
. SCH O'OLS : . The Board of Directors of a common school district 
may order the razing of a schoolhouse.which has 
deteriorated so that it is beyond repair and which 
has no market or salvage value. 
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l)e ar .. Mr. 'liillt 

'!!his is i.n :response to your ~eeent request tor an o.ff'iaial 
()pinion of this ottice wherein rou aekt 

"f_t'he Directors and a great majority of the 
electors of a. R.oward Oou;nt,- common school 
district .favor the destruction ot the school• 
house in that district. The Directo:ra feel 
that they ha\Te no a:u:thor!ty to ox-d.~ its 
destruction. Th~ $Choolhouse has r~a~ll.ed 
a. sta,t~ · pt deterioration that is . b$yond 
repai~:l it has no market value, even for 
salvage. Sehoot children of this dis-
trict have been using the f'ae111ties of a 
neighboring diutriet for the past titt~n 
years, and the annual meetings tU>e heid at 
various residences in the distr14t. :tn: 1tfl 
pl"esent condition- the publt.c feels tti.J.t;t the 
structure is dangerous to the many s1Qi~ . 
childt*en that are frequently pl.aifing .fU?c'.rund 
and. in 1 t. The building is not insure(\,. WhQ 
has authority to order the desttJUetion · of the 
building?" . 

By the, provisions of Section 165.207 1 ESMo. 1949;, the govern• 
.ment &nd aontrcil of a common seb.oel. di~.Jtrif)t is vested. in its 
board of directors ~d by the provision$ of Se4tion 166.010. RSlt>Io. 
1949, title to schoolhouse site~ and. all other sehoo't property is 
vested in the s()hool district. The oare and kGeping of all such 
property is in the sehool board under the provisions of Section 
166.0)0• R$Mo. 1949. and the statute dire¢t$ the board to keep 
the schoolhouses in good repair and the grounds in good condition. 

It appears that in the present cas~ the schoolhouse to which 
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yc:>u ~fer has deteriorated so that it is now beyond repair and the 
solioo,l board cannot now carry out the requirements of Section 
166.~~0, ~upra., by repairing su.,c.h schoolhou~e. It further appears 

· that ;;~tl,l~ .. schoolhouse has no ma.rket value even for sal.vage. and that 
the~~to~~: .this problmn. does not come within the purview c>t· Section 
16$~~p.l,~; :~SMoo 1949, which vests in the annual meeting of' the 
qll;(Jl~~~'(t;,voters of the school district the power to f!ell property 

·· bel.()~~l'lg'·to the school dist~ict. 

. .. ·'~t fu;rther appears t~o~yq,* request that the board, e.!nd at 
leat(t: <:~.,~:L.~ge number of tp.~ :.pu.lj~ic, feels that the sc}iio.ol.h,()use is 
.in .~~p),i, ai'Jdeteriorated eo~.(;'lttion as to be dangerous to.<)>$0'ple on or 

, .... ·ali>~~~;"' · ·:;.~q~premises, espeolr;fl.· .. ··l.· .": . to small children wlio !reca~~·ntly 
,.,,;.plat::;!} .... d around such b~~.l~ng. · · · .. ···. · . 
1.: ..... , ' :; .: .. ·:' .... ;ft:?>~~--~-:-~\- ~:~:t) . ~~>?.,( ;.:·, ·. '- .. -.·· . . 
. ··undeit these oircumateno$a. it would appear that the school 
. boar4 1n oar~ying out its·. tunct~ons or governing and controlling 

the so];lt:>ol; d!striot and ot oarl~g fC"t'" and keeping the property ot 
such <li;$t)jiot can propex-ly order the destruction of such building 
in the interest ot safety-~ 

CONCLUSION 

I.t is therefore the OOllc'lU:sion of this of'fice that the 
direoto~a .of the co:mmQn school d,istriot to which you refer have 
a:uthox>fty.to order the de~.t;r;auct!on, of the school build!ngwhioh 
is beyond repair and which has no market or ~alva.ge value. 

The foregoing opinion, which I hereby approve, was prepared 
by my assistant, Mr. Fred L~ Howard. 

FIJI::mw 

Yours very truly, 

John M. Dalton 
Attorney General 


