
NEPOTISM: 

~ . l liott . Oampf , 
lrorcc tin~ •ttornev, 

County official permitting relative to 
render personal service to him does not 
violate Section 13 of Article XIV where 
relative fills no official position and 
does not render service to the State 
in such capacity, 

Jcf f: r">on Cit· , 'io~:mri. 

De r Sir : 

e ;:-re rc '10 .. '1 ocgin ' rece .i.pt 0f your l p tier in "f. i lc ' vou 
i nrru ire as f oll or~ : 

• ·,111 you kindlv ad,•ise -e 1~ it if; a viol"t.i.on of 
the Anti- nepotia'11 L~'P. , fo:- <' c~untv official to 
al lo a mzr·oer of "his f:- ?t il. t') aid hi tl in the 
dutlCG of his o:~ice . This ffici~ hss n t t1e 
~lt .ori ty to ... ~~oint ~~vone i1 ,lc ?rfjce , ~~d t1e 
c "'unty cnnrt r1oes not me '.e any -:llo• ,nee for t is 
cl~f ' r ~iTo , -~j due to t~e fnm~l) relrtion, h~r 
·ork is of P ~ratu itous natur e . " 

cl Cv on 1 3 of \rticle XI V of h~ Conr.titution of i c0uri 
rov.de~ P foll o c : 

11 Any oublic officel' or c p1o~,.c oft 1iF. t .. te 0..,. 
of r-my politic"l GUbdivialon tttereof ho P all , 
by virtue :::>.:' s~id office ore plov.!ten t, !lav e t·,c 
r .;.ght to n:lT:le or ap"'oin t 'ny ne:tRoo to render 
ser vice to the ""t te or to en't no11tic<:u P.uofivi aion 
thereof , l"nd '"'110 ahal l name or appoint t o ~•.1 cn 
serv:t.ce any re.ltltivc '= J t hin the f'1urt c1 ep;rc~' , 
eit ,.,r by c onnanrui nity or affin ity, shall t rAby 
forfeit his or h~r -:>ffice or emloy ent . 1 

'.inoer the above Secti~)n of the constitution . a11v c:ficer 
who n<'nes or o~noints any ~erson rel~ted ~jt11n tne fourth de
r ree to render ~ervice to the 3 t a t e s a l l forfeit ~is office . 
~ believe , ·1o-ever, t 1e proner construction to be ol .... ced uno':'l 

th ... t conctitution~l rov.l.sion 1.a that RUch eraon must be 
~ry oi1ted to-hold ~n official n~oition existin~ under t~c la~s 
or c ~~stitution of t .i s Stn~e , and rnuct render Rervic e to the 
~t~ t ~ • s ~u ch . ~P, believe t h?- t there is a nistinct ion het~een 
renderin~ rer,i ce to the ~tate in an officjal cpn city 9nd in 
ro:anc'eri n •er£'onrl service to a membe:r o .c the family who is ~ 
~ublic of~iccr1 The test , ac we understand it, i s het~er or 
"'lot t€' erco., B.onointed t o fill an offic1 aJ oosi t on -"ld 
~hetle r 1e renderP qcrvice to t he ~t ~te i n cu~ h of~l cinl c ~upci tv . 

here ~ ubl ic officer ha s i, hin office ~ ne.,ber of "'is f<' · il y 
"'r o does no t occupv ~n of 1!'i cic-1 position nor render ~t'l'Vice t o 
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t he State i n cuch c~o~city, ~Jt w 1o~e serv1cc~ ~rc rendered 
ue raonally ~nc: ';r:-tJi t ouoly to the offic er by re ~e:: on '='f t he 
fp .ily relat ionsbi '") , -e do not believe t hat such sit·.l~ t io"l 
cv e s it in the r~vision o! ~ection 13 o! Article XTV . 

You st~te t hat t he C)unty offici al per~it~ ~e~be~s 
of ':'l iG r~mily t o cid him nernon~ill i n the n tlf ~ of hi E 
office; :bat C"Uc!l per son does no t hold an of.llcin.l ~o~it on , 
and t . t her or i c of a gr atuitous nat ure . 

It i a t herefore t he opinion o! t his nepart~eLt th~t 
the c ~ntv official in per rri tting a mecber of is f2nily to 
~id 1i n oerscnall y in the duties of his office ~oe c no t 
viol ~te the pr ovisions of Section 1 3 of ~rt1cle XJ V, nuc1 
relative no t holdlng an offici 1 posi tion ~ ,d ~ot re n ering 
cervice to the St ate in :uc h caoacitv . 

Vorv t r uly ycurE , 

-~~4-.» 
AsRiot~nt At.torne ~~~rel . 

AP!P.OVED : 

Attor~ey General . 


