COUNTY TREASURER: ‘Treasurer appoianted under Section 12130,
eomes mlsn P N Laws of Mo, 1937, p. 425, will hold office
' ' until Jamuary 1, 1939, or until kis
successor is elected and qualified.

liovember 18, 1838

Honorable 'orth Caughron
Treasurer

vhristian County

Ozark, iiissourl

Dear uir:

This vepurtment is in receipt of your letter
of November 1lOtl: wherein you make the followlng request
for an opinion:

"1 was appolnted County Treasurer

of vhristian County in compliance
with the act of the leglslature as
given in 1937 sessions Acts, cection
12130 page 425. Ly understanding

of this Gection is that 1 will hold
office until Yanusry 1, 1939,

".ince I was defeated in the lovember
8th election 1 would appreciate very
much an opinion from your office as
early as possible.”

The office of county treasurer was abolished
by the 1935 General Assembly, and the law became effective
on January 1, 1937, The office was recreated by the
General Assembly in 1937, and Section 12130, page 425,
made the office when created effective immediately after
the act was approved; said section being as follows:

"There is hereby created in the
several counties of this -tate, now
or hereafter having a population

of less than 40,000 inhzbitants
according to the last Decennial



Hon, War th Caughron - Nov, 18, 1938

Unitea -tates Cen:sus, a county
treasurer, to be appointed by the
Governor, and to take office
imnediately after the effective
cate of this 4ct and who shall
enter upon the dlscharge of the
duties of hi: office after his
said eappointiment and qualification
and who shall hold his office for
a term ending on the first day of
January, 1939, and until his sue-
cessor is elected and qualified,
unless sooner removed from office.
Yrovided, that nothing in this
section shall apply to counties
under township organization."

The section providing for the filling of
vacancies or appointments 1: cection 10216, K, L, koe 1929,
ihe provisions of that section, we do not think are
applicsble for the reason that the Leglislature in recreating
the office of treasurer treated the same &s & new county
office. <Therefore, the provi:sions of the act which created
the office, being complete within itself, is the future
guide relative to the filling of wvacancles or appointments
until a legal election can be held. The rule relative to
speclal statutes taking precedence over general statutes
is in the instant case applicable.

As section 12130, supra, specifically provides
that the person who is appointed shall serve for a term
ending on the first day of January, 1939, and until his
successor is elected and qualified, we are of the opinion
that you, as County Tressurer, will hold office until
January 1, 1939,and until your successor is elected and
qualified.

Yours very truly

AFPPROVLD: OLLIVER V. NOLEN
Agsistant attorney-Gencral

J. 5. TAYLOR
(Acting) Attorney-General
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