
LABOR OOWAISSIONER:-Under Section 13221, R. S. Mo. 1929, ~0mmis
sioner has right to require report of i ndus
trial accidents even though employers are 
also requ ired to make report of accidents to 
Workmen's Compensa t ion Commission. 

rs . '~ry Edna Cruze~ , 
Coll'lmi qP i one r of L aoor, 
..:efferE""on ~Ji t :v , 1 ic '1Ur i. 

Denr . ra . Cr1zen: 

Cc t ober 1 7 , 19~4. 

e ~.re s c 'cno"":'l edgl'lf, rec e ip t of 
1 t ter in •'1.lic"'l you .:nrn;i~e as fo1 o•,ora : 

"Ha'1 t ')e l ::oor .,.,e I ndust rial I n
snection l)c.....,<'rt.,e .t t'le r ig"1t to 
enfor ce sect ion 13221 of the 
.' i sqouri St~te Lebo1• T ~1"\"a in vie\v 
of t hA fP c t t~~t the • isamJri 
· orknen ' s Col"lt>ens?t1 on Commiss i on 
i s suno11ed '"fi t 'l t .11s infor M:; tion?" 

You inqui re ~het'1e r or n" t vour Denprt
'ent 1~ s a r1P,nt to enforce Sect j on 132~1, ~. s. Jo . 

1"::-29 . Th·' t s ect on reads ~o fol l o s: 

11 All acc i dents i n ...,anuf'lctnrinp. , 
''le ch s.ni cnl , nerca.n t i le o r other 
eato.bl ieh,nent s or nlnces -1 t :lin 
t '' i s s t a t e ..,.·1ere 1 abor i s e m l oye-d 
~tich n~event tde injured per son 
or '1e r sons f rotn retur nl nr t o wor k 
~1 t h in fou r days -u' t e r t he in jur y , 
or ·; . ich reeul t in de~ th , S'1a1 , be 
reported bv th~ person in ch~rge 
of sue~ est abl i shrne1t o r Place 
to the Oo'J! i soioner of labor and 
i ndustri al i nspection or t o one of 
the ass ist~nt or de~uty ins )ectors 
p rovided for by t~i~ c 1aut er, and 
P.loo t o t he city or o.-mnt v nhyn i c i an , 
'"'hen t~1ere be ~1c!'l an officer, t., ti oh 
noti c e !lay be f, i ve 1 by "!tail . n 

n'1der t 'le foregoinr ~ect ion t'U nccine 1ts 
or e r e,.,aired t o be reryortod to ''OUr Oe '"Xt1e11 t ... here 
t.te injured 1er srm doco "lot retur n to t""O r k ""i t1in four 
d aya af t er the injur y , or -r ic!' re~ 11 t in de t'l t h . You 
cnll ou r atte'ltion to t he fact t nr t t '\er e nre certt'li n 
renui r ('nents '~'~ tic~ reau i r e reporti ng of .c oidel1 ts to 
t 1e tork11en ' o Co "'ne:'1s~t ion Com"linsion. 7.1e aection 
of t 1e o rk 'le 'l ' o Co·nne'lc.,t.on Act which 1·eadr en the 
rer o rting of accide'1ts i f' .!o . 3~32 , ·n i ch 1£' Po ! ol l o•-.s : 



1 rs. Mary }!;dnn Cruzen , - 4- ~otober 17 , 1934. 

11 Ii:ver y ei""lloyer 1n t his otate, whether 
he h~s a.oce...,ted o r ra j eoter' the o r o vi
e ions or t 118 chnp ter, oJ oll ~ t lin ten 
d ys afteT kno-ledge of an ~oc ident 
reaul tine: in , e rson,.,l injur v t o an 
e 'L loye, n'1 tify t te co, 1~~ion t he reo f, 
and e'lA.ll , 1 t hin o11e • onth , file 'l'lith 
the con iaFlion un 'ier ~ucll rules ~nd Tegu
lat ione and ln such r :>r ., "' nd detail s 
the oorlmi os i on may requi r e , a full and 
co~ul e te re~ort of ever y i njury or 
~e~th to any employe fo r l ich t he 
e~loyer ~oul 0 be l i abl e to furni s h 
medical a id o r comoens tlon h~reunder 
had he acce i ted t 11c chn.p ter , a..Yld 
every cuc'1 e ::pl oyer shall also f ul"niAh 
the oomm1oo1on wi th su.oh suople .ent~l 
reporte 1n regard t ;1ereto "'!I the com n1P
a1on ah:Ul req aire . very u ch e r: l over 
and hie 1nourer, and ev ery injured e -
ploye, hin dependents ~nd every pe rson 
entitled t o any r1~hts ~er~1nder, ~d 
everv ot er 1erson, receiv1n~ fro~ t he 
coo i ssion ny bl ank reports itn direct
ion to f ill out t , e a me s~al l o~use 
t~e an e to be r r o.,ntly returned to 
the oo~~1s s ion p roperl y fil led out ftnd 
si ned so ac t o ans~er ful ly ~nd correct
ly to the best of 1is • owledge e~ch 
nuest ion nropoun~ed t erein and a 
ood and suf f icient ret'son a1all be 

r i ven fo r f ailure to ~newer e~y ~eo
t1on. No i nf ormat ion obt~ ined under 
thf' Jr ovisions of tbis neot ion s hnll 
oe di s closed to persona other t hpn 
t h e parties t o comoensn.t on r• r oceed
ings and their n t tor neyo, s ve by 
order of t he commission. Ol' ... t n he ·r-
1 "'lg of cor ens:1 t on n roceeding, but 
ruch ! ,format ion m3y oe u~ed by the 
comr iseion tor etatistic~J 1 urpooes . 
·very eraon ho viol o.tes ~..,y of t re 
rovisiono of t 11 c cecti on , or o 

knowingl y makes a t :Uoe re, ort or 
~ t~tement in ritin~ to t he com~i aoion , 
shall be dee~e~ gulltv of a isde me~~or 
and on co~viction ther eof nhall be 
.. 1uniohed by fi ne of no t le c t h n 
fif ty nor more t han five hundred dol-
l aro, or by inro rioonmE~mt i n the ccunt v 
j ail for n)t leos t han one ~eek no r 
mo re t 1~ one year, or by both ouch 
f l"'le and 1 rloonme tt . " 



Uro • . nary Edna Cruzen, - 3- Oot<:~ber 17 , 1934 . 

Sect ion 13221. cont:-ins a rov1sion denl inr . .,1 t h 
t 1e safety and !le'll t 1 of e mloves . It is t he evident in
tent of the Legisluture t hat t he renorts reauirer' under 
t>l~ ~ .x>ve section o 1all be made so t'l"' t yotll" oep rt 1e'1t 
n.Py ave e record of t1e accide nt s e..Yld h:u::trds of e -
ploy~o engaged in induotries. Jt is very ess~~ti~ Ylot 
only f or s tatistical pu osea , b tt also ror t~e r~~son 
t ~~ t they afford 1nforrition regar dinr t1e oo~nl ianoe 
b y employers ~1 t h the -rea ti r e - "ltr. deal inr- "i th t~e 
safety ~nd heal t h of e ployea . Thin section is enact-
ed u~der t he broad police oower of the St te and h o 
no c 'ln'"lect jon with t he private righ to of the e .,.,loyer 
or c ""'~loye . 

Section 3333 , ho ever, i G ourcly a stntute 
de~lin~ ~ith t~e t riv te rights "'ld 11 b~ itie~ of the 
e ploye nnd e :r)loyer . The~e re orts are -reo ti r ed to 
be made to the Workrr.en ' s Compenf!"'t on Co "'licsion , w len 
1<J bo t 1 :u1 nd.miniotr'!>tivc n.nd a judiciA.l body. T·1e 
c or1 1ioeion intert)rets, construeo :md anpl ies the Jor t -
.e 1 ' s Co ryens;~tion Act ·1n:i settles t he rights of e~

ployes ~~d er~loyers ~rowing out o~ 1~duotr1al ncci
derlts . fhese re 10rts have 10 crm •ect 1.0n whatever ~1 th 
the ~olice uower of t• e t~te , nor ~ith your Depart ~nt, 
and ~4e , ~s a ~· tter of r~ct, co1!idential bet een the 
uar tieo to t he c o,. ena <:~ tion 1roceedi.nga . The S t a tute 
ex~res"lY so urovides . 

One t heory uoon . lch l"enorte are re
ouired to the Co IP.ns~t~on Com 1e~1on is th~t the Co mir-
s.:on m v, unon i11ror nation received, advice the E: "lloye 
of his ri(!htn . It has even been held th' t a f"'i 1.ur e on 
t~c n rt of the e nloye r to m3ke ce~ort of ~cc1dents 
"'VO •ld toll t he ru"lninr~ of the St a t u te of .~..~ 1 ,i t t i ona . 
rnif'l PeCt ion, t herefore, simpl y de~lEl "it1 the rig,_1 tS 
a~d liabi l ities of t hr e~loyec and e• ~loy~rc ~nd io 1o t 
in conflict and has no oonnect ton l t h ~ection 13221, 

o;or• 1ch reouires the furnishing of report s to vou no the 
Com 1ss ioner of Lnbor. 

It i s t nerefore the on inion of t le ~e
nnrtment that 1rre(f')ective of Sect ion "332 above, thnt 
you , as Com i es ioner of Lo.bor n.:1d I"ldtlstttnl Inc'l"')ectlon, 
may rel"'uire the reuorti"lR of accide"lts to y")u under t '1e 
~ rovieions of Section 13221 . 

~vY c· ITTR lCK, 
Attorney Ge"ler~ . 

Very tru1y y~ur~ , 

FRAlU:: W. HAYES , 
A~niGt ~n t Attorney Gc Pr ~l. 


