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RELATING TO POWER OF CITIES OF THE THIRD CLASS TO 
LEVY A LICENSE TAX Oli BARBER SHOPS, BEAU'fi P ARTLORS , ETC . 

0 _t?' ~ I 

nay 9, 1934 

DI'. •·illiam t • .Javio 
a.yor o-r Nevaaa 

nevada , MiasoUl'i 

Dear Doctor: 

Fl LE '-' \ 
~ < ~ \ 

( \./ 1 

e ~cknowle~~c your lottor of date r~ let, 
1935, in which you inquire as tollowa c 

"I very cuch desire your opi nion 
r egardinJ ~ower of' t e City to assess 
and collect City Occupation License Tax 
on Barber Shops and Beauty Shops . 1t 
Beauty Shops are cL~esed as protesaiona, 
pos s ibly they could not be taxed locally. 

Th nking you very mucp, I am •••• " 

Sect i on 6840 ~eviaed Statute~ o~ Liesouri , 
relating t o cities of t he third class , providoo in part 
as f'ollowsc 

.-The council shall have poT. er and authority 
to levy and coll ct a license tax on ••••• 
barbers , barocrshopa , hair drcosers , hair 
dreaoillcl shops, .• heth r eon ucted in 
connect_on ith other buaineae or sep. 
arate, and beaut y parlors •••• • 

The above statute en~~eratcs the ki nds of 
businesses , or t he callings, vocations or pursuits 
which may be taxed, and in as much aa barbera, barber
shops , hair dresser s, hair dressing shops and beauty 
)ar l or o are enumer ated i n t he sta tute, trom which tne 
power is deriv ed to tax, it follows t hat t he city 
counci1s o~ cities of the third claaa may by ordinance 
levy a lice se tax on such businesses , callings , voca
tiolle or pursuits. 

If such were not enumerated i n the stat ute, 
then t ho city coul d not tax them. 
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~·r. t ill !am t . Davl~ 

In Cit)' ot 7ulton v .. Crai~ne..1d , 164 u. A. 
1 . e . 91, t he c~urt OJe flZ:ing t hl"'U£h Judge El licon 
aaia i n _1a1·t ac f9llows& 

n~he otatute (~ccti~n o~s3 ) cn~~rnt~ 
t he kinds ot busin eo, or the callings, 
voea tions or ~urGuita , ~hich may be 
u u:od , does not nai.ie plumbine a-.. one of 
t.he :n. ~io1· i s t iAOl' unyttli~: in aJ"17 
oth r statute !ro:n r~h1eh t ue pouar i a 
e i t hor fai••ly or nee BGflril.y i t 1: lled. 
(City ot Ind~penGence v .. Cl evelan4, 167 
to . 384. ) Thtlretore th~ ~ity ot Fulton 
muet l ook to t he Le~i lnture , 1not ud 
of t he oourt.e, fot· t he roq'.liaite pO"r.er. " 

I n vie ot ~he toreeoi ng stat ute and decision, 
wo hold t.h a city o~ t lu! t hird elass baa the power 
a~ authority to leYy a l ieelUiG t ax on b:l.rbere , barber 
shopa t netr drG&aero, hai r dreosinz chop• and beaut y 
parloro. 

ne pectf'ul ly au n itttK\, 

\f . w. Barnes 

Aaci otant r\ttorney General 
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-----------
At torney- General 
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