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l!r . r • ...., • Gr ay , ... r esid0nt 
Oak Grove School Boar d 
R. F . D. 9 
Springfi el d , Missouri 

Dear Mr . Gr uy : 

~~ FILED 
I 1'1 3 j ... 

Thi s will o.cknoVTleds e receipt of your l etter of recent 
date , the full text, ooitting caption and signature , i s as 
f ol l ows: 

"A senito.ry condi t i on at our School 
makes it necessary that we enlarge our 
s ewer age uisposal field . 

"l''e are a t present unable to purchase 
any additional land f rom our i nci den
t al funds , however we are in posi t i on 
to ~urohase tho necessary land from 
out oi' vhc.. .3chool Building .. :und if 
t h i s may be done l egally. 

"".';i l l you please o.dvise as to purchas
i ne l ane f or such purposon with School 
Buildln~ :·una .lllOnoy. " 

An examinati on of tht laws applicable t o all cl asses of 
school s shows at Section 1033? r. . s . Uo . , 1939 , thi s lan
guage : 

"The board of diraotora or board of 
education shal l have the car e and 
keepi ng of al l propert y bel ongi ng to 
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the ~i strict, au shall provi de the 
necessar y globes , :.:1 s , c·li:.iits , ap
::;>arntun , SU?Jl emc• .. ta.ry books , c..nd 
other mat erial ror t h e us0 1f the 
school . The board s'1nll \.Oep the 
sclloolluu<les a.n~1 other bul ldi .acs ln 
300~ ropn.ir , th <"' GX )lL'ldS belun""ing 
theroto i~ ;ood condition, ann ~hall 
provide ~el , hontin~ apparatus , ~d 
other '"1.0.terial an~., n lio.nccs neces 
sary for the 9ro?er heating, l lghtina. 
ventilation and sanitati on of the 
schoolhous~s; sJ·o.ll have tho f'loors 
swe ·:>t ;md the : i res ~ude at the ex
Dense of the district , ~nd cause an 
accuro.t o account of ~he expense 
thereof to be kept and a report of 
the oo.:'llc to bo made at tho next an
nual mooting . * * * ' * ... ~ * :tc "" n 

\ s your l et ter does not s~eclfy whether or not school 
district No . 90 is o. cvnflolidt.ted dio·trict, to.: the _:lurpose 
ot this opinion '·e \:ill o.ammc that the same i f:' not a con
solidated district, and that the l aws a)plicablo to all 
classes of sc'1ools w:11 A.p pl y . .At Section 10366 • we find 
detailed nrovisions for school moneys . Ecco.usc of its 
extreme l engt h v1c do not qu t e t he statute in full . It 
provides thnt o.ll moneys a r ising from t a.-=.ation E>ha.ll be 
paid out only for the purr oses for \ !1lch they aro levied 
and collected . Thi s s ection proTides for the fo llowing 
different funds: teachers', incidental , building , tree 
t extbook , s i nYing , ana i nterest . That portion of t he 
statuto usef'ul to us furtber _)rovides that all o.oney de
rived from t axation or r eooived fro~ the state tor buil ding 
pu.rposes fron sal e of school site , cchoolhouse or school 
furniture fro~ 1nstrrulce ~d o~lo of bonds shall be pl aced 
to the credit of the buildin~ fund . Tho statute is clear 
and unambiguous and sets out specifically the manner and 
means for the distribution of school funds co~i 1g into the 
hands of tho school directors. 
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Turning now to Section 10429 R. 5 . ~ ., 1939 , which 
involves t ae pa~ent of indebtedness, we finu t he exact 
language of the statute t o be as follows: 

"Unon the orde1 of t he board or di 
rectors , it Shall be the duty Ol tne 
distr ict cle1k to draw warrants on 
the county treasurer in favor ot any 
party to whom the district 1 .... s be-
come legally indebted , either for 
services a s teacher , tor material pur
chased tor the use ot the school, or 
~terial or l abor in t he e~ection ot 
ot a schoolhouse f or said district--
t h e said \tarrant t 1 be paid out ot any 
moneys in the appropria te fUnds in the 
hands ot the said treasurer a nd belong
ing to the district. The s cies ot 
indebtedness must be clearly s tated and 
should be drawn on its apuropriato rund; 
all noneys f or teachers' wa~es on the 
teachers• fund ; all moners used in the 
purchase ot a sit~erec+ on~bUila=
in~ tfiereon;-ana-?Urn1sh1ns tne same; 
onbUI!din~ :r'Uiia; and 811 otliOreX
penses too ~aid out or the incidental 
~und: * * * *- * * * * * * * u 
(Rm:ohasis ours) 

Tho statutes above quoted seem to be clear and un
aabiguous end need no interpretation, nnd therefore we 
conclude as tollo~s: 

CONCIU I On 

The board or directors of a school district shall pro
vide t or the proper sanitation ot the school house and may 
purchase trom t h e building fund additional land adjoining 

.. 
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school precises for the purpose of providing for proper 
sanitation arrangements necessary in the conduct of school 
affair s . ,,.Te further conclude that the only f und avail
able for the -our chase of thin o.ddi ti ona.l proper·ty i s the 
building fund and in no instance can t he i nei oental funds 
be used for such purposes . 

Respectfully submitted, 

L . I . ""ORRI 3 

- .... .. -

Assistant Attor ney-General 

APP:.OV':ID : 

ROY !'clti TTRIC 
At t orney-11eneral LIH:FS 


