to 
the various f nds for which the s me 
a ~e l evied and collected. " 

e ~lso direct your attention to ~ec tion 12139. R. s. 
Mo . 1929 . u hich provides o.c fo1lo..,s: 

"He s~all procure and keep a well - bound 
book , in 1ch he shall make an entry 
of all r.arrants presented to him or 
paym&nt , whicn shall have been legally 
arawn for rt.ionoy by the connty court 
of tho coun~ of which he is the treas
urer s tating correctly the date , a . • ount . 
m . .u::ber , in whose !"avor draYm , by whom 
pr e sented, and tho date the same was, 
presented; and a t l ~arrants ao presented 
sha ll be ~ o~of t he funds mention~d 
f , sucbwa ·r·ant'i": and'iii the order i n 
TihfCl1t hey shall be prese1ted for pay 
ment: t rov1ded , however, that no 

a z· ant issued on acco· nt of any deb t 
incurred by any county other than t hose 
iss ued on a count or t he ordlnar 3 and 
usual expenses of the county, shall be 
paid until all warrants iaS\'ed for 
~oney due f r om the county on a c count 
or service s that are ' ' S l. al , and for .111 
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o>penscs neces~~ry t o · int aln the 
co ,nty or~anization for uny one year . 
shall have been f u.l ly paid and 
liquidated. " {underscori~ ours ) 

.'rom {,he above and foregoing i t 1s our opinion that 
when dol..~..~.~quont taxes ai•o :paid s uch shall bo ap ortionod t o 
the r e spe ct ive funds tor which they were originally asse saed 
an levied; und unpnid warrant s drawn against these res~eetive 
funds . f or •~ich the taxe s wore assessed and levied, shall 
have priori t y of payment . 

0\ D: 

... f .:..c \ l Yl'1UCA 
, ttornoy - Jeneral 

JLH: 
\ {: J 

:..nc . 

Yours very truly. 

Ja 6s L . HornBoste l 
-~ssista.nt ~ttorney-veneral 


