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I COUN~Y ASSESSOR~ : Section 15 provides that the record owner 

~f real property must be notified when the 
assessor increases the val uation of the 
property. 

November 1, 1947 

Honoro.l)le George H. Clai•k 
Assessor of Jacli:son County 

' Kansas Ci.t y 1 iol£1ssouri 

j . 

This i s in reply to yow-• letter of Uctober 28, · 194?, :tn 
wh.i cl'>. you r equested ·a.n opinion from t his dopnrtrnent, r oncU.ng 
..a~ follows : 

"I am aruqous to have· a n opinion r endered 
by your of fioe regardin[5 the follo\ving 
situation: 

"For instance, tho A3sessor raises a 
piece of property for the year 1946 from 
!j2o,ooo t-o ~~3o.ooo valuation, and so 
notifies ·said taxpayer by a ·letter. The 
taxpayer appeals this val uation to the 

. county B-oard or r~qualization. ThA Board 
·r~duces this_ figure to ::;2s,ooo for the 

·· year 1946.. 

"This officer realizes he i s not bound 
by' t he . action of tho .Board · of gqualiza .. 
tion in 1946, and he values the above 
said property for ~i~ ~o. 000 for the year 
1947 , . Ylh.lch is the srune 1'1guro he had 
a s aessed it for _the prior year . 

11 . :ecause of' the noard of' r-:qualization 
reduction, i s · the A.sseasor required, for 
t h e yea~ 1947, to a.r:;nin send a notice to · 
3a1d taxpayer?u 

Your r equest calls for an interpretation of tho applicable 
sections, Vlhich we set out below: 

• 



I . 

!·:e ct:lon 10, .Law~ o.r ~· :l:..:sol.l.l.'.i , l()4b, p~j, ;e 1 ?85 , . :::-. :--c~ds , in 
p:n•t , us .i:'ollows : 

·11 -1:- -::- ~· fl..f' t o:P recol v:i.n.; t.h~.· neccss~ry t ol'mS 
tJ-:o ~Hlsossot" or h is deputy Ol" deputi<:)S s h all , 
e xcept in tho Ci ty o f ::; t . Louis ,· b et\'ieen the 
firs t day of JtJ.nuar'y a nd t he f irst day of 
June , 1 946 , nnd oa.ch y e e.r .t h.erea.f tor, p roceed. 
to .-.w.lco a list of al l J:'0al :.md tan{~;iblo por.
son.al proporty in h is county·, t own o:r• cUs 
tr1ct , unC!. n.sDcn:w t he sD.ti1.(;;) at its true valuo 
in monDy in the m.ann.e1~ following , to wit:· 
•! .~ ~:~ ~::-. " . 

:.;oct:ton 1 5 , taws of ·· ~is::Fn;.rt , l04G , pu;so 17B'7, 
fo llov.fs : 

" : .. henover• m ·i y a::;se~nor ::1~ all increase the 
valuation of· uny real proport-;y lw 3}1al l 
fortlwJi t h notify t h e :t'ccoru ovmeP· of nuch 
i;:1croo.so , f~ i t her :tn !JE;! l"von , or \)y :·.\Hl l 
directed to ·i;~;,o l a o t lrnown ad<.lross ; ever-y 
such 1.l1Cl'0ac e i n assessed valuation '•mdo 
b y t h e a .s sossor t~?.H:tl l '~e :.ru;:> j oct to re
view b:Y tl1.0 county b onr·c2 of equal l xa.tion 
wh ereat the land owner r:hull 'ue entitled. 
t o be hcnrd; nnd t he no t ice to ijhe l and
owner s)~tall so :3tat ~~ . vi 

a a 

t:;cotlon 14, Laws of f'ii ss ~mr·1, 104t>, pal~o l?~)C\ 1 reads as 
f.'o :.l lowf:l : 

" ·r,:very p~n· tlon who thiukn himuel.f a ::;r:·;rieved 
by tho asse.usdcnl; oi' hi~; p r operty may a p 
peal to the cou nty bonrd o:l' cqunli ?:ati o n , 
i.n per aon. b;;• attorne y or a .;::ont , o l' in 
vrri tinG• 11 

:·,hen the Go u;·; ty ::·o u1•d of ~':quo.lizatJ.on 1•educed t h e a~sessed 
v~.luntion f or t he yea r 1 046 , t-~.._nt nct:Lon tJ.Ud t h e e f.'fect of 
set tin~; t ho value or t he property at ·'2 b , OOO. ::ectlon l ::J , r.11n1 
of' ·;1 sso-ur1 , 1 "J4G , p:::>.:;o · 1 935 , rouds, in part , a s f ollows : 

• 
11 ~:· -: :- ; ;. ~.; econcJ , t lo.e.y ulu.il l' r educ e the 
valuation of s uch tractD or p urcols of 



. '· 

.Honorabl e t'leorge H. Cl ark - :::S-

l anr.'l or of nny .. tanc1 bl e . p c1:•sono.l p roperty 
wllich, in Jlibell' opin:i:on , h.n.o ber:m returned 
nbovo 1 ts true vn.luo a:-; c oltrparecl vii "Cb t he 
avora~~e vnluatlon or ull th.e r0al a nd 
t ani2;1 bl e £F·r sonn1 property of the county. 
-;~- ~ ·. ~~" 

·· ·~hon t ho assessor r aiseo t he value on the prope:r.·t y f or t he 
:ve n t> 1 9 4'7 to ":3o, ooo , ho i ~ , ,.,lth:ln tb.o monrlin,~~ o f ~.le c tion l f.), 
incrcasin;_'; · the val ua t lOi:l of tho p roperty . ~.'herefore , he shoul d 
noti f'y t ho ovJ.nor o f t ho 1nc:reo.no by proyer• notice , in or·<.ler 
tl~at t he pr•o))tn'ty·· o¥mm• i:l~.J be u lJL ; t o a;:;~<n· t t h.e r :t ;..:ht "f ap
peal s i ,,.on Jil(!l b:y bo t h : .. oct1on 1 5 H!lJ :;ec tion 14 . I'o hol d 
othol'1.'Jine r~ould :moan t;hnt t he ri~ht of appeal g i vcn t he · px·operty 
ovmer• by t hese Bc::ctions 'm11;;ht bEl w5. t hholcl . 

, r:oncl usion. 

I t i s t h e opl n i on or t h is de!>V.rtmont t h at ~; ectJ.on 1 5 pr o
vi des t l;u t t llq reco:ed owne:P of real proporty mu~_; t ho notified 
when t he n:..:se::~so1• .irwrease~ t ho valuul;l on of th<.~ pr-operty . 
:I'hJ.s i s t~o 0ven t b ou\_)1 t1 Le a suea sot> a ::we1:1u eu t h e p r opc;.rty at 
t h e lHll:no fig tll''O a::~ laH t ;yoar , but which f1:~ure V!Ui:l r educe d .)y 
t ho c ounty i!.ohr·d of · ·qual17.ation oil appeal. 

J • · .. : . r p)\Y.J..~!..)!( 

AttcJJ.:>noy c:-enor-ul 

~~espectfully ::~uh .d. t t ell , · 

/ 

J<l : 'r·I n. ~ -.Jc~ey 

1\.s s:l. nto.Ht Jlt t or'ney '";-encral 


