
F IRE ESCAPES : No conflict between Sections 13226 and 
13757, R. s. Mo. 1939; the first 
dealing with mercantile establishments, 
and the second with public buildings. l 
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October 6 , 1933 • 

• i ~s ~ar v Edna Cruzen , 
L~bor Commiosi oner , 
Jefferson City , 1~ .. ·m-ri. 

De?.r iss Cr uzen : 

e R.re ~c1t- ·o l ecr~ing rece iryt of your letter i n ~ ic' 
~.·ou i "l.ol.lir e as follo-·s : 

'' J1 ll you ple;.>Ge inter "Jret the fol ... o,.,.ing sections 
of t he Labor L~~c regardi~, fire e~c~ es . I ~~ 
f'!"lite ~Ylxious for your op inion on t 'h ic subj ect : 

iect \ on 1 323~ , ~. s. 0 • 1P39 , 
upCt1on 13757 , 1. S. 0 . 1929 , 

These tv;o ~ectionr. oeem to conflict . " 

Sect ion 1 3226, R. S. ~ . 1 9 2~ , nrovi~es ao fcllo~s : 

11All manufro ct~rinp; , 1ec a icp.l, me rco"ltile or other 
ect a.blif:hrMente 1,.., t lt itl etP ~e, of t-o or ·.ore ctories 
in h ~ ight, in hich t-e "" t • or ore pe rt'('DS o.re en:
;- loyed above the first floor t~1 ereof , s ~11 be ,.,r o
vided ,-it h ~t leaot one or ore out5iee iro:-1 fi r e 
e'"' c npes . Tor ever y tT7ent y persona e mployee on 
every floor above the seoc~d floor of s c1 estab
l i shMent, t~erf s .~11 be one r ope or Dort~ble fire 
escape , and epch sto r y shal l be a~pl y aun~lied ~lt~ 

e('lns for e.xtinruishing f ire . " 

t:.;e o t.:.on 13757 , 1.. s . o . 1 '29 , ...,rovides ae follo-s : 

11 lt shall be the Juty of t~e o-ner , propric.tor , 
lessee, t rustee , or ~ee';)er of evary hotel , bo<>rdinr· 
and loirin& neuse , oryera .ouse, te!e~e~t house , nc1ool 
house , t 11eat er, i\l.s i c hell , f ac t<:~ ry, off ice bailn ~ t'lf , 
except f ire- "1ronf office buil~i~~s in ~ich all 
structural )arts are Moll y of brio'· , otone , tile , 
concrete , rci ~f orce~ co~crete, iron, ~teel, or 
i .co ~1.1sti~le material , ~~d w ic 1 are not 1~ed for 
loc,ring ourooses in tile E't"'te of 'ic"' ouri , anCl 
every buil ding the:rein w'1e r e oeople conp-regate or 
w ic,. is used for -:. business nla.oe or for ubl i c 
or --,rivpte aase nblnr:ec, "" · ic'i l12s a '1ei ,.,;h t o: t1rec 
or more ctories , t~ ~rovi de s~id structure ~it~ i r on 
or steel F;tair fire eccapes att ached to the exterio r 
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of said build.1.ng and by rtairc~.ses located in t 'e 
i .terior of er-id bu ilding. 'i':1e f ire ePCt"")es "' 'l ell 
extend fro~ the U":> :)er story to the cr ound, "'~ve
rne"lt or side""lal1t ... i t1 iron or nteel lr ~cer f ro~ t 1e 
un er story to the roof : i·rovided , ~o ever , t1at 
such fire esc~ues, if 10t continue~ to t he gr ound , 
">ave":lent or £' ide,.,alk. , PI1Dl l .... e ecnti ..... T}ed -i tn a 
C')unter- b!"l a!1ce device attachne"'lt , -p Jl i t" nee or 
BP'1aratuB w'1ich ehal l extend fro":~ tl.c floor leval 
of t he aeco'ld <-:tory to the •;r ound , l');-ve" ent or f' ide
wallr . School bu i ldings , o":>era lOUSes , t'leaters rnd 
churc~~ buildin~s , also 'los,i talf!, blind and lu'1atic 
nsylums and ~e~in~rieo , ~ tP l l e~ ch 1~ve a ot~ir 
fire escape b~il t soli~ to t~eground . I~ no c~se 
shall a fire escape run pas t a wi'ldow -aer e it i s 
Dr ~ct1cable to avoid it . Al l fire epc~nes reouired 
by t hio article, excep t as herr inbefore , rovided , 
"'Uet be of t'le ~ i11d 'rno~ C'S stationary fire e!'-'C:"nes . 
All b- ildings heretofor e erected e:~el be .ade to 
co"lfor m to the provisions of t 1is article . 11 

Section 13225 ~T) lies to nanufocturinc-; , ""e c11a..,ical 
and mercantile eet~blish~ento . Unde r that section if such 
establiz~~nt is t~o or mor e s tories in he i~~ t ~nd t~ere are 
e,nloyec tnc"lty or 1ore persons above t he firPt floor t hereof , 
they s~al l be provided ~it h ~t lenst one ou tside iron fire 
escP~e . For every t~enty ryerso~~ e ?loye~ on every floor 
!lbove t.1e second, t~er "' snall be one r o,e or -oorte1ble -Pire 
escape and t~ese otoriec ~~all be ouo~lied ~i th n-~le .e:"~S 
for exti~Guish1n~ fire . ~ection 13757 apnlies to 1ubJic 
~N ild:nba 'Uld ")r ovides for t 1e cons truction of iron or 
s t eel stair fir~ escapes . 

. ;e do not believe t h.o..t t he t~o Geoti ona :'ire so in
consi~tent or conflicting that ei t u.er reneal s t he other . 
In Ya11 v . Gil lham , 187 .'o . 393, 405, the court says : 

"Reneals by i mplicetion are not favore n by 1~~, 
and t he general a 1d almoot univer sol r ule ir tha.t 
a late r r,eneral act ~ill ~ot be construed t o repeal 
a urior ~eneral a ct unless the two ore so inc~no istent 
t~~t taey can not s t and to~et 1er or be consis t ently 
reconciled. If t he t wo cen be- read tof;et '"l er -i t hout -
contr~diction or reryur,nancy or abRurdity or unreason
? bl eness , t .1ev should be re'ld tor,et 1er nnd effect 
r;iven t o both. 11 

S()ct ion 13226, R. S. i~o . 1929, dealo - i t'l "'lanufacturing , 
··echanical nnd mcrcant 11 e ef'tabl 1r:- '1me,ts 3l'ld ner.., i ts l.tnd re
auires, under cert a in circumst ences , rope or ryortable fire 
escopes . ~ect ion 13757 derls " ith nubl ic buildin~s ~nd 
snecifies the use of iron or s t eel stationary fire e~c~nes , 
t hereby eliminatinr,, as re~ards ~ublic bu;ldingo, r one or 
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nortab1e fire eqc apes . 

It ie t herefore t 1e on1n1on of t '1is Oe '1art ~e,1t t 1at 
t ne re ie no conf1 ict be t ..,.een t .'1e t t:•o s ect ona; t 1a t each 
deals -i t h a separate subj ect-m~ tter; t hat " ection 13 26 
deals ~ith rnanufacturinr eot ~bl ish~ents ~nd - ect ·on 13757 
deals -1 t h pub1 ic buildings and p1 t~ces - .. ere rye op1e cOTth-fe
r;ate and assea.b1e . 

V~ry tr' l y yourr- , 

As s ist~nt At torney Oenernl . 

APlR.OVED : 

At torney General . 

F'.YH : S 


