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SOLDIERS : Entitled- to free copies of public 
records . 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

December 4 , 1942 

Honer~ ble J . Currol Combs 
... .>roscct tint:: .. ~ttorney 
Bart on County 
Lamar , 1.1issouri 

Dear 1.r . C011bs : 

l 

\ 

Hece i pt is coknowl edced of your letter 
of December 1 , 1942 , in \lhioh you request advic·e 
as follows : 

"Tho hecor der of Deeds of this county hus 
i nquired of t h i s office a s to whether or 
not there is any obligation upon t he Re
corders in t hi s state to furnish , free of 
charee , t o soldiers , sa ilors, and other 
~u1 tie s in the a rmed forc es of the United 
~tates , certified copi es of marri aee li
censes recorded in t hi s county . 

"I wn unabl e to find any provision i n t he 
Missouri l aw wh ich would require the Re
corder to furnish t hese certified copi es 
tree of charge , however, our Recorder 
wishes to be more t han f air with men in 
t he armed forces and if tlis is required , 
or customar y , kindly advise me so t hat h e 
may comply wi th the law or custom in t his 
state concernine t hese ~tters . " 
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The only section of the statutes nertain
ing t o your inquiry is Section 1 5077 , Article VI~ , 
Chapter 21, hevised Lt atut es of l issouri of 1939 , 
which is herein set out: 



Hon. J . Carrol Combs - 2- December 3 , 1942 . 

"Uhenever a certified cooy or co ni es of 
any ~ublic record in t he state of Mis
souri are required to perfect the clatm 
of any soldier , sailor or marine , in ser
vice or honor ably discharged , or any de
pendent of such soldier , sailor or marine , 
for a United States pensi on , or any other 
cl aim upon the government of the Unit ed 
States, they shall , unon request be fur 
nished by the custodian of such records 
without any fee or compensation therefor . " 

Trusting tbis furnishes the information 
desired , I am 

ROY l!cKIT'rl1ICK 
~~torney-General 

;QJ : FS 

Very truly your s , 

',' • Q • J/1.CV£QlT 
Assistant .a.ttorney- General 


