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Preride ~t' ~ ten~or~ry code doe ~ .o t 
rer ire onerntors 0f Be rutv P-rlorP 
to ~dont ~nv ~ 1xe~ sc~edul~ of 
...... rices . 

Seotembe r 14, 1933. / 

~rs . Uabel C. Churc~ , 
204 South Ohio ~trhet, 
Sedalia , ~ is~our i . 

De~~ rre . Churc1 : 

·. e are -,c· lO'I'fle.S, L1--; reoe i:-- t of vour lett er in 
you inouire ~c follo~ : 

hich 

If .Till you '""'leose advise nc if it io 
pulsory to join a cit) orra~izntio, 
to fix pr iceo us inr t '1e . R. A. to 
tt c i t.v ic ao hard hi t a ... Jurs . 

nece ... sary or co~

, Ot;: e c~ ief air is 
boo at price~ vh en 

I have a shop -i t n four rer,ularly e nlo-;-ed oneratorc 
~Jd tuo app rentices beside ,yself . I n ~ve rai eo on n 1 
1 ines of norl: a 1 i ttle, 2 5¢ to 50.,. on epc j tem of 
"Or k and felt t hat ac cuff ic lent to p~y "lY r ~iced 
s al aries, but a cer~ain fe- sho o t r y t o i nc i et u~on a 
hi~her nr icc w ic ! at ti~et l i ke tis -oul d cut our 
o rk until it PQuld be ncc~csarv to l ay off pprt of 

our girls . 

It seemc to me t o r aise prices so much at t hi s tirre 
·ntil t hingG are adj uoted better would be de feat ing 
the ll . R. A. Pl ease advise as to fixed prices . " · 

7e are informed that a national code '"':-s not b e. 
PdY>ted :·or the oper at ors of eautv Parlors . The ter-or~r y N. 
: . A. ledge 17 ich vou have s i gned did no .. ccrr v ith it nny 
~ttemp t to regulnte prices t o be charged by eauty P3rlo~s . 
Thle tcmpor~rv code wil eventua1 l y be superseded, no doubt, 
oy t'1e n t l onal code t o be dopted by all of the oner ntora 
t .- oughout the country. This code mr-y C'lrr y i th it a nro
viGion nrovidinG or n n ini~tm price ecnle. Un t o the cresent 
t i !T.e , ho'#Cver, ther e is no obl igfl t ~on u ..,on anyone who hns 
signed t .1e Preside 1t ' e temnor"\rv code t o dopt n.ny ecale of 
prices , aa such code does not carrv lth it any such nrovic·on. 

Anv effort made by any local or~anizat ion in S~ nl ia 
attempti~, t o regulate and f ix the c •ar ges hich you ~ill oe 
compelled to ask for t'le ~ervices re.,iered .,t your lJ"lo"'l , -ould 
not be under the authority of t~e Pres ident ' s code . Any sue~ 
agrec rtent or a consn i r acy seek i ng to r aise price~ l'"OUld not 
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o'll. y be unau t or ized under the tcr·.,o.ro:r:; code, but ,..oulrl be 
in violatio~ o! t he ant1- truct laws of the t~te of ' ies0uri, 
~nd any atte~pt rnade by ?ny or g nization or individuals t o 
coerce you 1 nto charging a cert!'> in f 1xed pr icc -.70uld b~ 
illegal . 

The prices ·:lich you desire to charge for t he services 
~ ic~ you render are to be deter-ined i~ v~~r own ju~~-e~t . 
Sue ~rices , no doubt, nil l be so e ~at i r!luenced by co-
petition , and t he de ands of t he ~ublic . Tho~e t in~e &re 
m~tters , ho ever, which at t h is t ime cust be determined solely 
by you as manar,er of your buainesc: , just a.s other proble~""s 
of businecs arising in your buoineca rurt be lll~ e 1se de te:r.J i ned. 
! O one t this time can compel you to charge a particular 
price, no r are you violating any lnw in f ailing to adopt v''iY 
price oreviously ndop ted by any or ganization. 

It is t herefore t he op i nion of t hi s Depar tment t nt 
even t hough you nave signed t e Preside~t • c te porar code , 
you are s till free to fix such chcr gea for your eervices ~c in 
your judr;nent good business requ ires. You "'re not reauired 
t o , nor can you be co~~elled t o do~t any scr~ e of priceo 
sup orted by any groups of your com~etitoro . The President ' s 
te ,,)orn.r·y code does no t cover the ,..,ucct i on of pr ices, .,nd 
al thourn Tie cannot adv ise you as to t"' e scale of urices, , ·e 
do ceviro :rou t'1at t!-lat is a r"~t '"e r w'11ch ic solely w1 t "' i n 
your o~ judg~c,t . A f ilure t o odopt certai n priceo in accord
a."lce ...,1 th the sci edule adop ted by others •1 y Eub1 oct you t o 
cr i ticism, but certainly such failure is not ~ vi?l~tion of 
the lPv. At t he p rese"lt time you c a~not be co pel lcd or 
coerced to adopt any fixed chargPa in your s~~p . 

Very truly yours , 

~4~· 
A s i ctnnt Att orney Ge~er~ . 

APPROVED : 

Attorney General . 
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