
LABOR DEPARTMENT: Under Section 13190 R. S. Mo. 
1929, person operating theatrical 
agency can be required to pay 
1 icense fee. 
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Oct ober 1 3 , 1933. FILE D 

Miss ~:ary F.;dns. Cruzen, 
Commi os i oner of Labof , 
Jefferson Ci ty, A<1snour1. 

Dear : iss Cr uzen: 

/0 -;f j ~l 
I 

.. e a re acknowledging rece ipt o f your let ter in ~nlcil you 
inauire as follows : 

1 H?B t he Labor and I~dustrial I nspection Department 
t he right t o collect l icense fee of 50. 00 fo r 
age~cies i n cities or over fifty t hcusand , end 
.25. 00 f or agencies in cities less than fifty thou-
sa i d f r om t heatrical agenc ies who do booki ng and 
hiring of t heatrical tP~ent 1 

As I nm hol ding up a number of re NUects fo r this 
1nfor rr..at 1on , I woul d a.p-rrec ia.te an op i ni on ~s soon 
a.s it is convenient f or you t o g. ive s~r e to me . 11 

Sectlon 13190 ~ . s . Mo . 1929, pr ov ides as followu : 

~t ao uerson , firm or corpor ation i n this s t &te sh?~l 
open, ouerate or l'laint~.in an enml oyment off i ce or 
agency f or hire, or where a fee is charged to either 
ap~licants for e mployment or fo r help , ~ithout f irs t 
obtainlnr; a li cense fo r the s ame from the state 
commi z~ioner of labor ?.nd in.duntriaJ. i net,ect.Lon. Such 
licen se fee in ci t i e s of f ifty t housand popul ~tion a,d 
over si-}all be fif t y dollars ~er annuu , :md .;.n 5.11 
cities containinp. les s t han f ifty t hou sand population , 
a. unifor m fee of tvent y- f i ve doll ars ·lJer a..?lnuw . ::t'\rE ry 
l icense shal l contain a designat ion of the city, street 
and nuJber o:J: the bui lding in w~ich the lic <=lnsed 'P:J.l'ty 
conducts said employment agency . * • *11 

You inqu ire ·t~~h etner or not you have a :right t o coli ect 
a l icense fee under the foregoing Section from theatrical agenciea 
who do a booking and hir i ng of theatr ical talent. Section · 
1 3190 , f: . S. =..o . 1929 , provides that no per son si1all r~J.intain 
an e mpl oyrJent agency f or h ire or "!'here a fe-e is c '·1a.rged to 
eit her o.·,licaims for er.I?l Ojlllent or for help , without first ob
taining a l i cense, and provides w11at r ate t ae 1 icense sllall be . 
l e believe t hat the above Section i s broad enough t o include 
withi n its terms t heatri oal agenc ies who maintain an office and 
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Mi ss ~ary Edna Cruzen, - 2- October 13, 1933. 

Clhafge a f ee for ap Jl icanta for er.lploy!l1e"lt . Tile ~ec t ion m:-~<eo 
ao di stinction bet ween the k i nd of l~bor or e~lOT-J~nt ~ i oh the 
agency seeks t o fur n i sh . ThiO Chapter is f)r t 1e b~nef it of 
t hose • eeking euployrne1t less they be ta7en advaata~e of by 
unscrupulouo age~cies or bu~eaus . The evil sou0 bt t 1 be 
corrected mi gh t aa easily exist in agencies de~ ing ~ith the 
empl oyme;'lt Jf ac t ors, e t c . , as other per sons . The ~t"l.tu ta , 
however , ~~{es no dis tinction, a~d because of the bro~d 
wor dins of the statute ~e are of the o ~ inio~ t~~t you woul d 
be within your rights t o col lect a license fe~ under said 
Sect ion f ro~ persons :1ai ntai ning a.n e.~loy:onent ofi'icc ~.nd 
charging fees to appl i cants , even t houBh t~e cm~loyment oou~ht 
t o be affected was the vooking and hiring of theat~ical 
talent . 

Very trul y yours , 

~~~~~-
Ass ista.lt Attorney Gt> 1er-:oJ. . 

APP~OV~D : 

Attorney General . 
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