
CHIROPf\ACTIC : Qualificat ions f or l icense . 

Oct ober 7 1 1937. 
; 6/_ 
!1 

Dr . Jerome r. . Fontana, Secretary 
State Board of CMropractic Lxaminera 
2605 Chippewa Street 
St. Louis , Missouri 

Dear Sir: 

F~ '"' 
~LE D[ 

_:!U I 
\,e acknowledge your request for an opinion dated 

Sep tember 14, 1937, which reads as f ollows: 

" About two ye ar s ago the ' COLLLGE 
OF CHIROPF~CTIC t (Int ernational 
Chiropr actic hesearch Foundat ion) 
was ~unded her e in St . Louis and 
becan t eachins Gbiropr actic under 
the above name until t his year when 
it was ~corporated under a pro 
forma decree of t he Circuit Court 
of St . Louis and fi l ed l'.i th the 
Secretary of Sta t e on January 16, 
1937 a s the ' LOGAN CHihOrhAC~IC 
CO~GL INC. ' and continued under 
this name until September of this 
year when t he College waa dissol ved, 
l eaving the students to con~lete 
their Chiropractic LducQt ion else
wh ere. 

nor the student s ~ho attend the 
above mentioned Colle ge approxi
~tely twenty ( 20+ no~ wish to 
enroll in the Jli s souri Chiroprac
tic College here in St . Louis to 
complete their course . Due t o 
the f act that the Logan College 
was not recognized by this Board 
we r equest your opinion as to 
v;h e ther or not these students can 
receive credit f or the period of 
time they attended the Logan Col
lege and if the Mi ssouri Board can 
accept them for examination after 
completing their course at the 
.,issour1 Chiropractic Col lege. 
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Section 13549 R. S . lo . 1929 , provideac 

11 Uo person shall engage in the 
practice of c~ropractic ,1thout 
hB.Vin£ first secured from the board 
of chiropractic examiners a license 
as rrovided ~n this chapter ~ Any 
person desiring to procure a license 
authorizing ~ or her to practice 
chiropr&ctic in this s tate shall 
1. ske np;..lica tion therefor to the 
board on a form .t rescribed thereby, 
(..,i ving ~a or her name, sex, ace, 
l1hich shnll not be le os than 21 
years , name of school or coJlege of 
which he or she is a £,raduate, and 
shall ·turnish the board satisfactory 
evidence of ~rellrndnary education 
as required i n this chapter , ahd of 
uood ~oral chnr~cter , and that he 
or she is a eraduate of a chiroprac
tic school or collcce teaching chiro
practic in accordance ~ith the requi re
ments of this chapter , which shall be 
deterr.dncd by tho board, to&ether 
\"1i th such other informs. tion as the 
board may require , and rhich appl i
cation shall be s~orn to before spme 
officer authorized to administer 
oaths . Any applicant 11:ho a.~, ... .t;lliee 
for examination to procure a license 
to practice chiropractic , and who 
hao matri culated in a c~opractic 
school or college after the passage 
of t~s chapter, fUrnish satisfactory 
evidence of their preli~ary educa
tional qualifications , to-wit: a 
certificate of e raduation f roL an 
accredited hiGh school or its equi
valent . Their c~opractic course 
shall cover a period of not less than 
three years of nine months e ech, and 
rcqu1r1n& act~~l attendance of not 
1e ss than 2045 hours and which shall 
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be cons trued as tho l'..S.XimuLl require
x;;;.ents for quali f ications to t;ractico 
chiropractic uncer this chapter. 
'lhc1•o shall bo 1)o.id to :lai d board, 
9Y e ach ap?licant , a fee of ~ 25. 00 , 
~pl5. 00 of which shall accompany the 
application, and the balance or 
~ 10 . 00 Shall be paid upon the issu
ance of a license. Any person fai l
ing to pass such cxm~ination may be 
re- exauinod within one yoar from the 
t ime of such fai l ure ~ithout addi 
tional fee . Tne board shall sub j ect 
all a1-:11cant s to an examination in 
the follo~iDJ sub j ects: anatony~ 
phy siology , apptomo.toloe,-y, hy<...iene 
end s~tation, chirop:actic ortho
pedy , patholocy , principl es ot 
c~ropractic ~ chirapractic analysis , 
and practical application of their 
knowl edge and skill i n chiropractic 
adjustine and nerve tracing. ~be 
board shall issue so such applicant , 
who Shall correctly ansror 75 per 
cont . of all questlons propounded 
in such exm1.ination, ond who shal l 
not fall b elow GO per cent. in any 
one sub j ect, a license to practice 
chiropractic . ?rovided, that per
sons ~ho have been engaged in the 
practice of chi~opractic ror a pe riod 
cr two years continuousl y prior to 
thE; passage of this chaptel' may be 
granted a l i cense by the board upon 
the payment of the required fee , and 
upon satisfy!~ the board that he or 
she is a person of cood ~ral char
ac ter , and u;on meetine such other 
requirements as the board r.ny pre
scribe: zrovidod further , t~at any 
such person , ''bo has ::;>ro.ctieed ch1r41-
~ractic for such period or two years 
shall apply for such license withLn 
thirty days after or s anization of the 
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first board of chiropractic exam
inerec Provided further , that the 
board shall not recognize any cor 
respondence work in any chiropractic 
school or college ns credit ror meet
ing the r oqu1roments of this chapter: 
Provided further , that students who 
are matriculated in a properly recog
nized chiropract ic school or college 
on October 1 , 1926, and who have had 
t ·o years higll. school or its equiva
lent at t hat time , shall be admitted 
t o examinat ion upon qualirying with 
three years of six months each actual 
attendance in such school or college: 
Provided further , that the board may 
l nsue a license without examination 
to per sons who have been regularly 
licensed to practice chiropractic 1n 
any other state, territory, or the 
District of Columbia , wherein the 
regulations for securing such license 
are q,quivalent to those r equired in 
the state of Mi ssouri , provided such 
applicant shall furniah satisfactory 
evidence that ho or she has contin
uousl y practiced chiropractic in such 
state , territory, or the District of 
Columbia, at least one year after the 
secUring of such license, and that he 
or she is of good moral character, 
and upon the payment of the required 
fee to t he tre!< surer of the board. 
All licenses shall be in effec~ until 
September let of the even- numbered 
years succeeding the date or issue." 

As to the statutory construction of legislative 
ac ts , the Legislature has provided in Section 655 1 R. s. 
Mo . the following& 

nT.he construction of all statutea 
of this state shal.l be by the fol
lowing additional rules , unlesa 
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auch construction be plai nly repug
nant to the intent of the l egisl ature , 
or of t he context of the same stat
ute: First , words and phrases shall 
be taken in thei r plain or ordinsry 
and usual aenso , but technical words 
and phrases havinc a peculiar and 
appropriate meaning in law shall be 
understood according to their tech~ 
nical i mport; .;t- -• .- * ~· ." 

Your reques t states that the Missouri Chiroprac t ic 
college at this time has the approval of the Board aa 
being a reputabl e college teaching chiropractic in ac
cordance ~ith Misaouri statutes. 

COliCLU ~ ION. 

The words and phrases used in Sec t ion 13549, supra, 
should be given their ordinary and usual meaning. In 
said s ec tion tho Legislature laid down the process in 
which a person can le gally obtain a license and become 
a practicing chiropract ic. 

Applicants for the chiropr actic l lcense, berore 
taking the examination, must f'urn1sh t he Board the name 
of the school or co lege of which he or she is a gr ad
uate, and that he or she is a graduate of a chiropractic 
school or college t eaching chiropractic i n accordance 
wi th the requirements of the Missouri Code. 

The accrediting of any school or college, teaching 
chir opractic, is left entirel y to the determination of ~ 
the Board, and once the Board accredits a coll ege in i ts 
minutes ,, i t remains accredited until the Board r esc i nds 
its pri or order. 

In addition to prescr ibed prel~nary educa t ional 
qualifications, to wit: a certificate of graduation from 
an accredited high school, or its equival ent, any appli
cant f or a license must show that he or she bas compl eted 
a chiropractic course of study of not less than t hree 
yeara of nine months each, and must have been in· actual 
class attendance not less than 2046 hours, this being the 
maximum requirements for qualifications to practice chiro
practic in Missouri. 
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This depart ment i s of the opinion that the only 
plausible construction of Section 13549~ supra , is as 
follows: Since the Lissouri chiropractic college is 
admittedly an accredited college of chiropractic in 
Missouri, the former students of the Logan Chiroprac
tic Colle ge who matriculate complete their course of 
otud7 1n the accredited school to the end that in all 
they attend three years of nine months each~ and at
tend classe s for at least 2045 hours of study of 
chiropractic and receive a diploma from the accredited 
school ~ and at the same time have the necessary pre
liminar7 educational qualif ications , the said ap~licants 
are legally qualified to take the examination for a 
chiropractic license in Missouri. 

Respectfully submitted 

\', 1.1 . vfut S J.. 'IYLRS 
Assistant Attorney General . 

APf'ROVED: 

J. 1:. . TAYLOR 
(Acting) Attorney General. 

EOSzH 


