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HOUSE.BILL NO. 369: 
TRAILER CAMPS·: 

. SALES TAX: 

........ 

House Bill No. 369 is not .a part of the Mis
souri Sales Tax Law,. and therefore exemptions 
to the application of the Missouri Sales Tax 
Law do not apply to House Bill No. 369. Fur
th r that trailer space rented by educational 
in:tltutions to its students or affil~ated 

FILE lJ 1 is not subject to the appl~cation personne , h is 
of House Bill No. 369, since sue space 

1 

I& 
not offered for rental to the public. 

April 26, 19.54 

Hono~able t. M. Ontswell 
Supel'viso:r 
»•par tm.$nt of l•venue 
State Of M1#eJjj)U.1. 
Jettere.on (l1tJ'1 Missouri 

Dear Sirl 

Yout> ret:Jflnt ~quest tor an official ~inion reads: 

ttw;tth relattcn to the p.rovts.ions ot: .Hous& 
B!l.l )69 4~()nlt ~ef.erred to as thEt Trailt~t 
&r C&mpT$:1 Act enacte.d by the 67th Gener$1 
Assembl1• approved br the Guve~•er and et• 
tect1ve A.usuet· 291. 19$3, the qu.••tl(lm has 
4l'S..sen as to whethor under tne pr•~ttil10l'l$ 
ot tlUs •ct traile~ Oli$ps op\t~~tted bf those 
1nttltu.tl<Jns provid•d wlth statttt~ }t:&:emp
t1on with relation to the Missouri 2r' Salee 
'lax und&r Section 144•04-o ieviaed. Statutes 
of Miast'>\W1 191~9 &J-e · e~empt from being re• 
quired to eolleet and remit the 3?t trailer 
O$:mp tax imposed bJ ·the aet even though such 
trail$r camp may be operated solely: to'r the 
use of student bodies or personnel affiliated 
with auoh institu.tions exempt from sales tax. 

"It 1$ respectfully :request" that this de• 
pa.rtment be provi<.led wt th an ott1o1al opinion 
whetbe:r the statutory exemptiQn trom sales tax 
granted. under the law relating to sa.les tax 
applies also to those referred to as operating 
a taxable privilege as defined in the Trailer 
Camp Tu Aot." 

The first question which we have to answer is whether House 
Bill No. 369, referred to by you, was enacted as a part of the 
Sales Tax Law. It itwas, then any exemption to the Sales Tax 
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Honorable L •. M •. Ohiswell 

Law would apply to House Bill No. 369; it it was not, then ob• 
viously auoh Sales Tax Law exemption woul.d not apply to House 
Bill No. )69. . 

It is our. opin,ion that House Bill No. )69 does not impose 
a sales tax and is not a supplement to the M1ssour·1 Sales Tax 
Law. 

We note that in V.AtM.s., 1953 Supplement, House Bill No. 
)69 has been plaeed in Ohapt$r 3.44, RSMo 1949, which is the Sales 
Tax Chapter. Tb.t$ 1 however, 1s not conclusive, and does not prove 
that House Bill No. 369 is a sf.1les tax. 

It seems olear to us .from the language ot House Bill No. ,369 
that it is not, and was not intended to be, part of the Salea Tax 
Law. We feel that this is evidenced by the underlined (by us) 
portion of Seetien llt-4.560, V • .A..M.S., 1953 Suppl~ment, w'hieh Jteads: 

"l. It is hereby declar.ed to be the legislative 
in.tf;'lnt that every person is ex.e;rci"sing a taxable . 
privilege in the business of renting, leasing or 
letting IU'lY 11 ving quarte1 .. s in connection with 
eny trtliler ea.mp ae defined by seetion lQ4.550. 
For the purpose of said privilege & tax is hereby 
levi$d in an sm.oun.t equal to three per cent of · · 
e.nd on the total charge for such living quarters 
bf the person charging or collecting the rental; 
provided, that such tax shall~~pply to trailer · 
camps as defined in -sections llt4•550 to J.44.$90, 
whether or not there be in eonnection with.the same, 
any dining room, cafes. filling stations, or other 
business whare merchandise or service of any kind 
is sold or offered fov sale to the public. 

"2. The tax provided for herein shall be in 
addition to the total amount of ren~al and shall 
be charg&d by the lessor or person receiving the 
rent in and by said rental arrangement to the las ... 
see or person paying the rental; and shall be due 
and payable at the time of the receipt of' such rent• 
al payment by the les$or or person receiving such 
rental payment. The owner or lessor shall remit 
the tax to the collector of' revenue at the times. ·and 
aJJ, t}W manner provided for retailers to remit taxes 
under the Missouri sales tax act. The same duties 
i;nBosed by the said sale's tax aet upon dealers at 
reta~i In tan~~ble pe~sgnil pr0perty respecting the 
eoileotion !W: .rem1ss~on ot the tax, the making ot 
~etH?ns, the keeping ol books and records and the 
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Honorable L. · M.. Chi swell 

Furthe~ore, by Section 144.:480 R$Mo 1949, all revenue col· 
leoted or rece:tved· by the Direotoro£ Revenue trom .the sales tax 
shall be_depo~1ted in the etate_tr$asury, to the ore41t ot the or• 
dinary revenue turi.d; whereas, the proceeds fi'cm the . tax imposed by . 
House Bill N(.). )69 are to be placed, by Section J.44.59e, V!iA.M.s., 
1953' Supplement, in a special ~und to be known as the "trailer 
camp school taxtundn, which 1s 4redited in the state treas~y and 
is to be paid back to the several counties ot the state, to be al• 
located to th$ school dis trio t of the county in that proportion · 
which the &ltount or tax collected in each district bears to the 
total amount collected in the county, (\nd shall be used Qnly·tor 
the support of the other public schools in said dietr~cts .• 

. From the above, it seems clear to us that House Bill No.-3~9 
is not a sales tax, and that, therefore, exemptions t~ the a.ppli• 
cation of the sales tax l'aw would not apply to House Bill No.369. 

Your specific question is whether House Bill No. 369 would 
apply "though such trailer camp may be operated solely for the use 
of student bodies or personnel affiliated with such institutions 
exempt from sales tax.n 

In regard to this matter we note Section 144.550 V .A.~t.s., 
1953 Suppleme~t• which reads: 

"As used in sections 144.550 to ~.$90 the 
term 'trailer camp' shall mean . a place where 
space is offered, with 01t withmtt service 
facilities, by any person or municipality 
to the public for parking and accommodation 
of two or more automobiles-trailers which are 
used tor lodging, tor either money considera• 
tion or an 'indirect consideration or benefit 
to the le·asor or· owner in connection with a 
:related business, such spacE~ b~.i.i-J.g ha:x·~by de• 
fined as t living quarters' , and th~ rental 
price paid theret'or shall include all service 
charges paid to the lessor." ·i 
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Honorable L. M. Chi1;rwell 

Since a trailer camp in which space is rented solely to 
students or (lftiliated peri)Jonnel of an educational institution 
does not OOltte td.thin the definition ot "trailer osmpu, as th& 
term is us$d 1n RotUe Bill No. 369, which 1v.~ana a place whel.'e 
sp•ee rov automobile trailt3r parking is offered to the public, 
we do not believe that Rouse Bill No. ,369 hM any application to 
trailer .spa<l~ rented by educational institutions to ita stud•nt 
or affiliated personn,11 . since ~uch ~ducational inst1·tut1on does 
not off$r such rental sp"fl:ceto the public. 

·!r. L 

COl~O.tUSION 

. It is the opinion of this department that Rouse Bill No. 369 
ia not a part of,. the Missouri .8al4)s Tax Law, and that, tb.ereto%9; 
exemptions· to tp.e appl1e$tio~ of the Missouri Salas Tax Law do not 
apply to House B:tll No. 36$. · · · · . 

It 1s our :further OJ?:tn!on that traile~ space l"et{ted by edU.• 
eational institutions to ita .students or affiliated personnel is 
not subject to the applioati()n .or House :Sill No. 369_, since such 
space is not offered for rental to the public. 

The for~going opinion, which I hereby approve, ~as prepar&d 
by my Assistant, Mr. Hugh P. Williamson. 

BPW/ld 

Very truly yours, 

JOHN r-1. DALTON 
Atto-rney General 
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