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T ur re ue t for an op1n1 n dated rtoy ber 4 , a 
ao f ollowa: 

- During our 1 at open dee~ season , Oct • 
aB, a7, and 28, a oontr overSJ aroa be
been our o me arden nnd a JlUJiber of deer 
bunt ers ln our oounty, on b1ch estton 
we would be gl nd to have a legal opinion 
from your dep rtment. 

The quoat1on aro c over the interpretation 
of the phrase, ' or to t ake doer in anr 
~~nnner exoept t hrou the met hod known a 
at1~ hJDttge'• as uaed in section 8236, 
R . • o 19. 

I nm informed the f eta to be- Thai a group 
of deer bunters, station d GeYer 1 of their 
nuaber at 8U~poaed deer orosalnga and the 
other hunters etn%ted at a oert~tn pl ce in 
the • ode to drive d ~er in the direction of 
tho bunters at ttoned at ai d su~ a d oroas
i • , m.uin ~ nolae in brushoa, aboottns oc
caeion~lly nnd m1m1o1ng t he b r k1 of doge ; 
our loc 1 ~ e r den contends that the 
method of hunting o.s above eet out 1a not 
at111 b11nttf. the htmtern ol&1JD thnt such 1a 
not unlawfu • 

Universal Dictionary deftn a •atlll bunt• a 
no1Peleaa buntlngi at lk1ng. I h~ve not a t 
hand def1n1~1on ox •still bunt ' by 7 of the 
Oourta of our 1 d . K1n( ly l et me her fro 
y u on the abov~ at your oonvAn1 enoe . • 

fl ection 8 23G n . s . o . • 1929! n.a amended by the l awa of 
1931, page aa?, proYi~es tn part aa fo lo a: 



Hono~ ble Peter H. Huct -
• Ho p.eraon e:xcept llllldowners wban hunting 
on tbelr own pr toes eh 11 hunt or till 
d er 1n any ~er ezoe through tbe use 
of n propelli one all-1 d or 1 d 
nlloy or soft-nosad or e~nnding bullet 
or b lll t Slf\<tl discharge, oy to take 
deer 1n any manner ezoept throu the meth
od known ~ s at111 hunt1 1 but at no tlme 
shall it be l awful to shoo' at , till , wound , 
or capture or att~ to kill , wound , or 
onpture , any deer uh1le t 1ng r efuge in or 
aw1J!Il'31ng through the • tere of y stream, 
pond, or lake, o~ botwe~n ano-balt hour 
aftor sunoet nnd one-bnlf hou~ before sun
rise, nor shall it be lawful to mnte uss 
of a dog 1n bunting, ch. e1ng, t aking, or 
t1llt d~er. " 

fhe cour113 1n th1e country have nevor defined the word 
s"1ll- bunt, but ctton 655 n. a. 'o., 1929 provldea i n pan a 
follo ac 

"The oonotruot1on of all st tuteo ot this 
at t Ghall be by the folloving nd.<U t1 •Jnal 
rnl o , nnl ~m sucb construction be nl 1nly 
req nnt to tbe 1nt nt of the l egl alature. 
or of the context of the an•e stntute: Firat , 
words an~ .hr,seo ab 11 be taken 1D thei r 
pl. ln Ol' ord1n ry :.me\ u ual e~nae . but tech-
n1c~l wor~s n d tihr.n h~v1 peculi ar 
net appropriate m nntn in law sh 11 be under

otood o ord1ng to tbo1r t~cbnto~l i mport : • • 
• • • 

all' s nlottonary def1nea still- hunt thus: 

• s~tll-hunt - To app~oach or pursue noise
lee ly; at lk; ~ , t o still bunt deer . !o 
hunt ~amo without nota or bJ stealth. • 

ebeter•s Diction~ defines still-httnt tbust 

·~t111-hunt - A huntin't of a e 1n a quiet 
manner, or under cove~; otulk1ng. The pur
suit of y obj ect ~11 etl1 d ca lmly . !o 
bunt or pursue notseleaaly or etaalthly; to 
otalJt. • 

the sport of at1ll-bunt111{; deer l s deaor1bed to me b7 
old eporteman of tb~ day& before g e l aws, aa the practice 
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of go1 qui etly to n anlt-llek before day br t. knov1n tb t 
deer were 1n the habit of •1 1t1 this loo tion, the hunter 
conoeal e himself qul tly , and without do s or noise • lto t he 
appro ch of d .r . ?he bunter c utioualy selects his e , belng 

r e t o J1ck uok d er of t e proper age d beln aure thnt 
b1a ~rer i a no otbor obj ct or niaal t h a seleot deer. 

The hunt1 of c1 er l n any other unner ban by still
hunting to d , roue to thct lit of othu hunte a who re pur
sui thei r ohoaon epor~ . lt 1 a l oo consi dered more aport 
like to pursue your g e r ther than ~ntr p 'h • i'h1R l egal 
etho t ds t u prot ct our 1ld deer rr extemin t1on. •, hose 
er the ~eaaona f or the paasaga of thle law which 1a the ~bj ~ct 

of 1nterpr tatton. 

In oonaider1ng oth r s tatutory prohibition the St. 
Louie Court or ppon.ls in Btnte v . •Oh n tZJ!.tUl 40 S. • ( 2d) 479 
1 . o . 48, the aourt a~td: 

•ttthe 1 41&l~ture act shuul<1 bo gi ven such 
construct ion ns t o oupp~ess the m1sohlef 
an. adv nee the r ~edT. and to auppreae 
ubtle invention ond ev ions fo~ contin

uance of the m1aoh1~f , d t or private f~oin, 
and to dd t oroe nnd lito to th~t cure and 
reaody. for thfl ..,ubllc good. • II! . It t a 
true that a cr iminal atntute l e oonatru d 
11b~rally 1n f vor of the dof endant, nnd 
agninat the Stnte . but this ~lle afforde no 
warrant f or a conotruct1on out ot haraony 
v1th tho ifest ~arpoae d ln~ nt of the 
ot tute . " 

Tbe buntero deeor1bed in your le~~er do not pr ctice 
still hunting, but r ther n~aotioe the style or hunt1 known aa 
the o~~ee . It i a th~ ap1n1on of th1o office that the oourte will 
follow the dictionary definition of etill- bWlt 1f c nlled unon to 
interpr et tbla law. 

APPROVED: 
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