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Labor Coil' .. is~ loner, 
Jef"er·son City , ' i c ::>~r i . 

Dear . ir·s C:ruzen : 

Wife is not related to husband 's 
sister's husband by affinity so 
as to violate Section 13 of 
Article XIV of the Constitut i on of 
Missouri, 
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e are rc :~ o~~ledp;inr:; -~.'f'ceipt of your l ~t tcr in ·.mic·, v::>u 
inqulre nR follo-e : 

'
1 I -ould like your o~1 inion on the follonin' : 

IP ,.~ . Jonef: ' nu:::ba.nd 1s Einter ' rt husb?nd, k i n t o 
rn . Jo oe by affinity ... 

Tnankinr you for t is i 'Jfor"'!P tion, I ~: . 11 

·.ect ion 1~ of \rt icle XIV of t he Cc1-=-titutlon of 1::-~ ·nLri 
" rovidec es follo~~ : 

11 Any "'Pbl ic officer or &r.1nl o·,e of t 1is St ntc or of ~ny 
Dol ltic t'l ~ubdivision thereo~ \··l)o r'1'll l , by virtu~ -:>~ 
f''"'id o ··t' icc or c.·' loy-ent, h:-vc t 11e r:i ght to na""~e '; r 
~n·1o tnt anv uerGon t o render service to the ~t"t"' o: 
t -, · ;o.ny 'JOl i ticPl rtubdivi s ion the r"'of, and who s~ • ..,11 
n e rr. e or a .. ~o i 1 t t c ouc~ oe rvice a."1 r relative ... ;_ t .in 
t"~e f-urt t degr ee , either by c onsangu inity o r ~finitj• , 
e "'11 t her eby forfeit his or her office or emo1oymont . 11 

Under t he fore'loinP' c "'lst i tJ.ticnal ro,rision t~e offic~r 
~ .... o i n t inr: n rel ~t ivc · ... it 1. i '1 t ne f ourth de;r e , e 1 ther bv 01""-
~ ... u:uini ty or affinity , s Pl 1 forfeit h i s off ice . Tne "" ne ... t ion 
~ric:-es i.., your i n (niry r- to ·ne t her or ne t t e ap"1oin t inr: bv 

rr- . .bnes of 1e r hue band 1 c s i ster ' a hu sbc-,nd co' es wit tin ·• r
.,.., ro l.:>i ti ::n of t e CO"lStituti~n . In 3 C. J . 37") , it i s s:-ld : 

'' ::nood relnt ... ona of t he husband ~ ·' bl oo :rel"'t ~nG 
of t .e ·-ife nre not related t o ec-c .1 ot:.er by affinity . 

0 r r.oes t '"Le term ' affini t y ' orC' i "l~riJy i'1c lude nFr -
oono relater' to t he spouse oirr.pl y by affir ity . ' 

1::.1 Enc"cloped ia 'ri tt<mica, 11th Z~.d . VoJ I, i.1af:E' , 01 , the 
"'Jt.)r haR t 1c followinh t: say obout nffinity : 

11 The ... r r i a.r-e h: vi ne!' Mnrle them one - "'rc:cn ( 'J~""b"~nd 
?nd -ife), th~? blood relat11 P. of e"" c 'l nre .. el c r'S 
.related by affini t y iVl t \H• ...... e dP r---r- t o tlle o n e 
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!;lnouse rs by consan~~uinit:r to the other . But t \e rela
tl ontfli u i s only 'll'Ti t h t 1~ 111a.rr'ied ... ~r t ies the "E'el ven 
and nocq 10t bri'11'Y i; 10se i !lffinity .. ith the1.:1 in 
aff ini t'j ·• i t h e!:!C':l ot~er ; so ~ --ife 1 ~ sister has no 
af f i nity to her hus b::- nd ' P brothe r . " 

; T"' . Jone~ ' husba.1.d is related to the hu"'b<''lr1 ' "" ~i::-ter' !! ·,ur'b::>nd 
by affi it;..... . T ~1c si~ter .,nd her .lusbr:-'lr ?re <:"1 so r cl r--tef! by 
aff i nity . J"lder t 1 H~ forego i ng r ~Jles , 10TTevc r, ue -ra of t he 
oy lni:m t· ,t t~e f1\ct that t:rs . Jones is reltl te~ t o t :.e 
t ucl.>~!d 1 f s i r tcr bY affini t y tto6s not '"!alee i~rr . Jones rel:1ted 
tot 1 . ~ i rter • ::- husba~d by affinitv . 

It ie t .1erefore t nc opi nion o!' t h i E1 Dcpar tl'flen t t h 3. t 
. :rt'" . ... r;.,ee is not re-la ted to hr:r hu• U"""'ld ' e E' i~ter ' s hu sb;>Tld 
eit cr by ~f inity 0r consnng ti nity , pryd if one ~ers to 
a 1 oint t 1e other to of !ice , such act woul('l -l:)t l")e ill vi :>1 o
t ion of t'<ection 13 of Art icle XIV of th~ Cor.cti t u tio"l o f 
. las ~ J.r i. 

AaGietant ft ttor ney ~pnorPl . 

A.P HO'f .D : 

--- - --- --- - --- ---
Attorney GP.n~r~l . 

F .tr : S 


