
~: Jurisdiction of Police Judge of city of 
third class,~cting a s ex-officio justice 
of the peace, a s to crimes and misdemea nors 
is over only such offenses as may be com
mited within the city limites. 
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F I L E lJ 
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~liS offi ce i s i n r e ce i pt of your request 

1'or- &n O.Ji n i on E.s follo\1~ : 

"~.o ht.vc bee'1. re~uestod br H Ju.., 
tice of the ... Jecco t o ur~ t e for 
your opinion in rege:: r u to tho 
follo\.int5 question: 

''"\iould ~ Police Judge , s i ttiL ~ ... s 
ox-offi c io Justice of the Pc~ co , 
huvo jurisdiction of u crime \hich 
~~~ co~itted out~ iac the city 
11Ia1 t D of the City of Ledrtlia ?" 

&od£ lia is o. city of thu third c1&Ls . The 
jurii.HLiction of a .tolico Judge i n cucl1 city is set 
out in Doct ion 6766 L . ~ . ~~o . H)29 , \.hi ell i s £ t. fol
l ows: 

" Tho )Olice juc:.cu sh~ 11 be ex
officio a justict or tho pocoe 
\li thin thd 1 1.-..1 t .... of the c1 ty, 
~nth jurisdictio~ a~ to cri=ea 
... net msdcncanor.., , but shell 
lu.: ve no jurisaiction to heo.r 
or determine civil r~ttcrs . 
The .r .... r~iu .. l , or in his ~bs'"'nc~ 
the ti~oi~t~nt l!JO.:rsl<-.1 or t.ny 
r cguler polic~~tu, Jh~l1 be ox
officio t con;.;tt u1u to \~it up
on t:.~. .... ...:>ol .:cr. juab~ \hen c...cting 
cz l.. jll.J t~ce of tr.e pel.cc . " 

The pr oceedin ·~ ill indict ... bl o o t..S{JS f OI' ~ 
~oli co Judr~ in suon city io ~ot out i n ~ootion 6767 
.M . ..... • I o . 1 929 , ~:hich i s L s 1'ol 10\tL : 
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"If , in t~e progress of ony 
tri£1 before tho police ju~oe , it 
sh«ll &ppe .... r th..~t the a ccused 
ought to be put upon his triltl for 
u.n offense c.gt.inst the criminal 
l u\.s of the stt: tc unu not CO'!D.izu 
bl e bofore h ili t.s police judee , 'le 
shtll irr ediot e l .r stop '11 further 
proceedings before hi.rl c. s ..:>olice 
judrro , t: nd a hall ce..usc tt.~.e corJ.
plaint to be ~de before himSelf 
as ~ justice of the peaoc , or be 
fore so:Le othc.r justice of the 
~eaco , ~nd tho L CCUS~d ~hull thera 
UJ!On be ..t.)roceoded 'C ... inot in the 
:1L.nn~ 1· r~roviaed by gener~1l l a\ . • 
The police jud~ c..nd r~r..,hul , \then 
t..cting E..~ ju~tice of the p~H .• oe c..ud 
oonat~bl~ reu~octively , sh~ll be 
cnti tleci to r e oo1 ve therefor the 
~ • .me fee:; u llol,od by la'l: r i'or suoll 
service ... . '' 

':e .... re un~bl J to find ... dcoiuion CO.t.ldt~·uing 
tho r.bove t...t~tutef-1 , but t.n intorprt:~tatiOli of sr id 
~ection 6766 sho\i tJ it is plain (lUd unanbiguoua . 

I n the oc..so o-r .... tt. te ex. rel vobb v . Tho:op
son , 5 u • l." . ( 2d ) 1. c . 59 , i n g i vine; t. rule on this 
question , the court Sbid: 

tt.1 statute is not to be rEJt~u <...s 
11' open to construction uu " n .tter 
of course . It is only in the ca se 
of t~biguous ut~tutes of uncertuin 
1 ~t ning tha t the rules of construc
tion ce n ha ve any ..... pplioltion . 
Hhore the l u!l.guaso of £ etutute is 
plc in t.nd ml!tr." i .;uous an<., 1 tu !'J.!k .n 
iug clo. r c.nd umtist~ kcblu , there 
i s no roo~ for construction, a nd 
the courts ~re not perr.~tto d to 
sef.. rcl:l. for its moani ng be~rond the 
ot&tute its~lt . ~ * * 
"" a tr nde:.rcl to:xt .otute.d the rule as follows : 

If' the \.ords (of the ~t~.. tuto) ure 
free from ~~biguit~ - nd uoubt ~~d 
express pl a inly , cl~~rly a nd dis 
tinctly the s en.ov of tho frc=crs 
of the 1nstrunent , there 1~ no oc
o~oion to r esort to othor rr..ec. n~ of 
1nterpretu tion . It 1~ not al1o~
a ble to i nterpr et \:ht-t lll:\U no need 
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neeCl of intt.rpt·ot~.Ltion. Tne 
st~ tute i tbelf l'urnishes the 
boat mcE.m .. of i tf> O\•"'l OXl>oo i 
t i on ; Lnd if th~ sense i n ~hich 
\lords wer~ intona.od. to bo tt:Jed 
cun be cle~rly us ce rtLined from 
1 t~ 1>t.rt~ "nd provisioiUJ , the 
i n't0nt1on thUD ina ic .... ted \. ill 
proVf il wi thout resorting to 
othe r '1B&ns of c. i ding in tho con
struction . * ~ • " 

CO tiC~ ION 

I t i s , the r~1'ore , the Ol)iilion of this de
partyrent t ht t the Police Jud~ of t. oi ty of the 
t hir d c l uas , sitting e.s "ex-offj_cio t justice of the 
poEJ. oe within the lir.lito o1' tho city , \lith jurif.><J.ic
tion n;;; to crL~s and rdsder~et.nort>" 'oul d h(J.VC. juri s 
diction over only such ot":rensGs t:.s r.f;-.;.,r be comitted 
within t he oi ty limite . 

Respeotful l l" subm.i tted , 

S . "" . ::. DLr' G • 
.• sl;j::.stt.::1t .r..ttorney General 

3. ... • T...YW t 
(.;.c tin3 ) .. ttorncy General 
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