
LICENSE: 
MERCHANTS : 

The legislature has determined that the license 
required "begins" on the date when the county col 
lector approves the bond and grants the license , 
and that said license ends twelve months there-
after . 

FILED 
lir . George o. !Jalton 
Collec t or of Mari on County 
Hannibal, ttiaa ouri 2 1 
Dear Sirs 

Your request for our opinion dated lfovember 1•. 
1939, is as fol l owaa 

ttit haa been quite contusing to me to 
determi ne what power or authority. or 
who is to determine when a merchant' a 
or manufacturer's license begins and 
when it ends . It is my understanding 
it has been the practice or precedent 
in the Counties .for t h e Collector to 
determ"ne when the license should bep.1n 
and end, and sometime it 1s deeided by 
the c ounty courts by c ourt order when 
this license s nould begin and eno . ill 
you please advise o as to this uatter 
at your ear·lies t conven i ence?" 

It is assumed that the 'license to which you refer i s 
the license requi r ed in connection with the ad valorem tax 
on merchc.ndise of merchants . 

The legislature has determined that said licenae bes ins 
on the date the col lector approves the bond g iven to guarantee 
payment of aaid tax, and ends twelve months t hereafter , aa 
will appear from the following. 

Secti on 10077 n. S . Mo . 1929, Mo . Stat . Ann . page 8063 , 
provides that s a id tax shall be pai d • 

Section 10076 n. S . 
requires aaid licenae . 

• 1929, Mo . Stat . Ann . ge 8062, 
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Section 100'18 R. s . J!o. 1929, aa amended Lawa o~ Missouri 
1935, page 407, llo . Stat. Ann . pages 8063-8070, providea a 

"Any person, corporation or copartnership 
of persona applying f or a license t o vend 
merchandise shall, before !!.!. .2.£. the y ahall 
receive puch license , execute~ ~!2 
the state,. with good and s uf1'icient surety, 
conditioned t hat he will, on or before the 
first day of J anuary next f ollowing, pay 
to the collector of the proper county the 
tax due upon such licenae J which bond shall 
~ approved £I ~ collector, and his approv
!! indorsed thereon . 

Section 10004, ·R . s. Mo. 1929, Mo. Stat. Ann. pa ge 8067 
provides that the county clerk shall issue (to the collector, 
Section 10085, It. s. Mo. 1929, Jlo. Stat. Ann . page 8068 ) 
blank licenaea at the direction of the county court, and 
provides that the authority of the 11cenae ahall extend "for 
twelve month•"• 

Section 100~, R. s . uo. 1929, Mo. Stat. Ann. page 8070, 
in part prorldea a 

"Each coll ector, at each regular term 
of the county court, s hall return on oath 1 
Firat, all blank licenaea not granted by 
h 1mJ aecond, a l iat o~ all licenaea granted 
by him and not before accounted tor, show
ing "" -t• * the c0111nencement and te.rmination 
of each license granted by~." 

The atatutory provisions above cited and quot ed have thia 
e~f'ecta The county clerk must, &.t the direction of the county 
court, issue b lank licenses to the collector. Said license 
must be obtained by merchants f rom the coll ector. Rut befo~ 
a merchant can obtain s aid licenae, he must furnish a bond. 
It is the duty of the collector to approve or d isapprove e aid 
bond. Inasmuch as the collector has no legal authority to 
iss ue aaid license until he has approved said bond, the 11cenae 
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can not begin until the bond 1 a approved; the lieenae doe a 
beg1tl on the day when the bond is approved . The coll ector 
should fill 1n t~ blank licenae accordingly. 

As a general illuatration: If a licenae becomes 
erfeotive on February rirst, the bond makes certain the payment 
of the tax on the following J anuary rirat. ~ the following 
February f1rat, a bond makes certain the payment of the tax 
on the· fol l owing J anuary first . 

CONCLUSI ON 

I n our opinion, the le~islature hae~determined that the 
license (required by Section 100~6 R. s . Ko. 1929• Uo. Stat . 
Ann . page 8062 ) "begins• on the date when the county collector 
approves t he bond (required by Section 10078 n. s. Mo. 1929, 
as amended Lawa or Missouri 1935, page •o7. llo. Stat. Ann . 
pages 8063-8070) and grants the licenae, and that •~1d 11cenae 
ends twelve months t he r e.arter. 

APPROVED : 

\i • J • Bot@ 
(Acting ) Attorney Genet·al 
EH :RT 

LAWRENCE L . BRADLEY 
Aasiatant Attorney General 


