
SCHOOL~ - ~chool districts are exempt from purchasing state 
automobile tags. 

August 1-: , 1936 

FI LE 0 

Honorable E. o. Hrummond, Superintendent 
t l attsburg Public Schools 
Pl attsburg. Missouri 

Dear Sir: 

This will a cknowle dge receip t of your request 
of ~ugust 15 , 1936 for an opinion, which reads as follows: 

11 0ur board of education i s considering 
buying a bus f or the purpose of trans-
porting school children. 

"l'. e have been tole that o. s chool board 
does not have t o c~rry liability insurance • 
. e a lso understand that such a bus is 
exom t fro~ tho st2 te eutomo "' ile l icense 
t ox . " 

In response t o the first question you have ~ro­
pounded, we are enclosing hEn•e\11 t h COl;>y of o.n opinion da ted 
f~ril 10, 1933 addressed to the Honora l o Charles A. Loe , tate 
Su:-erintendent of lublic Schools, which opinion was written 
by George B. ~trother, an Assistant Attorney General, e nd 
a poroved by Roy McKittrick, Attorney General. 

The provisions of Section 7767, R. s. J.ro . 1929, 
Subdivision (b) , provides in part as follows: 

"-in< and nll other motor vehi cles owned 
by munic i po.litios, counties n nd other 
political subd. visions of the stllte 
shall be exempt from the provisions of 
this art i cle requiring rectstration~ 
proof of ownership end d isplay of n~ 
bar ""lates: PROVIDED, HOWhVER , that 
t he;o s hall be d isplayed on each side 



Hon. E. o. Hammond -2- August 18 - 1936 

of such motor vehi cle , in let ters not 
less than three inches in height with 
a s troke of not l ess than 3/ 8 of a n inch 
wi de, the name of such municipali ty_ 
county or polit i ca l subd ivision, t he de­
partment thereof, and a distinguishing 
number . No officer, or employe of the 
municinality, county or subdivi sion, or 
any other person shall ope r a te such a 
motor vehicle unless t he same is marked 
as herein provi~ed, and no officer- em­
ploye or other pe~son shall use such a 
motor vehicle for o t her than official 
purposes . " 

The above quoted part of the sta tute s pecifica lly 
exem; ts motor veh icles owned and oper~ ted by munic i palities , 
counties and other politica l subdivisions of this state from 
the ~rovisions of the article requi ring r egistration, proof 
of ownerahip and d~aplay of number plates . It a lso requires 
thnt no officer or employe of the county or subdivis ion, or 
any other ~ars on, shall opera t e such a mot or veh: cle unle s s 
upon the said motor vehicle t here is dis played on each aide , 
in letters not less than three inches in height with a stroke 
of not leas than three- eights of an inch wide , the name of 
such municipality , county or political subdivision. 

The Fule is universal tha t the public school s system 
has long been a part of the State Government as they perform 
and exercise a GOVernment a l func t ion; thelr property is 
strictl y publ ic property, and thelr funds are axnended only 
in the f urther ance of the education of persons ent i t l ed 
thereto . Ci ty of ~dina vs . ~chool Distric t of Edina , 267 
s . w. 112 . 

In the case of St ate vs . ~bittle , 63 s. w. (2d) , 
l.e. 102, the Su;reme Court quoted a pprovlncly a definit ion 
g iven by a stm.dard text rela ting bo a school distr i ct being 
a politic a l subdivis ion as fol lows: 

"A s chool dis t rtet_ or a district boar d of 
education or of achool trus tees - or other 
loca l school organization, is a subor dinate 
agency, subdivision, or instrt~entality of 
t he state, J:e rt'orming the duties ot' the 
state i n the conduct and maintenance of the 
publ ic school s . " 
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Thus , it may be seen t hat a school district within 
the purview of the above definition is properl y a subdivision 
of the State, and a s such we deem to be exempt within the 
meaning of Section 7767, supr a . 

CONCLUSION -
In light of the above , it is t he opinion of this 

de part ment that a s chool d istrict is exempt from . t he pro­
visions of l rtlcle I , Jha pt er 41 relnting to t~e registration 
of their mot or vehicles used i n the t r ans porti ng of school 
chi l dr en . 

Re s pectrul l y submitted, 

RUSSELL C. STONE 
Assista nt Attorney Genera l 

AP .. Rov.::r : 

JOHN ',/ . HOF:'MAN, Jr . 
(Acting) Attorney General 

RCS :FE 


