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January 25 , 1939 
J 

Mr. Paul J. Clay 
Clerk of the County Court 
St . Francois County . 
Farmingt on~ Missouri 

Dear lir . Clay& 

We wish to acknowledge youx• letter of January l~th, 
as tol l was 

"For a number of years ~ t has been 
cuatomary for this c ounty to pay 
6~.- interest on all protested warrants . 
Inasmuch as a ll warr ants are paid 
promptly. and at this time there 
are no outstanding registered warr~ts . 
the County Court ia of the opinion, 
that thia interest rate could be re
duced. ther eby affecting a s avings 
of oonaide~able proportion to this 
County. They have made 1nqu1r,- and 
do not believe that the demand for 
warrants would ~e leaaened it tf
interest rate was reduced to 4~. 

0 0an this court ~egally reduce the 
rate of interest on protested warranta?" 

You state that for a number ot yeara your e ounty haa 
been paying 6% on all protested warrants and would like 
to know i f this rate of interest c ould be reduced. 

In the case of Isenhouer vs . :barton County 88 s . u . 
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759, 190 Mo . 163 , l . c . 170 the court in holding that when 
no rat e of i nte evt is prescribed on the face of the war
rant they bear six per cent interest, said: 

11 County warrants are creature s of 
the statute , and ce.n onl y be i ssued 
in acc or dance t herewith, but when 
no rate of inte~est is prescribed 
upon their face , they bear inte rest 
a t t he rate of six per cent per 
annum, as provided by section 3705, 
r-evised Statutes l e99 , aft e r pre
sentation to t he treasurer of t he 
c ounty by which issued, and fai lure 
to pay because of t her e being no 
money in the t r easury f ol' their 
payment . hobbins v . Lincoln l- ounty 
Court , 3 bo. o7 ; Skinner v . l.Jlatte 
County, 22 Mo. 438 , ~tate ex r e l v . 
Tr ustees , ti l Lo . 155 ) . " 

There i s . no s t atute wh -"c h require s t he county court 
to pay any speci f ied sum of intArest on protested war
r ants other t han th~ abvve gener a l sta t ute , now Section 
2839 H. s. t...o . 1929 v1hich states t hat t he l egal r ate of 
i nterest f or cr ·~ditors is six per cen t when no other 
rate of interest is agr eed upon . 

We ar e , therefore , of the opinion t hat the c ounty 
court can l e gall y r euuce t he rate of interes t on pr ot est ed 
warrants pr ovided they prescribe on the face of the warrant 
t he amount of i nt erest that will be paid. 

AP..:'l10Vl:ID : 

COVhLL h . liE ITT 
(Acting ) At torney Gener ul 
M\"i : RT 

J.espect.fully auhnitted , 

hl~ . \JASS ... H1IAN 
1~ss istant t.tt orney Gener al 


