
RE I PROBATD COURTS I ADMilliSTRATlOl\ OF Il;tL~RITANCK TAX U S . 

J8Jlll&I'J 12, 1038. 

nonor ble !l. 3 . Rollo 1 . 
I J'O te Court 
Ver lUea, . l sou.rt . 

lloftr su .: 
Ttt1a depu t la tn rtoolpt ot JOur letter ot 

Jq~~1 &th re e tt.ng en op1ll1on a '" ~he tolloW1Dg& 

•• I bad a situ tloo or1 e ln m:v oou.rt a tn c.\a7a 
860 t both re4 at the t and 1 •• ~t1ll no\ aa'l1 -
fled oa e.o t.h le 11 tJ ot the proc d1nga \ha\ re 
t ak • A will • • pr ented tor o tinS, 1ea~1ns to 
tb widow all real e tate oons1et1 of nbo~t 240 aoz .. 
and ~1 raonal pro rt)' . tb Y~uo ot 1oh I beft n.o' 
the al.l at 1(1 • Th attor1 eJ tor the ••' t in thla 
o • • cr .t that au th!lt s neoe arJ a to bD~• ' • 
proof ot 111 de ud t rooo~di of tlW • 1n JQ' 
~OUJ'' and b7 t neao~4 r ot De 48. attorney alao 
prop e4 a per ett.1 rort.b th el otion or tbe widow 
r•& rdillB t propertJ. 

point 1• t.~ la: I haYe be en ~er th 1 }ll:'e 1011 
th t a report • a nooeaaar,r abowtns •O Inh r1t ooe 4ax 

• tho :~t te 1n tbe evan' tbe ea,at n_a no' larse oueh 
to bt •ubjeo' to •D Inberltaa.o. Tax. I om GJlable to ••• 
Juat how a deo1elon coi.ll4 be r ohe4 1n ' e ttu, u..nl.eaa 
Lett ra Te•' taq • re 1a ad emd an In? tor1 ond 
Appl' la a1' 4e. I cu b.artU.y •• !low \he la• c re­
qulr a ~ o Ibh rlt eo e~ r eport 1n es,atea thst 
prob te4 ao4 Lette~• cr n d nd tb~ allow 'he e ••totee 'o pe e4Qin1a,rntlon. 

I truet tb t~' I am no' lapoa1116 upon y~u 1n ak1ne a 
rul1D6 on the tter~ I haYe ••~ torth . " 

ot10D 505, ReY1ae4 s t a,u\e ot £U.esou1"1 1 2~ . proYld · •• 
tn pa~t, oe tollou: 

"'The p10 '• oovt lob SJ'al\ta letters tee nt~Q' 
or ot <!m1nutrat1on, o1'ther or1s1a.l or anoUlU')', on 
the eate.t.e ot any ~eo ent, t~ lall heYe Jurlad1ot1on ~ 
4e$orm1ne tbe a.ount Of tbe \aX OY14o4 tor 1n 'bia 



-e-

art1ole and tho person , po reone , oeaoolnt1on, 1ne t1 tutlon 
~ oor..,or t 1on 11ftble th(' r otol' , and to detor~ln any 
.ueat1on blob my nr~ e 1n connection th rew1th, end to 

do an7 ~ot 1n re tlon ~er to lob l e uutborlze4 by 
law to b • done by u.ob ootU"t i n otb r t tore o~ p.roo cdlne• 
comln.~ w1\h1n i ta Jur1ad1otlon. ~uoh oouzot or t he J"ds e 
thereof 1n Tooa,lon ehall 1 dla te~ " on tho tU1D8 ot \he 
invent ory un4 npprale nt or tho e etate ot a deoodent, 
~"!11ne he ~ne , and lt 1 t 18 appor~t, l n tbo op1n1on 
ot t he arid oourt or jut\ge , tbea t oh to~ 1a ~ot fl \lb-
j eot t o tbe 1ax prov14e4 tor 1n t. hls low e-uoh t1ndlll8 o.nd 
op1n1on ehall be ent r d or rc ord i n al 4 court, and t b ro-
upon the provla tone of Aeot1on 003 11 booo J.DOf)Or at1Ye 
as t > the boldera ot f'Unda or othe r pro~rt7 the reof, !md 
t el'e Ah'l ll be no f\ll'th~ l' pro~ di~a r obtlnc t o euoh t3X , 
unlees u~on the ap llo~tlon or 1ntereat ed portlea the 
oxletODOe or ot~r nrt)Dftt7 or tsn •roneou.e appr a l ot 
be shown. •••*• ~··•··~ " 

Thla 1~ tbe os ly eeotl on or tho 1nhar1tanoe tax lowe re :u1~1 
o t1n41nr, bY the Pr obate C ' th t an oeto to 1 uot eubJoo' \o tcz , 
nno :111 ~ eot lon retere apeo11'1 all7 to eat t • on .h loh le'tcra 
teat t&Q OJ' ot a&:a1nla,rat1on ehall • boen ftl"Mltecl. I t le~tera 
are grcn · o4, 'ben, ot course , b)' roaaon ot .l ot1ona ee and Gl ot Olll' 
€ neral laws r el.fttlns to e4m1n1atre t1on, the ~ou.t la turnl bed 1tb 

mple lnto t1on aa to ..rbethor th e t& t o ra"\y or coy not be aubJeot 
\ :.J tax. 

lf lottor e ot o4mtn1atr~Stlon nro i o t ar nte4, u. 1a ·IllY b oau•• 
th Court baa been eat1at1e4 by ~oot tht-.t ~re \'flll be nothln6 10 
the eatttte attett the w14ow, •ldowe.r or minor oh1141' ~aYe been allowect 
t heir abAolute pr operty. ~eotlon e, ReY1 .. 4 Jt tuto of <Jal 10~. 
ct OOUl' fH!> , 1n oh an tnattmoo , th r oan be no N»S 1b111ty ot 0117 
tez bolDg oe easoct D4 the lnh rlt noe t~.z 1 n do not requll'e a t1ndlna 
t M t tbo eatnte 1e not aubjeo' to \ as. .e ~eltoroto ho ovu, tbt.lt t be 
r rob tlte Cou t et.ould bo aat1at1od b y pro«)f t ho \ nothlne ttlll be lett 
l n t he osto te ntt r tho ello oe ot hao ~~t• pr oport J J'1cbt•• 

n evot: • even lt the uout ref\l~o to pent let t ore ot n&2lnletra­
tton, lt , u \ e l ot r dote , lt c:sppo r th•., t th re 1e nr operty 1n \he . 
eat'.S tO SUbj t to tax, ~ P9180D JDG1' fU. •• attldaYlt to th. t eftaot , 
on4 the <hurt abnll appOint an epprolaer oSlO taueaa t tu 1n aooordanoe 
ltb the :->s-ovl nna or \be Inh rltnnoe tox 1a• O't 1 s OU&"l. eot1on 001 , 

H. • !·.o. l 9BO. 
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