ONS = ight of Wisscurl Commission for the Elind
to investigete ine me qualificetions of
nens'oner,

Fll

September 12, lﬂsh

-

‘1ssour] Commission for the Filmé,
3808 ‘estminster 'lace,
“te lOouls, ‘'lesouri.
Attention Ziss arle Y, Finan,
‘ension jeerster..
Gentlaman:

A request for em opinica hes deon reeelived from you
under drte of August 17, 154, sueh request deing in the
followi ng terms;

“S5ince the perslon lew providea (het any one +ho

hes m” Ing me or ls the reeivient of 600,59 or more ;=r
ennum Tro- any source whatever shall not ®e elizidle

to reeelve the pemsion, It is our vnderstanding thet

in enses of where .e know our pensiomners 'sve &n in-
come over and sbove the pension 1imit, it !s cur duty
to oteek on reld ingcme, ieeordingly we Heve requested
these persicners to flll out the enelosed “lank,

T™is rentiomer hes refused to Till out LL!s st tswent -
steting she hes not kxept a record of her (ngome, €
understond s ¢ doca heave asdlitional i{income.

@, therefore, res setfLlly requcst you advise what
ction, If any, ~e are to teke relative to payment
rens ion, Is ste Lo cont!nue to receive Lhe pension
when we do not inow whether or a2ct rer lve me {8 Wt -
in the pension 1limit’"

ftevised  t-tutus fssourl 197¢, ‘ectlom 3023, whie de-
fincs p-rsons entitled Lo receive Bl . nd rensions, ¢ ntalns tre
rfollowing:

“Irovided, th+t no suel person shall be entitled teo

a pension under thie erticle who has &2 income, or le
the reel lent, of six hundred (§600.70) dollars or
more er sanum from eay source whatever,”

Yhether or not sn a-piicant for a rension or & persom on Lhe
bliné pension roll ls recelving an i{ncome of §6°0,00 or more

per yesr 1z & question of fuet requiring iavestigetiom on the
part of the tate or iLs lnatrumentel Ities 20 that possidle
violations of the lew w11 be prevented, and the responsibllity
for heving porsons ireligidblie fo recelve pensions strickea from
the ro la rests «ith the “lascuril CO-nIal{un for the Blind under
that p t of NHevised Statutes ‘issourl 1680, eetlion 5696, which




2., wiseourl Co-miseion for the Blind, feplesber 12, 1824

nrovides as follows:

"whencver (L srall tecore knowa to the commiseion
Lhet any person «hope newe is om the bliad pension
roll 18 vo longer cuelifised to receive a penalion,
after resg neble notice malled to sue: erson st

iiis or her lsst known rosldenee eddress, sueh . retl
8811 be certified to the ptrte muditor and the

aame of such arson sh=zll be strieren froa the blind
pension roll;™

The leaat statutory quotetion above shows thet the cere
tificetion to the Jtate suditor of the "ect of lmnsliglbility of
2 person on the blind pension roll le the responeivility of the
Commission, but the st tutes do not directly celegate to say
person or body the duty of meking the investigetion meccssary -
to £ nd out the eristence or noa-existence of such feset, Yowever,
it would seon thet the Missouril Cosmisazlon for the Blind would be
the logles]l ané appro rlate sgency to meve tils Investizstion for
the following ressons;

Ae It 15 the dutly o tie Commission for the Blind %0 cde-
ternine wlether or not the income of an asrpllesnt for a ension
is suffielestly small t: oatitle sueh eyplliernt to a nension, as
Revised Jtatutes “issscurl 109%, Seetiocm .90, 'rovides in part
as follows:

"Any person elaiming 'ho benefits of t' is article
who is aggrieved by the rotion of the com~lszsion
for the %1ind ss Lo %'s or her property or ineome,
* * % say sppesl frox its deeision te the olreunlt
esurt™

B, Cha ter 8] of the Nevised Statutes of 1625 whieh deals
ith "1'md ~emsliong designates the issourl Commissaion for the
Blind cnd its offieers and employees =pd the Stete Auditor as the
officere or agencias or neracons eharg~d with the enforce~ent of
the blind pensiom law, and !f a cholce should de made dotween these
two In rixing the responaibdbllity for keeping tragk of the eligidil-
ity of persons on the dlind peaslicn rell, it would seem that the
eholce should reat with the Cormiaalon end 1is nffleera and en-~
ployees who are in far more intimete toueh =ith the bliand pension-
ers then the itste fud!ter of whose work the blind pension law is
only a small fraction,

Ce If the power and duty te lavostigate the eligitililisy
from the polint of view of income of blind pensicrers does rest
with the Commission for the Bliad, sueh power =ust inelude the
pover Lo sak questions of penslioners end t0 require & pensloner




Je Hlszourl Cormission for the Blimé. Gepiexber 172, 1524

te £111 in o form of resort vreseribed by the Co-s gsiem which
weuld asex «ithian the power of ihe GCowsls ion whiek, by
Tavisad “fetutes Yiggour! 1982, “aetliom 8891, i3 sut'erized

o "adopt byluws or riles end ragulations for 1tes governe
aant®, ‘n@ by “setion 8357 18 eubiorisged e rep-re Lthe fors
of » slieswtion Blsale to ¢ used Y pRIrsons 8 1ying Lo re-
geive dlind ranglisqs,

Ir sonelusion, it is ~ur epinien thet 17 the Hies syl
Gemmisslon for the 211ind ls satisfied sfier investigation tiet
& ravgom on Lhe Hlind ension roll is recelving from ether
sourges euificlont l-euie to muiks suek vensiorer iaeligidle to
receive & Plind rension, the Cowmlssion may eertifly this faot
to the Stete iudltor, and 1948 sueh certifie~tion could be =zade
if the Co-wlaslon is uzsble to fimd out from &ay other sauree
the extent of suel sensisnarts ineome whes sueh ceasioner proe
Tused to su ply sue’ inforsstien,

Yery wruly yours,

SUNARD Wy BID 'R

LaJITUTANT APTOANRY QLU IHAL

(ACTING)




