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T_lls "'111 aclmO\ 'LJd o .~.•eceipt of your 1 , ttor of 
l•'corunrj 12th in wrlich you ro IUOst an opinion of this cpo.rt
uont . l our oplniorl rcquost , o:nitti11.:; captio .. 1 nne.. oi·nuturo , 
ls 113 follows : 

" I represent ·,a to · J ia trict ,16 of 
Jackson u'ounty 1 1 •. l:..sour1 , nnd wo are 
con:' l"ontod \ 1 th a si tuatlon \Yherc oy 
~nnsus v lty , 1 1ssourl , is now l aying 
a pipe line t .1r ou0h our Vistl"lct 
dirac t1) l'ro.l one s lao to tha other 
sioo of o u_• .... istric t and it un:, bo that 
i n tno fu turo the Glty mu;, aoslre to 
sell ,,u tor to our customers or prospec
tive c.1sto..nors in our t 3rritoriul uis
trlct also we nor huve one s n nll crnn
.._:>otl tor \",ho OU} s u lroc tlJ f r o:.11 t ... 1o City 
and oollo fro~ its lL~e to J OOplo in 
our Dlstrlct . 

'" ,e o.rc l n corporo. t od under <..hnpter 79 , 
. .~o.""Llclc 12 , of th .J .{ vised Jtatutos for 

l... so ..tr.:. of 1~39 . I find no d0clai01.s 
1n t :1o ..., tato of l .. isoourl 1-iy our lPP 1llo.to 
vourto ~hel"O~y .r can use tho 1 for an 
aut ... 1orl t., in adviclng r.-cy c llont \':nethe r 
or not \•e llavo oxc l us1 vo rizhto to s o1l 
rater ln our ,iatrict ana that shoul d 
:mJ otho.· .ntor Co .1~nn:; \Vhothor 1 t be 
Knnaus t.-it:, or a 11r1vuto · 1t..ivlduo.l uosl ~e 
to ·o L.to our .Jlstrlct and sup_)l~ ' ater 
to our custo . .tors or ?rou~ .ctlvo c uotonors 
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or other peopl e wi t hin our vistri ct . 
who t h or wo i' o:uld bo wl thin our right s 
to f ilo ru1 injunction ou1 t to prohloi t 
t iliS • 

'trl'her~l oro r v Oi...ld ap!Jroc iato your 
op.iniou a.s to whet her or not we have 
axel us 1 vo rieh ts to s e l l r;n t er '"'1 t h in 
our torr ~ torial l~ita . 

"Your oplnlo.1 f1oula bo e rectl -y appr , 
elated by tho writer no woll as ator 
.Jistrl ct 7t6 of J uc '<:son County . " 

\ o J ou state .:n your roquoat, thor~ havo ooo.1 no 
court aoc . alo.LS on J\l~ticlc 12 of (i,\Upt er 70 , t . ~ . I o . 1D3~ , 
w .. 1lcn uonl wi t .1 t ho for.3o.t1on of puol lc water sup .1-:; u istricts . 
In vi ew of thi s fac t it ls noc es s a r J to oxo.. :ti n o tho sta tute s 
i n suc.~1 article 1 1 an of f ort to a ... ·ri ve at t he i nto.1t lo.1 uf the 
.L~ · isl o.tur\3 a.t t.10 tlHc it \'.Els ona c tod . · .o fool t hat t his 
en!: be o.cco1.1plia!led by a o t ud:; of 3oc tion 1 2620 of tho La.ws 
of . 1ssour1 for 1941, po.go 353, t h lcn provi avo as f ol lo,,s : 

" This ur t l do l o :.1t"'nuoa to • .lo.lto .Josulblo , 
t lL'OU.,J 1 ;)<l!:>l l c c c.;rporu tio1l.S , i. · c oun ti c s 
r .. 1lc!1 now .nuv ., or M'lJ .lo ... ·J l ,a.f t or u uvo a. 
;')Opul -clon of tv;e lve tholAsa.nd .t'lvo hundr nd 
inllnbl t·1n ts or raore , c o.1vonioncou i n tho 
us3 of wate:- , ll..tple i n quantl-cy for a l l 
11C-xiful purpos ·o anu 1Juro and \ hol oso 10 

ln <!Unll t y , furnished ft•o,a co ..... . on oourcos 
o.: suppl y to many lnhaol to.nts of our otnt e 
no. o.oniod suol1 n~l v11 0(10S ; ar.d ti1oreby 
p ro .. toto t=>U':>l ic heal th and san1 to. t ion, J.lako 
uvni la~lo c o,.vonionca s not other wise poa
sibl o , a.J.u for the b Ol'leral public welfare . " 

.Hlis sec t ion a 1onds Soc tlou 1 2620 , t . -; . 1 o . 1 93 9 , b~ .. ;~orely 
c nns ln · t .. 1o nece~ sa.ry population f r o11 t wont y - ftvo t housand in
ho.oi t a.lto to twclv 0 t h ouso..l.U five hundred lru1a".:>i tunts . :'hio 
n :mo-.!r , o~' c ourse , is t h e J1lnir.1wn oas i s as sot oy th .) I.o · isla.turo . 

As cau t>o s oe.1 f r o1 rea.uiu · t his ooctlon o: tho stn t utos , 
t .h.l pur )OUO of t.l.J for!!l:l tlon o£ nuc11 p..1ollc rater s up ... l J L. l s .., r i o t s 
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is for t uo ,?rO.lOti o . of publ i c h ealth anu snni t a. t ion, to 
fu.c• ... d s _l c onvo.Llienc es n ot othor•wlso pos sib l e , nna for t no 
geno r n l pu ·ol i c welfare . It i s C01l .o .. l KnO'i· l edge tha t in 
nan., locali t ics there is n ot an o.vailo.bl o wate1 .. su > 1ly , and 
we f eol t hat t ne inte1 t.ton of t he L~glslature i n passing 
t his t\r t ic l e 1 2 , was f or t .1e bonefi t of the peopl e 11 v i ng 
1:·1 s uc!l a locality anu f o _· t h oir ceneral welfare . I f t h ere 
i s a pos s lblli t y o·f a r·ator suppl y f r o.:t moro tha~-: ono s ource , 
of c ou .. ~se thi s .ai cht pos s ibl y net to t h e oonefit of t ho public 
also . 

e have cnrefullJ studi ed and reo.e: t h e on t i r e 
article , ooglnninb o.t ...>action 1262 1 and ondlnG ui t :'1 ::>OCtion 
1 2638 , and also Jaction 1 2620 of t he L U I.''S of . l s s:> uri for 
1 941, and nowhere d o we f lna in those provisions any i n tina 
tion that su c i.1 we.to.r• diatr1ct shall have e.~clusivo right to 
s ell \"S. t er in t h o district includoa l n its terri torial l .i.ulit s . 

action 1~624 s ots ou t t he p owers oi' o. public water 
suppl~· c.. istrict out doos not say t ha t i t snall h ave the ex
c lusive right t o sel l \vater i n 1 ts distr i ct . Tho s o v:ator 
suppl :y a is tric t .... r1o.y l ssu o bonos nno estLna te t he t o.x l ovy 
\?!li ch is t o b e l ovied by t he c ount~ c ourt , Jut wo do not f ool 
t nat und or o.n~ of the powers conferred upon t hos e d.ls t r i cts 
by t ho .{evised . tatutes t h a t \. ator Distric t Ho . 6 of Jncks on 
County , l1.1s so \U'1 , hat:~ t he excl usive r ig.nt t o soll water in 
i t s t erritorial l imits . 

.\OY , .• cKI'l''!'HICK 
At t ornoJ - Genor a l 

,tcspoctfully aubni t t od , 

J O.tiJI S . PHI .u.ui PS 
Assistan t ~\. t t orno:, - Gonor nl 
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