
STAr3 HI GHNAY PATROL: -te sponsibility i n cases wher e automobile 
s trike s live stock on highway . 
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Gent 1 cuam : 
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req\1:.-st for fHl , .... inion i e.s b&cn Tt.., Ce1v~d frorn you under 
date o r ·.ovo'Sher "' , 1:~4, sue"' req'l.!~st ba1 a ln tr.e t'">1 l o'i'·ing terms : 

~ e ~eve ~ad much controversy about fixi~F recpons1 
bllity i n ct~ses het'c ~toe ~· es b~en 1 t by aut omobiles 
whjl snl<.'! stocl.t ·a:- on tt-e ·lfh tJV ri t·t f e.y . 

oul; y~u rle s~ -u t~c st l~te& v~veJnl~G such 
Cf se. r nr he ny ott•er info' • tiO•' v t1icl~ ight hctl1 

i"'· c·· :.-1"\r u_:1 t~ .(•ttP.r . .. 

'e · e · ·"l·ncd .. he 1 t• govorni 0 h · 1ssour1 f, tete 
Ht ghwn:; : c.trol { • o h ~1 , t.ge ~30 , as a e"1Cie by L!lwe cf 1953 , 
page 40~ 1 • l cl". def: ne the duties of !'Oti.l' 1.0 &rt An t . . e.rc un-
able to cH scov :r a"'y c 'ml nc. l .:;tot ute i mpool ug uny lieb i ll ty in tha 
event f.ln eut.omobll'' ~·hould ::t.rl kP o.n &nlt::ol on n higl e} of this 
tete , slt ent. c·: intcut or.. t he nrt or tl e motori.:.·t to --trike :lUcll 

cnlmt.i.l , or &n intent on tho ; ert of th cuetocilc n o1 tllA c.ni -al to 
cau:Ja i njury t.o mct.or:stn , whicr -..m Ansu -~ do not, ct.i:~t in t t,t; ceso::J 
refor:rnd t.o b·· you . :be only oth r l· lnd o:f 1 i E U 1 t.y f "r oucl. an act 
.. oult; be c i v 11 11ab1li ty as lE"t 1 nGUis1led from c1· imlnt l lit bi 11 ty , ln 
t!lat the O\mer or su<: h nnlm· 1 i eht 1. vu a cause of action o.so.lnst 
tl! o ~-- :rgort '> mrn~ing t~.e uutono~ile f\Jr t'or.tngen in the ovunt the o pero 
~1 1n of ~uct1 auto ohilo wea ~egl1sent , r in thet the person oper~tl ~g 
t'~-.u cutn·'lob1le ·~:ltyllt : v~ a cntse of nc " ·on ngainet tb.e own r or th'1 
en1mn J ,·o J JWBC to ' 1 n oar, 1 n he C'lfcnt tilo <;us todian or tho anl mnl 
was ... e~,;ji_>'1t t•1 ~llo·.tn •··P. eni~""al on t h.o hi way . I n conn ctlon 
~lt \, the O!sil:11·· lit bi li ty ot' tbe o.ners o. cnimo.ls , .. {cvlaed ~tatutes 
ot )22~ , vC Otion l2u03 . ~rovidod QO follo~a: 

"! ot· i n· conte1 :-e<." in tl" is r-n t inlo srell ~ c cons trued 
GO to prevent o ners or ot~cr ~rsons 10 dri ll~. Hny 
of th spec ieG or un l "la lo enumei·at~H1 ln tb.i e article 
rron one pl! ee ~o eno~t~r , or clong tny pu~li c hir wcy , 
t he o~.ner or o. nero bei ne rosponcib l o for all do· !t(!CS 
t.lJht eny per son or person,;; -..ey suetnin i.n contH)1uer.ce 
of the d ri~ln~ or sue h ~took . " 



f . "1sso\!r1 : tete r; 1gh e.y l atroL 

Howover, in F ?l t is ... e ction \'taa n:!!4Bn·1cd oy ctri k:1 ns out euoh 
part or eaid Seotl on DS t'oll O\ a tihe lc~st ao::nMa , which wouln 1ncd
oate nn 1ntc·nt lon on the p•. t of t he Cenar 1 ssombly t o re~trict 
t ho l iobl lit y or GUC h per sons , r:lthough th~ yar t of t he statute 
sti l l remalni~r i n force sho o thet lt is ent1roly lece l to dri~e 
certo1"l anirnls on the public high\itt,& . Th:1ae two tYI)( a ot posu-
1bl civil llabl l1ty would concern only the ptrt1os i nvolved , end 
not tbc tate 111ghv;ey :'atrol . 

In conclusion, "e or e uncb l n to nee wbcre t.he . 1s!Jot<r1 
1te.tc Hlgnt·ay 1. atr ol has any duty to ti resr onsi' 111t1~a i n oases 

of colli lone betweon fUto=ob1les ond live stock on the b i ghwnyu 
of tl. if: .. t -.. te . 

t;I'P OVED : 

ROY t 'cKJ'rTRIC \ 
At~crney -Generel 

Very truly yours , 

ED.: ARD 1:i . LLI!.'R 
Assistant Attornoy-~cneral 


