\ EKK: 'Clerk's duty to total columns of taxable propertg
e ;n Lssessor's books under sections 9800-9805, K.o.

QMissouri, 1929,

April 21, 1938
\ v

¥r, Richard Chamder
Frosecuting Attorney, Handolph County
lioberly, Missouri

vear oir:

This departwent is in receipt of your letter of
~pril 16, 1938, in which you request an opinion as follows:

T enclose herewith two sample sheets
from the records of the .issessor, Une
is called the personal sheet, the
other the land sheet.

"You will notice that the personal
sheet lists live stock, {arm machinery,
household goods, woney, motor vehicles
and other personal property. The land
sheet carries the real property owned
by the tux payer and has the proper
notations as to the value of the land
and the amount of it, 4 dispute has
arisen between the ..ssessor and the
County Clerk. The Clerk contends that
the ..ssessor's ubstract is not complete
unless he furnishes a tubulation at the
bottom of eauch sheet of the abstract
carrying the total of the columns on
that particular sheet, The ~ssessor
tukes the position that under Section
9800 kevised otitutes of Missouri, 1929,
that it is the duty of the Clerk of the
County Court to furnish the footings of
the different columns on the sheets,

"Pleuse advise whether the Clerk or the
n8sessor should add the different columns
on each sheet of the abstract for land
and personal property.”
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%e think the provisions of Section 9800 (whieh you
eite) and Section 9805, R.S. Missouri, 1929, are decisive
of this question,

cection 9800 is in part as follows:

"ind the clerk of the county court

shall immediately make out an abstraet

of the assessment book, showing aggre-

gate footings of the different columns,

80 as to set forth the aggregate ) 34 %7
amounts of the different kinds of real

and personal property and the valu-

ation thereof, and forward the same

to the state auditor, to be laid be-

fore the state board of equalization.”

Section 9805 is in part as follows:

“The county clerk shall add up the
figures showing the amount of such
tex, in the proper eolummns, and the R ks
aggregate amount in each column shall
be noted on each page. Said clerk
shall test the accuraey of such ad-
ditions by computing the amount of sueh
tax on the aggregate amount of property
on each page, that he may be certain
that the tax has been correctly ex-
tended and added."™
/37 s
Seetion 9756, as amended, Laws of 1937, page 570, '~/
and Seetion 9780, R.S5. Missouri, 1929, enumerate the items -
to be contained in, and the arrangement that the assessor
is to follow in making up his tax books. These sections at
no place require the assessor to total the value of each
column of taxable property, nor do we find any other pro-
visions in the law requiring him to do the same.

In Cummins v. Kansas City Fubliec cervice Co., 66
S.We 2pd, l.c. 931, it 1s saild:

"It is, of course, fundamental that

where the language of a statute is
plain and admits of but one meaning,
there is no room for construction.”
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The provisions of Sections 9800 and 9805, supra,
appear to be very plain, in that they make it the duty of
the county clerk, when he extends the tuxes on the us-
sessor's books, to add up the figures showing the amount
of the tux in the proper column and to note the aggregate
amount in each column on each page, and further, to check
the same to be certain these totals are correct.,

CONCLUSION

Therefore, it is the opinion of this department
that it is the duty of the eclerk of the county court to add
the columns mentioned in Sections 9800 and 9805, supra, in
order that the total taxable wvulue of the property extended
on the assessor's books may thereby be reflected,

Respectfully submitted,

TYRE |\, BURTON
Assistant Attorney General

sPFROVED By:

J.E. TAYLOR
(Leting) sttorney General

LLB: Vsl



