
WOR~} ' S COKP~SATION COMMI SSION: Commission bas uo authority 
under the statu t e to destroy 
permanent recorda in its 
office. 

October 4 , 1938. 

FI-LED l 
3~ 

.Mi~souri \. or kmen ' s Compen sat i on 
Connnission . 

J efferson City . i s souri. 

attention : .:>pone( r H. Givens . 
Secr etary 

Gentlemen : 

This is t o acknowledbe r eceipt of your letter 
of uevtember 20th. i n v1h1ch you r eques t the opinion of 
t hi s Department . Your let t e r i s as f ol lows: 

" 'lhe Commission i s seeking your 
opinion on whet her or not it would 
have the right under t he I\ 1 s so uri 
•lorkmen' s Campen sa tion Law to 
destroy certain of it s ol der 
r ecords • perhaps those in non-
compensable cases , that ar e more 
than ten year s old . 

11 .:lect1on 3360• R. ;:j • lflo . 1929 , is 
t he only lJa rt of the Compen sation 
Law i n whieh we can fin~ any r e fer
ence f or r e cord s t o be kept. and 
thiv mer el y s t ates that t he Commis
sion ' s permanent r ecords Shall be 
kept in J efferson City . \Je a r e 
f a ced with t he problem of securing 
enough space for t he act ual phys ical 
pre servation of our case r e cords . 
I f t he pr esent law does not give us 
authority to take care of the situa
tion , we plan t o get legi s lative 
a ction on the mat ter. a nd. of course. 
wanted your opinion as t o what our 
pr ocedure shoul d be.• 
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Your question is , whether the Commission has 
authority to de stroy certa in r ecords i n the off ice of 
the Commission that a r e more than ten years old . 

dect ion 3360 , R. ;:; . 1<iO. 1929 , menti oned in your 
le tter, provides in part a s fol lows : 

"The Commission shall be provided 
wi th of fices a t the s tat e capital , 
i n ~t. Loui s and Kansas Ci t y , in 
whi ch or f i ces i ts r e cords Shall be 
kept , but i t s permanent r e cords 
shal l be kept i n Jeffer son Ci t y . * *" 

I t i s our opinion that the Commissi on woul d have 
no au t hority t o de str oy any of t he r e cords of the Mi s souri 
~~orkmen' s Compen sation vommission even though, in the opi nion 
of t he Commission, these r e cord s would never be r eferred to. 
In our opinion you shoul d r eceive l egi s lative sanction to 
de s t roy any of th e per manent fi l es or r e cor ds in your office 
before it coul d legally be done . 

CRH : EG 

Ai'.PROVLD: 

J . B. TAY.LOR 
(Act ing ) Attorney-General 

Very truly yours , 

COV.ELL R. HE'IITT 
Assi s tant Attorney-General 


