
APPRO~JH::;:ATION ACTS : Construction of Secti ons 53a and 53b of 
H. B. 509 . 

July 28 , 1937 

Honorable George I . Haworth 
Acting Administrator 
St a te Social Securit.J 
Commis sion of Mis souri 
412 East High Street 
Jefferson City, Ui ssour1 

Dear Sir: 

I 

FILE 0 

~~ 

We have your request of July 20, 1937, for an 
oo i nion, which request i s as follows: 

•.Are the appropr iations a s made by 
Sections 53a and 53b or House Bill 
#509 valid appropr iations , and 
ean these appropriations be char ged 
agains t the relief appr onriation 
of $9 , 000 , 000 as provided for in 
House Bill #620?" 

The Casey Bill (CSSB 125) by Section 20 creates 
five special funds in the State Tr easurer ' s off ice, in
cluded i n which is the "relief fund•• . The gener al appro
pris tion act H. B. 520 , Section 1, appropria tes Nine Mi lli on 
Dol lar s tor "ai d or relief in oases or public calamity" . 

The Legisl a ture t ook cognizance of the f act that 
under the Casey B~ll the Stat e Treasurer and the St a te 
Auditor have certain duties to perform in the auditing and 
disbur sing of these funds , particularl y the relief fund. 
How the costs or adrn1n1ster1ng the r olief fund should be 
nai d for t he special services rendered by the St a te Treasurer 
and State Auditor was purely a matter in the lap of the 
Legi s l a ture . It was with this i dea in mind tha t the Legis
lature enacted Sections 53a and 53b or H. l'3 . 509 appropriating 
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funds for handling relle~ accounts to the State Treasurer 
and the St a te Audi t or and making ouch funds so appronriated 
"chargeable to the relief tund 14 • This moans that th~se 
appropria tions muot be deducted from the total of Nine 
l1111on Dollars for r el ief )Urposea a?nrouriated in H. B. 520. 

The Legisl ature has authority to create spec i al 
~nds i n the treasury , but no coneys may be withdrawn from 
such fund except by an appro•)r1a t1on act. st !te ex rcl. 
vs . Henderson, 160 4to . 190. Sta te vs . Hackmann, 264 6. \f. 
266 . 

It is therefore the opinion of this off1oe that t he 
appropriations made by Sections 53a and 53b ot H. B. 509 are 
properly chargeable against the total sum o~ Nine ltillion 
Dollars provided for in H. B. 520. 

APPROVED: 

J . E. TAYLOR 
( Ao ting) Attorney General 

FER: llll 

Respectfully submitted, 

FRA..~LIN E. REAGAN, 
A~siatant Attorney General 


