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ASS~~SORS - Compens a t ion for ~t tending ~ecvings call ed by 
Jtat e Tax Conm1ss1on . 

{,- ~~ 
June 11, 10:S5 

Uonornb1e f.! . J . Eu.ffm n 
l r osocuting Attorney 
· r !ght County 
Hartville , 1ssour1 

.. e bnvo your request or AY 23, 19~ f or 
on opinion, which r oquos t is o follows: 

"I woul d a ppreciate 1t vory mucb if you 
wll l send me yol.il' 1nt orpro to t!on or por -
graph 14 or Secti on 9854 , Rovised Statutes, 
1 929. 

"The County Court of thts county t ake th!! 
position thnt the t ownshi p aaaossor:J oro 
only ontitle~ t o their neceso~ry oxpensos 
when c llcd t o the county scr t to moot 
wlth tho o£f ic!G1 of t he . t ote T·~ Com
m1ss1on as thoy d i d ln this r:o··nty some 
t'el:.' c Ays a go . However, the os c. sora clnlm 
~11 Le and ~er diom ot s.oo r or . thD tlmo 
s pont. 

~1nce your opinion c 1ls for o construction ot 
ub61v1aion 14 of ~ cct!on 9854 , R. s . • 1929, and s1nco 

t h t section ao~ ls w th t wo cl sses of offlcorn, namely, 
"county nssoesor s" en "townohlp a :Jaossor-J" , on ch will bo 
conoidore~ oe1 P~ tely . 

I . 

Tho npollcabl o portion of the stntute to countr ~ 
sonsors reads 05 rollowo: 



/ 
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t! :be eO!!lt':l! a!' l.on is om 0 \7Gr<td to ooll o 
grou nteot1ng of two or r1oro saessorD 
nt auc~ t~e nd pl co a 1t may cos1cnnto , 
duo notice of whi c.b shnll be g1von by tho 
COC'1t1aq1on: '~ ., F'or ttond llll5 such meetlnt:D 
aso~ss~rs sboll be ollo ed a per ~1~ of 
five d~llors for the t!~e nctuDlly o ,ent, 
i~clu~inb coming to and rottwnlng from 
such m¢et1ng, and tbo1r railroad f are 
noeess~rily s pent 1r. noi ng to and returnlng 
from sold annunl moet1ng . <£jo " 

The tel'::l "assessor" 1:s defi ned 1n .. eet.ton 9976, 
fi . S. o . 1929 OS f ollows: 

" The te ... •oasessor ' or 'asses 10rs, t wherovor 
uaed ln this cbnp tcr, shal l be bold to me n 
8nd ret or t o count7, townsb1p, city, town 
~r 6ls,rict ossossors , ~o the case mnz r e-

i 
,, - ._..... --.... -ou re . 

It 1D , ther o.foro , the opin i on of this o.ff ieo thnt 
count y o so9a~or& , undor t ho abovo and f oregoing statute, oro 
entitled to~ ~ Qr e!om of .s.oo por dny for attending such 
meet ings when Cfllled by t he StAt e Tox "'o.:mnias1on , tcgetbor 
with r oi l r ouc tuonsportt t ion both WPy s . 

II. 

'lbe o pplien lo portion ot tho s t tute to townsh1o 
assessors reads as f ollows: 

" G -f.· 11IWV I DL:;, 1n eount1ea under township 
org n l 8nt1on the co~1e~1on s hall enll a 

o tlns of t he township o s~easors at tho 
coun ty soa t of so1d county ot whi ch meeting 
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a r e r aentntive of tho commission shall 
bo r~osent; nnd provided furthor., tho tc 
ship neaesaoro shall roee ive no comoonont1on 
other thon their noceasnry xpenses In 
~ttend1ng 8 1d meeting . · * " 

St atutor y terms w1th reference to com onoet1on 
~ ro to be strictly construed., n~ t ;o follo :~ excer-t 
f rom St ato ox rcl . • ot t oreon., 15~ o. App. 264 , l. c. 
268 la a ter3o stntocent of tho rule: 

'"lbe ru.le 1a 1roll sottled tbflt a public 
officer c nnot demnnd nny eompen9At1on for 
his 9ervlcoo not apec1f1cally nllowed by 
st~tute , ond tha t st tut ca providing such 
comnontJntion mu:<:~t be atr-1ctly construe~ . " 

Furthermore, n orr cor tr tonouri 1s pr sumod 
to render hls n~rv1eoa gr t~1tou5ly unl ess some spec1f!o 
statutory aut horization is found for tho pnyment of such 
ser vi ces . Kin~ v . nlvorland L&VJ D_strtct , Z79 ~ · . • 
195, l . c . 196 (1926) . · 

I t 1s, thorerore , the opinion of th1~ ot f 1ce th t 
townsh1 a~~oscQrs are not ent!tled to per dlcm for t 
t nndln group -:~e• t1ns* ot tho county soot ealbd by t he St nto 
Tox Co-·ls·'on. 

o. . . 

Respectfull7 submitted, 

FRJi lUCLIN • R GJ\N 
J•Sslstont J ttomc,- G€nerc l 

J'oHft w. Hc..lft~ !Ali ~ Jr . 
Ac ting Attorney c~or01. PI.R: PF. 


