
ELECTIOftS: City primary election is legal holiday. 

Uar·ch 9 , 1939 

F l L E. 

Mr. John P. ~nglish 
l~corder of Deeds 
St . Louis , Missouri 

~ / 

Dear Sir : 

This will acknowledge r eceipt of your letter of 
March 8 , 1939 , requesting an opini on as f ollowal 

"I will thank you f or an ~ediate 
opinion as to whether Section 33, Page 
257 of the 193? Laws of Missouri, make 
it poss ible for the Recorder of Deeds 
Off ice t o c l ose on Primary Day Friday 
March l Oth, 1939 . " 

Section 33, .Lraws of 1~37 , v~tge 2b7, pertains t o 
elec tions i n c i t i es having bOO, OOO or more inhabi tants, 
which includes s t . ~ouis City. This sect ion provides : 

"The days upon whi ch the ~eneral, state, 
county or primary elections shall here
after be hel d in such cit y Shall be 
l egal holidays , and shall f or all pur
poses whatever as regards preaent ing 
for payment or acceptance , and the pro
testing and g1 ving noti ce of the dis • 
honor of bil ls of exchange, bank checka 
and pramiasory notes. and as regarda 
days of grace upon c~rc1al paper, 
be treated and considered as is the 
first day of the week, commonly cal led 
Sunday." 



Mr. J ohn P. English - 2 - March 9 • 1 939 

In Cummings va . Kansas Ci ty Public Service Company 66 
s . w. (2nd) l.c. 931, the court said with reference t o con
struing statutes: 

"It : a, of course , fundamental that 
where the l anguage of the statute is 
plain and admits of but one meani~, 
t here is no room for construction . 

Thia . we t h ink. i s true of Section 33• s upra, and that 
aa1d section means just what i t s ays - that the d aye on which 
the general s tate or primary elections are hel d in s uch c i ty 
shall be l egal holidays . 

Ther efor e . i t is our opini on that the day on which the 
prtmary election i s h e ld in the City of s t . Loui s is a legal 
holiday. 

AP • .>R OVI:L : 

J. w. BUF}'I NGTON 
(Acting ) Attorney Gene r al 
LLB :RT 

hespectf'ul.Ly .tiubmittea, 

LA' .~ ... nr·~ L . 1-<hAl!Ll 'Y 
Assistant Attorney r-enrral .. 


