COUNTY OFFICERS: County required to furnish necessary
il supplies for county officers if same
has been contemplated in the budget.

darch 27, 1943,
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lir, George C. alton

Collactor
liarion County
Hannibal, }Missouri

Dear Mr, Ualtong

This will acknowledge recelpt of your letter
of larch 256d 1n which you request an opinion of this
separtaent, Your request, omitting caption and sipgna-
ture, is as follows:

"W1ill you please advise me just what
authorlity the County Collector has
to purchase neocessities for his

of fice such as, desks, chalrs, type-
writers, stationery, books and other
necessary supplles.

"is a matter of common sense and
cooperation, I have made every eflort
to cooperate with the County Court and
conform to my budget figures when
major purchases are made,

"However, I shall very much appreciate
your opinlon which I feel wlll greatly
enlighten me as to this subject., "

In answer to your question, we will first clte
you to 3ectlon 2480, R. 2. lo. 1939, which provides as
followa:

"The saild court shall have control
ancd management of the propsrty, real
and personal, velonging to the county,
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and shall have power and authority
to purchese, lease or receive by
donation any property, real or per-
sonal, for the use and benefit of
the county; to sell and cause to be
conveyed any real estate, goods or
chattels belonging to the county,
aporopriating the proceeds of such
sale to the use of the same, and to
audit and settle all demands agalnst
the county."

In the case of iwing v. Vernon County, 216 lic.
681, tho court held that 1t is the duly of the county to
provide and pay for the necessary janitor services for the
office of county recorder, and in that case, where the
county refused and the recorder pald for the necessary
services, he was allowed to recover the amount which he
had paid,

Again, in Harkreader v. Vernon County, 216 lic.
696, the court held that it was the duty of the county to
pay for the water and light used in the jall, after the
sherliff was forced to pay for such services himself.

And we wish to cite you to the case of Buchanan
Ve 14l 1s County, 222 5. Ve 1002, where it was held that it
is ths duty of the county to furnish the treasurer of the
county with sultable office space, heat, lights and janitor
service.

There seems to be no doubt that the county shall
pay for the malntenance of offlees of the various county
officers and furnish the necessary suppliecs of such offices.
However, the cases cited above were all decided prior to
the budget act for the different counties, which is in force
and seffect in the State of Hissourl, Thils budget act is
found in Chapter 73 of the Revised 3tatutes of lissourl for
1939. Section 10912 of ssaid act provides as follows:

"It i1s hereby made the express duty
of svery officer claiming any payment
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for salary or supplies to furnish to

the clerk of the county court, on or
before the fifteenth day of January

of each year an itemized statement of
the ostimated amount required for the
payment of all salaries or any other
expense for personal service of what-
ever kind during the current year and
the section or sections of law under
wnich he clalms his office is entitled
to the amount requested, also he shall
submit an 1temized statement of the
supplies he will require for his office,
separatin: those which are payable under
class 4 and class 6, Officers who are
peld in whole or 1n part other than out
of the ordlnary revenue, whether paid by
fees or otherwise, shall submit an esti-
mate for supplies in the same manner as
officors who are pald & salary out of
ordinary revenus, No officer shall re-
celvs any salary or allowance for sup-
plies until all the information required
oy thls sectlon shall have been furnished.
The clsrk of the county court shall pre-
pare and fllo an estimate for hils office;
also for the expense of the judges of
the county court, If for any year there
should not be sufficient funds for the
county court to pay all the approved
estimates under class 4, after having
provided for the prior classes, the
county court shall apportion and approe-
priate to each office the avallable
funds on hand and anticipated, in the
proportion that the approved estimate of
each office bears to the total approved
estimate for class 4,"

Coneclusion.

It is ths conclusion of this pepartment that the
county shall furnisi necessary suppliss for the variocus county
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of "icers, and, following the cases cited above, it appears
that in several instancss where the county court has re-
fused so to do, that the county officer, after purchasing
such supplies himself, has been able to rocover the amount
so expended, However, under the budget act as cited abwe,
before any suppllies may be purchased in this manner, it

is necessary that they be consldered and placed in the
county budget at the time such budget 1ls made up.

Hespectifully submitted,

JOHN S, PHILLIPS
Asslistant Attorney-General

APPROVEDS

~ ROY MEKITTRICK

Attorney-General
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