
COUN'l'Y CLERK: ' Clerk's duty to total columns of t axable property 
on nSsessor's books under ~ections 9800- 9805 , R.S . 
Missouri. 1929 . 

April 2\, 1938 

! ------· 
F \LED 

Mr. Hiclulrd Cham1er Ito Frosecut ing Attorney, Randolph County 
Foberly, Missouri 

ue11r ....> ir : 

'£his department is in r eceipt of your letter ot 
rlpril 16, 1938, i n which you request an opinion es follows: 

"I enclose herewith t wo sample sheets 
from the r e cords ot t he Assessor . One 
i s culled the personal sheet, the 
other the land sheet. 

ffYou will notice that the personal 
s heet lists live stock, larm machinery, 
household goods , money, motor vehicles 
und other personal property. The land 
sheet carries t he rea l property owned 
by the t ux payer and has the proper 
notations as to the value of the l bnd 
a nd the amount o:r it. l" dispute ho.s 
t:.ris en between the .. ~.ssessor a nd the 
County Clerk. The Clerk contends that 
the Jlssessor •s abstra ct is not complete 
unless he furnishes a t abula tion a t the 
bottom of each sheet ot the abs tra ct 
carrying the total ot the columDS on 
tha t part i cula r s heet. The ~ssessor 
t ukes the position that under Section 
9800 Revised ~t~tutes ot ~ssouri, 192~ , 
that it is the duty of the Clerk or the 
County Court to furnish the footings ot 
the different columns on the sheets. 

-Pl ease advise whether the Clerk or the 
hssessor should ttdd t he different columns 
on ea ch sheet of the abstra ct for l and 
and personal property.~ 



I 
( . 

Mr. Ri ohF4 Cham.ier - 2 - April 21, 19~ 

v:e think the provisions ot Section 9800 (which you 
cite) and Section 9805, R.S . Missouri, 1929, ~re decisive 
ot this ques tion. 

~ection 9800 1a in part as follows: 

"And the clerk of the county court 
shall 1~d1ately make out an abstract 
of the asse ssment book, showing a ggre-
gate footings ot the d itterent columna, 
so a s to set torth the aggregate 
amounta of the difterent .kinds ot real 
and personal property and the va lu-
a tion thereof, and forward the same 
to tbe state audi~r, to be laid be-
tore the s tat e board ot equalization." 

Section 9805 1a in part as follows: 

"The county clerk sha.ll a dd up the 
figures show1Jl8 the 8JIOUDt ot suoh 
tax, in the proper oolUJDDa, a Dd the 
aggregaw amount in each oolwm shall 
be DOted on eaoh page. Said clerk 
shall test tbe a ccuraor ot auob ad-
ditiona by COJIIPUtiD8 the amount ot suoh 
tax on the aggregate amoUDt ot propertJ 
on ea o.h pa ge, that he may be certain 
tha t the tax has been correotl7 ex-
teDded &D.d added . " 

~1 - 2-) r 
I./ 

/3'1·1 • 
Section 9'156, as amended, Lawa ot 1937, page 5'10, ~ 3 ~ 

and Sectioa 9'180, R .S . Missouri, 1929, en~rate the it•• .J 
to be conta ined in, a nd the e rrangemant that the assesso r 
1a to tollow in makiDg up hiS t a.x booka . l'hese seotioDS at 
no place require the assessor to total the value ot eaoh 
oolWD.Il ot t a:mbla property, nor do \• t ind any other pro­
visions in the l aw requ1rill8 him to 4o the sa.. 

In Cumm.iDB T. Kansas Ci~y Public i::lerrtce Co . , 66 
s .w. !!!• l.o. 931, it is s a id: 

"It is, or course, fundamental. tha't 
where the lau.guage ot a s t a tut. 1& 
plain and admits ot but one meaning, 
there 1s no rooa tor construction." 



, 

Mr . Richard Chamier - 3 - April 21, 1938 

The pr ovisions or Sections 9800 and 9805 , supra, 
appear to be very pl a in, in t hat they make it the duty or 
the county clerk, when he extends the t axes on the as ­
sessor's books, to ~dd up t he rigures showing the amount 
of the t~x in the pr oper column and to note the aggrega te 
amount in each column on each page , a nd turtber , to check 
the same to be certa in these totals are correct . 

CONCLUSION 

Therefore, i t is the opinion or this department 
tha t i t is the duty of the clerk of the county court to add 
the columns mentioned in Sections 9800 a nd 9805, supra, in 
order tha t the total ~xable value of the property extended 
on the asses sor's books may thereby be reflected. 

Respectfully submitted , 

TYRE i . • BUR 'roN 
;~sistant Attorney Genera l 

.h..i?ffiOVEl> By : 

J" .E • TJ .. fiiOR 
( .. _cting ) Ji.ttorney General 

u.B:VAL 


