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SHERIFFS: 
PUBLIC OFFICERS: 

·.Person resident of fourth class county for 
-75 days and of the State of Missouri for two 
years immediately prior to appointment is 
eligible for appointment as deputy sheriff in 
such county. · 

F\LEO.-
September 8, 1954 

Sol\ •. 4ob.n R. Oaalavfca 
P~8110,utit'll 'A'bilo,rney · · 
naae. . c'llri't • · · .· · · · · 
'lOX '144 . 
'Greentlddt Ml.saovi 

Dear Slrt 

. iteterence ts mad.• to yout- re~u•st for an official opinion 
of this depa't"ttlt~t .~eacltng ·as toUo\f$ I 

«fhe ·. Sheritt ot Dade ~\l, .. lU.ssetlri has 
ask$11 •me '-•· •wrtt& ·your off. .,, c;one~dll• · . 
the_ quaW~'c=atton ot·a_ c~i-man he 1• 
const•wlrt~J··havtng appolll•f.lt··aa Deputy 
Sh~ritt ot· ·Dade · et:na.aty, · Mta$ourl.. 

"fht.s · tndiv1cit.Ud haa l.;tv•4 ""' the St.a.te ot 
Mlsaouri, tor a little over 2 yeara and 
has :resided 1.n Dade· QottnlYt. the county in 
wblc}l he is bttq con--~der~ tor Deputy 
Shev:ltt. appro:dma.tely "'S •v•· 
"i~ur op,n1on wouLd be app~•~ia~ed as to 
wheth;~r ll~·$s qual~tied.~ oe~a Deputy 
Sheriff ot. this clit.mty. ~ · 

According· to tbe · clalusitioa-tton of counties tound. in sec
tion 48.o:w RIMQ 1949 Dad.e County is_ one of the fourth class. 
Examining stat~tes reiati~e tG the ottt~e of sheriff 1n counties 
ot such class, we . find. . tha. t · Sect.ion . $7 •. 250 makes provision for 
such appointment with the approval. ot the judge ot the circuit 
court. · 

We have examined the statut~e generally rela~ina to she:r
ifts_and fall to find. any speci£1oal1y setting·(orth.the qua.J,i
fications o£ deputies in .fourth class counties. ··We do find 
Seetion 562.210 which we feel is germane to your inquiry.. This 
statute reads as £ollowss 
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Non. John R. CaslaYka 

"Hereafter no sheriff in this state shall 
appoint any und:er .sheri££ or deputy sher-
1££ except the person so·a.ppointed·shall 
be, at the time of his appointment, a bona 
fide resid•nt of the state.ff 

We ar~ ·1 e:d :. t9 the belief from. the foregoing that the only 
qual.ification attached by statute to persons appointed deputy 
sherit\~':$ ·is that they • bt:J bona fide .residents of the State of 
Missouri.· 

·· ·4 somewhat different situation o.btains with respect to 
emergency or . speeial deputies. Ae bearing upon the appointment 
o.f' ·deputies of thi$ class, we direct your atte.ntion to Section 
'7 ,.110 RaMo 1949 read.ing, in part, as follows: 

.,* * * In aey emergency the sheriff shall 
appoint .sworn deputies, who shall be resi
dents of the county, possessing all the 
qualt.fi<Jations ot sheriff. Such deputies 
shall serve. not exceeding .thirty days, and 
shall possess all the powers and perform 
all the duties of deputy sheriffs, with 
like responsibilities, and tor their ser
vioes shall receive two dollars per day, 
to be.paid out of the county treasury.n 

Also Section Sl.t~-.190 RSMo 1949, reading as follows l 

"That no sheriff of a county, mayor of' a 
city, or other private persons, authorized 
by law to · appoint special de.puties, mar-
shals or policemen, in·this state, to pre
serve the public peace, and quell public 
disturbances, shall .hereafter appoint as 
such special deputies, marshals or police
men, any person who is not a resident of 
this state, and.has been a resident of' 
this state tor at least three years prior 
to his appointment." 

As mentioned previously, however, these provisions relate 
only to emergency or special deputies. The absence of further 
statutory enactments bearing upon the qualifications of deputy 
sheriffs in counties of the fourth class indicates a legislative 
intent that only the requirement established by Section 562.210 
RSMo 1949 necessarily must be met. 
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. pOftCL,USION · 

· . . .. lll the prem1.$es • we· a~e of'· th$ opinion that ~ person rest• 
.· d.ca~t .. ~t . ~. ~o\lll~y: · o~ t~~. t:<HU~th c:la.ss ;for 75 daYf5 a.•d of· the · •· ·. 
·State· o;··Missour:t. f'or.·two ttare· immediately prior ·to appeint-
ment, ta eligible for the otftco o.£:. deputy sheriff in a county 
of such class. · · · · · · · ·· 

• • 1 ' . • • • • • 

1 " . . ... ' .... . ' . .. . ' . ' " . 

. The foregol~. · op!J!d.on1 wh~oh . I. her" by app~ov:e.. was pre-
par:ed. by mr assi$tant., W;l.t. F •. Berey-, .Jr. · .. 

. . \ .· . . . . ' . . . 

John M, Dalton 
Attorney General 


