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,onorable Robert ·, . • Hawkins 
r r o se cuting ..t~ t orney 
t- emi ~ co t County 
Caruthersvi l l e , l'dssouri 

Dear vi r: 

.. e acknowl edge your request for an opi nion 
of De cember 11th, whi ch is as follows: 

11 \. ill you kindly advi se when the 
county As ses sor is t o be paid; 
the count y court of thi s count y 
i s taking t he posi t ion that the 
A s se ~sor shou l d not be paid for 
t h e a sse ssment s made f or the year 
1937; t he a sse s sments of course 
a r e f or the year 1938 and t he court 
t ake s t he posit ion that they shoul d 
not p y ~~til 1938 when the taxes 
f or 1938 are collected. In other 
word s , i s t he a sse ssor to be pa i d 
when hi s work i s completed or wi l l 
he have to v1ai t unt i l t h e foll owing 
year f or his pay'( 11 

Your question i s , whether th e count~ a s se ~ sor 
should be paid wh en his w~ork i s compl e ted or whe ther he 
mu s t v.rai t for his com1-ensation unti l t he taxes upon which 
t h e a sse ssment is made are paid. 

Under Sect ion 9756 , H. "" • 1 •• o . 1929 , a s ru:nended by 
Laws of l.11s souri , 1937 , page 570, it is provided that : 

11 'lhe asse sor or hi.s deput y or 
deputie s shall between the f irst 
day s of June and January, and after 
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being fUrnished with the neces-
Jary books an• blanks by the 
county c l e r k at the exponse of 
t he county, proceed to make a 
list of the taxable per sonal 
propert y and real estate in your 
county , town or district, and a ssess 
the value thereof, etc. " 

under &ection 980U, H. s . 1.10 . 1929 , it i s pro
vided that: 

" · ... he as . e ..;~or , except in tho City 
of .-t . Louis, shall make out ani 
return to the county c ourt , on or 
bC;foro the 20th day of .January i n 
every year , a fair copy to the 
asse v~or ' s book, verified by his 
af.~idavit annexed t hereto, -l:· -~ ~~" 

And said section further provides: 

"and upon a failure to make such 
return to t he court on or before 
~ ~a above mentionedA the court 
shal educt twenty per cent from 
the amount of f~e s allowed to suCh 
asse ssor . ·!} ~f- * 

it uould therefore appear f rom the above sta tutes 
that the amount of fees an assessor i s to receive as compen
sation for hi s services is not fina lly de termined until t he 
asse~sor has made out and delivered to t he county court the 
tax books and this he must do before January 20t h of t he 
year following J une 1s t of t he ~eceding year. 

~action 9806 , R. 3 . fuo . 1929 , as amended by Laws 
of .r:.issouri, 1931 , page 359 , provides in part as f ollows: 

" 'lhe compensation of each asse .., sor 
shall be t h irty- five cents ~ r list 
in countie & havi~g a population not 
xceeding for t y thousand -;:- -;; *" 
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wc:ch fixes t he amount of t he compen sation of the 
As se s sor i .n ~ emiscot County, and said sectionfurther 
provide s : 

"one half of whi ch shall be paid 
out of the county trea sury and the 
other half out of the state 
t reasury: * * * " 

Our constr uction of these statutes, with ref er
ence to \men the asse ssor shall be paid , i s tha t a s soon 
as he has compl e ted the asses sment a nd r eturned the tax 
books to t he cou . t y clerk that he i s then entitled to 
his compen sation f or hi s work a s assessor and he is not 
compelled to await t he payment of the taxes by the tax
payers on his a sse ssment . In other words , for example• 
t11e a s sessment made by the asse .::;sor of June l s t, 1936 , 
shoulu be completed and the books t urned over to the 
county clerk on or before January 20 , 1937, after which 
t i ne tne comp ensation due the a s s e s sor fo r making such 
a ssessment i s due and payable out of the county t r ea sury 
for the county' s portion. If t he as sessment i s c ompl e ted 
before January 20th and ~rop erly certified, we see no 
ob j ection to him being paid when that is done . 

'l'he ...>tate t h rou&h its <Jta te 1mdi tor, and it is 
t h e pract i ce over a l ong pe riod of time t ha t when properly 
certifi ed to the ..>tate Auditor, as provided by ~ction 
9800 , supra, that t he assessment has been completed by 
t he asse ssor, to t hen authorize the payment of the State ' s 
portion of the assessor ' a comiB n aation. 

It i s , t herefore, our opinion that after the 
compl e tion of t he ass essment and t he books delivered to 
the count y cl e r k on or before Januar y 20 , 1937, the 
as sessor ' s compensa t i on i s then due and payable and he 
does not have t o await for his compensation until the 
paymen t of the taxe s on said assessment . If that were not 
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true t he a s~e sJor would ~ e compelled to ait almost 
a jCa r f or pa:~ent after h i s work has been compl e ted. 

(Acting) 

CRh : EG 

Ver y t r ul y yours , 

CCV...iLL h . HL\, ITT 
a ssistan t At t or ney- General 

J. s. TAYLOR 
Att or ney-General 


