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debts du e and district and t o pay debts owi ng by 
t he district, upon dissolution. 

rr . Elliott ' . Dampf , 
Pr osecuting Att o rney , 
Jeffer Pon Ci t y , ;· i 8Siuri. 

Dear Sir: 

"fe a r e ackno7ledginR receint of your letter i n 
N ich you 1nouire as follo~s : 

"~ould ap~reciate your oni n i on as t o 
whet her i n t he d i osolution of a 
spe c ial road d istr ict , the t rustee 
nar.1ed by t he county court has t he 
aut~1ori t y to Y>ay labo r bil ls with 
the noney he receives t hrough pay
~ent of the 1S33 taxes . 

Also, r-hether t he county cour t ~ust 
all ow a bil l r endered b y the county 
nosess or for mak i ng a transfer book 
of 958 t r ansfers at 10¢ per nace . " 

I 

You inquire hether a t rustee no~ed by t he 
county court has aut ori t y to nay labor bil ls of a dis
solved road dist r i ct with ~~ney received frorn 1933 taxee . 
Section 8083 , R. S. l.:o . 1 929 , provides as fol lows : 

fol lo1W : 

" No d i ssol ution of such road dis
trict s~all invalidate or ~ffect 
any r i gat accruin~ t o sue~ ro~d dis
t r i ct or to any ner son , or invalidate 
or affect any contrac t e~tered i n t o 
or i mposed on such road distric t." 

Sect i on 8084 , R. S . :·o . 1929 , provides as 

",.thenever t he county cour t s hall dis
solve any such r oad distr i ct, t '1e s aid 
count y cour t s~~ll aopoint some conne
tent oerso~ t o ac t ns trus t ee for the 
roPd dis trict so dis~olved , and such 
trustee, before entering u~on t he dis 
cher~e of his duties , shal l t ake and 
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oubscribe an 0:1t h t hat he will fnith
ful l y d i s c 1a.rr;e t 1e <'u t ico of 1is 
office, rnd s ~all ~ ive bond ith suf
f icient security to be on~roved by the 
court, to the uce of suc h disi~coroorated 
road distr ict, conditioned fo r the f ait h
ful disc'large of hi s dn t y." 

Section 8085 , R. S. o . 1029 , ~rovides as fol 1 o~s : 

"The trustee shall hove po-er to nrosecute 
~nd defend t o final jud~ent all sui ts i n
s tituted by or ng~inst the r oad district, 
coll ect all •..1oneys due t he same , 11m: i(l.,te 
al. l l t'wful de"1a.'"lds ~~,c inot t he some , a '1d 
f or t hat nuroose shall sel l any nr operty 
belon~ing to sue~ r opd d istrict, or so 
~ch t~ereof as may be necess~ry, and 
gener ally to do all acts requisite t o 
bring t o a speedy close all the affa irs 
cf t~e road district , and fo r tt~t ~r-
pose, Q'"lder t 'le order and direct ion of 
t ne county court, to exerc ise all t he 
nower s g iven by 1 ~ to sc1d road district . " 

~ection 8086 , R. s . !~ . 1929 , pr ovides P. G follo~ = 

"\1heri the trustee s hal l have closed 
t ~e affairs of t'le road i otrict, ond 
shall have ~aid all debts 1e by o~id 
road district, he shall pay over t o t he 
count y treasurer all ,oney re~ainin~ 
in 'l i s ha~ds, and t a!e receipt t .erefor, 
and del ive r t o t he cler k of such county 
court all books, Pa~ers , records ond 
deeds belonf:; ino- t o t he disFolved road 
district . " 

Under t he foregoing Secti ons, didsolution of t ~e 
district eholl not affect any right accruing to any ~crso, 
o~ account of anv contract ent ered into by any district . 
~ 1e11ever t 11e count y court shall dis sol ve a dis trict, it 
s hall apooint some comoe t ent person to net as tr1st~e, 
and t he trus t ee 1s dUties are t o C')llect the Money due t e 
sa.rre and belonginl"" t o t 'le dist rict, tlTld ay ~11 t :1e debt s 
o i n& by t~e distri ct, nnd t he bnl~~ce of t .e 1oney n1all 
be tur ned over t o t '1e coun ty treasurer. 'Je t 1erefor e con
clude t nat t he above statutes ._,nJce i t t 'le dut y of t'le 
t rus t ee of t '1e dis sol vcd district to col lect al _ f unds due 
t 1e dis t r i ct , taxes or other~sc , ~nd p y ~11 bill s , inclu
ding l abor bill a . 

It i s t her efore our on i nion that t 'ie tr1st ee of 
a disPolved road district 1ns t .1e aut 1orit y to pay ltlbor 
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bills owed by t~e district with ~ncy ~1 i ch he receives 
t r oug.1 the pay-.ent of 1933 ta.xeo. 

II 

You next inqu ire ,..·1ether t he count y court r:uct 
allow a bill rendered by t he county assessor fo r mbking a 
transfer book . ~e do no t find t hnt t he st tute aut~orizes 
t he ~ay,ent of ony fee for t 1i s ser vice, and the general 
rule i o t hat unless t he officer clairn i ng t he fee can noint 
out t he stetute which e ntitles ni o t o t he collecti 1n of 
the fee, no f ee can be col 1 ected. 

it is s a id: 
In Sanderson v. Pike County , 195 . o. 590 , 605 , 

•It is well- settled law in t ~is ~tate 
thrt t he ri~ht t o co~e1sation for t he 
disc nar ge of official dut ies is uurely 
a creature of t he statute, and that the 
statute ~ ich is cl aimed to confe r that 
right mus t be otrictly construed. The 
right of a ~ublic off icer to cocnensa
t ion is de rived from t he statute, and 
he is entitled to noae fo r serv i ces he 
ma y perform as such officer, unless the 
statUte g ives it . " ( Cit~tions om~i tt ed). 

It is t herefore our o•:>i"li on t h<l t unless t he 
stetu te g ives to t '1e assesso r t 1c r ight t o collect f or t his 
service no f ee is due hie. ~e hnve been unable to find 
any such statutery aut~orization, and if y~u can point ou t 
any statute w~ ic ~ deals l'fi t h tl-te subject we shall be ... lad 
t o construe it . 

Very t rul y yours , 

FRA.Ia: • HAYES, 
Ass i otant Attornev General . 

Art ROVED: 

Attorney General. 

F.H:S 


