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~- COUNTY TREASURER: trea.urer appo1a,ed under Seo~ion 12130, 
Raws o~ Mo. 1~$'1, P• 425, '!'ill .! hold. o~t'1ce 
until JaauarT 1, 1~39, or until h!a 
successor ia elected and qualified. 

November 18 , 1938 

Honorable horth Caughron 
Treasurer 
Christian County 
Ozark, Mi s souri 

Dear ...>ir: 

Thi s Department is i n r eceipt of your letter 
of November lOth YTherein you make the fol l owing r eque st 
for an opinion: 

nr was appointed County Treasurer 
of ~hristian County i n compli ance 
with the act of the legi s lature as 
gi ven in 1937 ue s si ons Acts, ~ection 
12130 page 425. ~y understanding 
of this Section i s t ha t I will hold 
offi ee unti l Januar y 1, 1939. 

" .... ince I was de f eat ed in the November 
8 th election I would appreciate very 
much an opinion from your of.fice as 
early as pos sible." 

The of fice of county treasurer was abolished 
Qy the 1935 General Assembly, and the law became effective 
on January 1, 1937. The o.ff1ca •as recrea t ed b¥ the 
Gener al Assembly in 1937, and Section 12130, page 425, 
made t he o.ff1ce when crea t ed eff ective ~ed1ately a f ter 
the act was approved; said section being a s . follow a: 

"There i s hereby crea ted 1n the 
several counties of this vtate, now 
or hereaf t er having a population 
of l ess t han 40 1 000 inhabitants 
a ccording t o t he last Decennia l 
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united ~tate s Cen~us , a county 
trea st~er, to be appoint ed by the 
Governor , ana t o t ake offi ce 
i mmediately after the effective 
cia t e of t his Act and who shal l 
enter upon t he di~ eharge of the 
duties of hi~ of fice after his 
said appointment and qualification 
and who sball hold his of'fice for 
a term ending on the first day or 
January, 1939 , and unti l his suc• 
cessor i s ele cted and qualified• 
unless sooner r .emoved f'rom off i ce . 
i rovi ded, t hat nothing in this 
section shall appl y to counties 
under township organ1za tion. • 

ihe section providing for t he filling of 
vacancies or appointments i ~ ~eetion 10216, R. ~. ~o. 1929 . 
~ne provisi ons of that sec tion, we do not th!nk are 
applicable for t he reason that the Legislature in r ecrea t ing 
the office of t 1·easurer treated the same as a new county 
office. T-here fore , the provi tiions of t he . aet which created 
t he office, being complete withi n itsel f , i s the future 
gui de relative t o the fil l i ng of vacancies or appointments 
until a l ega l e l ection can be hel d . T.he r ule relative t o 
special s tatutes taking precedence over general statutes 
i ~ i n t he ins tant case applicable . 

As ~ction 12130, supra , specif ically provi des 
that t he person who is ap)Joint ed shall serve f'or a term 
ending on the f irs t day of January, 1939 , and until his 
successor i s e l ected and qualified, we are of the opinion 
that you , as County Trea surer, will h ol d of f i ce until 
January l, l 939, and until your successor is elected and 
qualified. 

A~.t:R OV..t.D: 

J. B. TAYLOR 
(~ct1ng ) Att orney-General 

o .. u : .r.:G 

Yqurs very truly 

OL.LIVER \ i . NOLEN 
~ssistant ~ttorney-General 


