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County required to furnish necessayy 
supplies for county officers if same 
has been contemplated in the budget • 

I 
l. 

.~r . Goorge o • ..;alt on 
Collector 
f>larion County 
Hanniba l , Ui asouri 

Dear Hr • .ualton: 

. :arch 27 , 1943 . 

FIL E 0 

2 1 

Thia vdll acknowledge r~ceipt of your letter 
of .. !arch 2~d in which you request an opin"ion of this 
_,epartulont . Yvur request , omitting cap tion and si3na­
turo , is as follows: 

"Villl you please advise me just what 
authori t y the County Collector has 
to purchase nocess1t1es for his 
office such as , desks , chairs , typo­
writers , sta tionery , books and other 
necoasary supplies . 

" 'LS a matter of common s ens e and 
cooper a tion, I have made every eff ort 
to cooperate with the County Court and 
conform to my budget figures when 
major purchases arc made . 

"However , I shall very much appreciate 
~our opinion which I fool will gr eatly 
enl i ghten me as to this subject . " 

In answer to your question , we will first cite 
you to ..;action 2480, n. s . J..o . 1939, which provi des as 
foll ows : 

" 'rho said court sh1.1.ll have control 
a..nd .aanaee 1ent of tho prop 3rcy , real 
and personal , bel oneins t o the county , 
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and shall h nve po\'for and authority 
to purchass , lease or receive by 
donation any property, real or per ­
sonal, for t he use and benefit of 
the county; t~ sel l and cause to be 
conveyed any rea l estate , goods or 
chattels bel ongi ng to the county , 
appropriating the proceeds of such 
s nl e to the use of the s ame , and to 
audit and settle all demands agains t 
t he county . " 

I n the caso of ~~ing v. Vernon ~ounty , 2l 6 llo . 
681 , tho court hel d that it is the dut y of tho c ounty to 
provi de and pay f or the n ecessary janitor services for the 
off ice of count y recorder , and i n that case , where the 
county refused an1 tue recorder pai u for the nec essary 
services, he was allo~ed to recover the amount which he 
had paid . 

Again, i n Harkreador v . Vernon County, 216 Uo . 
696 , t he court held t hat i t was the dut y of t ho count y to 
pay for the water and light us ed in t he jail , nfter the 
sheriff was forced to pa3 for s uch s ervices himself . 

1\nd we wisn t o cite you to t he case of Buchanan 
v . _\alls Count y , 222 .3 . \i . 1002 , whore it \'faa held that it 
is t ne dut y of the count y t o furnish the treasurer of the 
county with sui tabl e offic e space , heat , lights and janitor 
s ervice . 

There s eems to be no doubt that tho c ounty s hall 
pay for t ho maintenance of offices of the var i ous county 
offic ers snd furnish the necessar y supplies of such off icas . 
However , the casas cited above were a l l dec i ded prior to 
the budget act for the d iffer ent co~ties # which is in force 
and effect 1n t he ~tato of M1seour 1 . This budeot act is 
found ln Chapter 73 of t he Revised Stat utes of Ui s souri for 
1 939 . Section 1091 2 of said act provide s as f'ollO\iS: 

" It is hereby made t he express dut y 
of every off icer claiming any payment 
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for salarJ or sup) lies to furnish to 
tho clerl~ of the count y court , on or 
before tho fiftoont_l day of J anuary 
of each yoar an ite~zod stnte~ent of 
t_1.o os til'Mlted onount requh•od for the 
payment of ~11 salaries or any other 
expense for personal sorvico of what -
over k1nd dur1ne tho cur r ent year and 
t he section or sections of l aw under 
which he clai~ his office is entitled 
to t ho amount reques ted , also he shall 
submit an ito~ized statement of the 
sup;lies he will r~qu1re for his of fice , 
sep~ratin~ those whlcn are payable under 
class 4 ana class 6 . Officers wh o are 
paid i n whole or i n part other than out 
of t ho ordinar~ rovonue , whether pai d by 
feos or other\'lise , snnll submit nn esti­
mate for supplies in tho swno manner as 
officers who are pai d a salary out of 
ordinary r evenue , Uo offic er shal l ro­
colv~ any snlar~ or allowance for sup­
plies until all the info~~ation required 
oy this s ection s hall have oeen f urnished . 
The clt)r k of the c ounty court sno.ll pre­
pare and file an ostiuato for his off ice; 
also for t ho expens e of the judges of 
the count~ court . I f for any year the re 
sho ld not b e suffi cient funds for the 
count~ c ourt to pay all t ho ap~rovod 
ost~aates under class 4 , after having 
provid3d for t he prior clnssoa , tho 
county court s hall apportion and appro­
priate t o oach office t ho available 
funds on hand and anticipated, i n the 
proportion that the n~proved ust:ma~e of 
each office ooars t o the t otal approved 
estL.tate for class 4 . " 

Conclus i on . 

It is th.) conclusion of this J)opartuen t t ha t the 
county shall f rnis •. noc ... ssar~ Du )_.li~s i'or t he vnrioas county 



-4- •. arc_ .. 27, 1945. 

of ..:' icors , and , .follomnrr t ho case-:1 cited above , it appears 
that i n s everal instancds where t~e county court has ro­
fusod so to do , that tne cow1ty o; ficer , nftor purchasing 
s uch suoJpliea hir.lsel f , hus boon able to r ..~cover the amount 
so o~~ponded . liowever , undor the budget act a.s cited above , 
before any suppli es may be purchased i .n thio ~annor , i t 
is noceasary that they be considered and placed in the 
county budget at t he time such budget is mado up . 

APPROVED a 

ROY t.cKITrrliCK 
Attorney- General 

JSP :EG 

~ospec cfully subnitted , 

JOlfl~ S . PHILLIPS 
Assistant Attorney- General 


