
SCHOOLS: Voters may dispose or property not needed 
for school purposes,or the Board of Directors 
may sell a schoolhouse or site by providing 
a new schoolhouse and site . 
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June 11 , 1937. 
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F l LED 

11 
Lr . D. G. Col e 
...,umner, Mi t.t.ouri 

Lear .;) ir: 

Thi!i is to &.cknmlleage your letter of 
J•&y 26 , 193? , E:. S follows : 

"In reference to t he oo~ereno_e 
l.r . L . 0 • .: .. llen a nd myself had 
1i th l!r . Taylor, Tuesdhy , l ay 25 , 
in regard to the a iaposa l of the 
school building in Cons . Dist . 
No . 1. 1~ . ~ylor asked us to go 
to the Rec~rderts office and see 
whether this deed \:as deeded to the 
List. outright , or reverted back 
to t ha owner when no longer needed . 
Enclosed find report as requested . 

''i.n a t \\"a \\ant is u ruling on whethe r 
we , a s a Cons . Di s t , can dispose of 
this property, or what proceeding 
~a should t ake to clea r it up. 

"This ,.as one of the three build
ings in the three original Districts 
consolidated in 1 913. ··;e have been 
told that the directors of the Cons . 
Dist . have no l egal right to sell 
this property . ~~o other t\~ build
i~ were sold seTe r al years ago . 
No <;_uestion eTer arose · " 



.~: ~ . D. G. Cole - 2- June 11 , 1937 

'.'e understand the f acts to be tha t a consolidated 
school di s trict o\7ns a piece of property which was a c 
quired by uit cla im deed , ~nd thb t sai d di s t rict does 
not 11ave a ny further use or need of the schoolhouse and 
desir es to Eell same . 

uec t ion 98&9 , 1i . s . l o . 1 929 , r eads as follows: 

"The title or n11 schoolhouoe 
s ites and vther school property 
~hall be veet ed 1n the ~iotrict 
in Ylhi ch the san:e may be · locc. ted; 
and all prope rty leased or rent ed 
for school : urposes c h~ ll be ,holly 
under the control of tho board of 
directors during E>uch time ; but no 
boa r d shal l l ecse or rent any 
building fo r school purpooes ~hile 
the district &choolhouse is un
occupi ed • ~nd no ~choolhouso or 
s chool s ite shall be a b&ndoned or 
sold until another site a nd house 
a r e provided for t he school 
dis trict . • 

&eotion 9 284 , R . S . }/o . 1929 • reta.ds in part a s 
foll.o\ls: 

fl-The qua lified voters csset:'blod ~ t the 
e.nnua l I:l.Oeting , ·when not othe1'\rise 
provided , shall hcve PO\ e r by a 
majority of t he votes c~st: 

nt.event &- - To dir ect t he sale of 
any property be longing to the dis
trict but no longer re qu i red for 
the use t hereof , to det ermine t he 
disposition of the same and tho 
appl i cation of tho proceeds . *** " 



Mr . D. G. Cole - 3 - June 12 , 1937 . 

The a bove statutes are the only ones v.'9 can 
find rela ting to the right of & school district to 
dispose ot ita property . eotion 9284 gives the 
~ ualifi~d voter s t hQ rieht to direct the sal e of any 
pr operty belonging to the uistrict , but no longer 
re 1uired for u ... e by· the district . hovever , ::>e ct1on 
9284 cont(:t ins the v1ords "\lhen not other.vise pr ovided'' , 
~nd bection 9269 ve&ts the title to ~chool property 
in t he d i strict ynd restrict s the board to the sale 
or ab~ndonment of u schoolho~ae or ~ bChool site until 
another site und house c...rc proTiaed . 

There is no ueotion but \iht..t th~ title to 
school property vests in the school dibtrict. ~ohool 
~istriot of Oakland v . vChool Listriot of Joplin, 102 
~ . \f . 909 . 

It is our opinion that the voters under ~ection 
9284 , a t a n annual ~eting may uispose of the proporty , 
or tha t the Board of Directors , uy virt ue of vection 
9269 , muy sell saws if unother s ite a nd house ar e pro
vided . In other words , t\lo methods are provided fo r in 
the s t atutes for the disposing of school proper t y , 
either one of \lhich \iOuld be a de qu&te . Ther efore , if 
the Board desires to d i spose of its property , then it 
must &ffi~etivoly be uhovm tht..t ttnother site hnd house 
are provided for the ,;)chool di strict . ,.hile if tho 
voters , assembled at t he annual mooting , vote by a 
cajority of the votes oust to sell property no lon@Br 
required , t hen such &ction would a lso dispose of the 
property . You I:".a.y puruue either me thod . 

J . L • 1.D~.YLOR 

You ·a very truly , 

James L. Hor nBostel 
.u.ssi stent 4'~ttorney Gener al. 

(Acti ng) att orney Genercl . 

JE.H/ R 
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