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COUNTY li'JElVIORIAL 
HOSPITALS: 
STATE AID: 

Section 13.600 of the l955-~957 State of Missouri 
Appropriation Lavv does not authorize any addi tiona} 
amount to a county for its memorial hospital if 
the county has 'received its full authorization of 
~~10,000 under the provisions of Section 184.290. 

November 17, 1955 

H01lo:r•ble· -e, ROuaa Ga1l;.(J:P 
Dirttcyor, . n•parilttent of ~·lt·fa'e 
Health and Wel-tare ·. 
St4te Cttticfl Btdg. 
Jetterson ,~lity, Mistouri . 

o..r lt~J· 
YOur l'eoent requeet ro~ au of.f'ioia.l opL··:d.o.n reads as 

follows: 

t:tor.mttt1ling our t•lal)hon, @n1'et-f?$.tion of 
.last Friday • .. perha,ps W$ eoul.d:, :ttel.p your 
~ounty a,nd mine :i..t W$ Qould §';et ~· favorable 
op1n:1.~ on, Sett1Qn 1) .. ooo •. ~e l$3 ot the 
l95,-"19S7 State ot Missouri Appropriation 
Lawa. · · 

tt.Audr.tn .C~tr· r\\t~eiv&d. •lo,ot:Jo. tor the 
tnemortal . a4ti. t. on to. ·the . h$e!'ital·· and I 
und,er$t$1ld: Owawq· (H>unty d:t.Q. 't<to. Ae 
I :reacl th1• '$eoti®., :it $eems t.o n1$ that 
f.o:r tl'tt~ 1)1~~rtium,. t'Ol" the .. purpose Of 
tn.em?'ri. al add .. · iti. an$1 County Hospital$ are 
entl.tled to $201 00~. 

*It t;his.wa,sthrowing money a'Way,·I nat ... 
ur.,ny wouldvl •t b~ in .fa.'~tocr o£ it, but it 
a•t$.8 the Legis.l.at~r• ha$ $et thi$ up for 
a §JO:Od ct.U$e and I $h!nk we shQuld take 
adv~tag$ at .it it a1t all p.o.$sible .• • 

Section ~~f4t.600 ot the 19~~•1951 St .. ate Q!. · i,ti..S$0-Uri Appx-o• 
priation taw (Ho'U$t Bill No. 5af!) reads as .follows: 

'*The~• is he,r$by e.ppropn-.ted out .()t the 
State Tnaeury; charg•abl$ to.thEI' Poflt ... 
war R~uJetve FUnd · · tl;t.e s~ of Twenty thou
sand Dollars ($26,ooo.OOI. for t.he purposEJ 
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Honorable 0 • Rous$ Qdlop 

ot granting aid to eounties or this state 
whiQh comply with all provisions of law J'$• 
lating to the granting of such aid:, at;td for 
the . p.urehase or errection or a. .:rnemori~ hea
pital or erection ot a memo~ial addition to 
an exis1U.ng OO'qnty ho$p1 tal• e0m1n~a:ting 
the.$ervices·ot our lrtned Forces d~:Lng 
W'().rld War I~' .. for th.e p•riod.. b.· eginning July ~.:, 
l95S and entang June )0, 19J?•• . 

m re:f'erente to statute$, unlesa otherwise ind.icuated, will 

be to Revised Statutes of Minouri. 194~h · 

Section )0S4!2'0 reads astollowst 

•tn -.:ppreeiatio:n of the services of o":r gallant 
~ed. tort•s and. to perpetuate the· meblOry ot 
their heroic aeh:lev•en.ta in the wu against 
Ch~~y 1 J49.pan · and their allies and . ~- promote 
th• ad.v8l1cetnen t of aViation in the nl\me of 
those uho gave the:l~ ltves as members et our 
gallant torees in .the war against the afore· 
said enemies, eities, towns and eounties are 
hereby authorised to purchase sites and con
struet and opera~e air~ields in su«h counties 
or near ~ch ~iti~s and towns and to ~eeeive 
frC!te teehn1¢.al advi'e tr-om the division ot -
resources and. developmtnt; provided. further, 
thctt when any city. town or eoti.nty in Missouri 
shall certify to the fovernor .that it .has 
appropriated a speoit ca sum for the -.tor-esaid. 
purpose and is ready tQ proceed with the pu:r
chase or c;onstruotion ot such airfields a like 
sum not exceeding· ten· thoU.@d dolla.rs~~l be 
allotted to· said city, town or county t:;oOm the 
appropriatiGn herein made tor suQh p~pose but 
said sum shall be released to suoh oity, town 
or count! only after the division o£ rt:fsources 
and deve opment ha$ C$rtified to the governor 
that in their judgtnent the airfield in question 
is desirable and in the interest o£ the devel
opment of a~ation and that the funds propOsed 
are adequate to complete the project; and pro
vided further, that cities, towns or COWlties 
are hereby authorised to recei'Ve .federal grants 
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Honorable G. louss Gallop 

in addiutqn ~o a3J. other pants ox- turuta 
made av$114ble tor suoh purpose unde~ this 
s$ction.• 

se~tion l~4.a90 reads as tollowat 

•Any· toun11y in thts state, •xoept a.s.pro
vid.ed. tn sectic;>n 184 .)oo·, . sh.U. be eligible 
t,o reo.ei ve s'b:ate t!nanotil M4 to be p,tid 
~<nn· · mtnetys app~opriatt4 the,..tor upon 

. c··.·.· ~.ltic•tion.. . . t. · o the···· go ... v•. rn. e~ ·. b.y th.· e · eoun. ty. eoutt ~hat eueh county n-. av~lable an ade-
q,.,...ttt sum . ot: . mqney to be .. tt$t<l tor·. t:he · pur
chase o~ : ._.~c'l$~on fUl.d .. th~ qpera~ien .. 91 • cou.ntr ~eutorial hospital., or· 11 mem~rtal· · . 
a<ld.1t1. on 'to an .crtXiet1ng 4c:ltmtt hospital, 
¢~orating the ••r~••• of qur armed . 
toroee tllQ'tng Worl<l. War X! and upon c.ni£1.,.. 
cat. ton to the govtrno .. r:l;'t})y . the. u.·. ~t:ctoJ- ot 
t~e· d.i~~d.911 o~nhe-.l'b.n·'·or the. state d•~
ment t>t· public health tnd. W$lfUe that the 
pureha-.t. Ol! er•etf.;on ancl ·.opeJ>tt~:ton of .. 1ihe 
prop()s~ e(ilunty mentc,ri$3.. hf•p!tal• or a. 
meD14trial add1 t:lon to fl;ll·. existif.J.g ·county hos-
pital.·. :1 . is, in··. h. i$ judgm.· ·. en ... · t•. f.,n the .iri"~>ere·!it 
ot· p-q.DUo heal.th. and we1t_,t and tbat . 
IU1't~ctEJnt turul$ are availe.ble to ti.nance 
not ~illY the · P'U'"hase OJ',·. e~c~iori ot. the 
metnol"ial hospital 1 or a m.~oria.l addt tion 
to an e~tst!ng eounty hospital, but also th~ 
ope:ratton of sueh h~spi tal. · St.ate tinanQia.l 
aid,alloc•ted to a county eligible tor aid 
under the provisions.ot $eetions 184..290 and 
184 • .)00 $hall be eqtdv$l.ent to the amount or 
money aet. u..'·al· l .. Y e~nded b.·y the ooun. ~1 in the 
purel.utse or ereetion of a memQrial hospital, 
or a m.emor1al addition to an existing county 
hospit.al, but in no case Bhall $U.Ch state 
financial aid to any county exCe$d ten thou
a and dollars • • 

SeQtion 184.300 reads as follows~ 
8 Arry county which has received any stat$ 
financial aid under "t.h$, provisions ot sec
tion 30!>-230, · BSMo l.949, ·shall not be 
eligible for state £inanqial aid under the 
provisions of sections 184.290 and lJ!4.JOO. 
Any county recei v1ng state financial aid 
~~der the provisions of sections 1a4.290 and 
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184-.,300 shall not be eligible to receive 
state fiJJ,atHlial atd und$r. the provisions 
of sectiOn 30S.2.30; R$Mo 1949.• 

' . 

I .. t w .. ould appe61r ·tht-t Sec.tion.. ~84.39.·0, supra,. ole~U"l:r limits 
the aid to a coUnty to flO, 000 • The words •in no ease• do not 
mean •at anr one time •" 

Section 1.3.600 is not a basio, enabling aet• It is an approp
riation act, raising money that the enabling act, Section 184.290, 
authorizes. · · . . . 

· ·· :JeqtiQ!l 13 .60o merely appropriated $20,000. It did not .amend 
Seoti()n lg4~1901 not, -.t~~t to al!en.d it, by raising the amount trom 
ten to twenty tnousand. · · · 

•sections lll~t.)OO and )OS jJ230 ue not invalid here sinoe thi · ·· 
question oon·oexms 'tulditiortal. $lllOunta only under 184.290. The que$• 
t ton · .. is: Does Section l.) • 600 o£ th .. e · appropriation act amend Se. o.-. tion 
184 .~90 by rai$ing the alUOWlt to $20 ,000? The answer is: It does 
not.tt · 

CONCLUSION 

!t i$ the ()pinion o£ this department that Seetion 13.600 ot 
the 19SS-1957 State o£ Missouri A-ppropriation Law does not authorise 
any additional ~ount to a county for ita memorial hospital if the 
county has :reeeivtd its f'ull authori$ation of $10,000 under the 
provisions o£ &eetion 1S4.290. 

The fore~ting opinion, which I hereby approve, was prepared 
by my assistant, HUgh P. W!i.lliamson. 

.JOHN M. DALTON 
Att(!}l"'rl.ey General 


