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SHERIFIS - Duties to attend court- compensa tion. 
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"e hnvo your reques t of november 9, 
1935 ror a op inion, as t ollon : 

" ~ controversy baa or laen be
tween the Sher1tf and County 
Court about aa f ollows I The 
Sheriff very ael <t)m, 1r ever, 
1a· at hia oft1ce or where be 
oan be f ound to take oare ot 
t!» genel'&l run ot busi ness 
or dutle s ot tbe Sher1t'f '• or
f l ee . The County Court baa 
r efused to Pe7 hlm h1a per 
diem charge tor wa 1 ting on 
\he Count., Court and Probn te 
Court, except tor the open ing 
daf , tor the r oason tha t the 
SberU'f 1a never present and 
does nothing to earn the money 
and the Court cont ends t hat 
theJ do not need h1s servi ces 
even it he was present an~ that 
tbeJ have the power or option 
to determine wbttba,- or not he 
is needo4 and whether or not 
he shoul d be pa i d wbtn not 
noe<led and when not pro a on t • 

• : 11 you kind l y t"lrn1ah 
w1 th cn opinion oa t o whether 
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l the Count,- Court 1a acting 
within i t a rights and ponra 
1n retue illS to pa7 the f her1tt las outlined •bova.• 

aVIn answer to JOtll' 1nqu1ry , we quoto 
~etlon l~ f o, R. s. • • l928s 

•The aeverol eheritfa ~·~l ~ 
tend t' eh COUft lw ld be 1r 
iOUiit ea , except whare 1t aball 
otherwl ae be directed bJ loWJ 
and 1 t shall be the du t7 or 
the officer attending &DJ' court 
to furnlah ate t1oner'f , f'uel , 
and other tbl nga neceaaar, tor 
the uae or tt. court whenever 
oPderod by tba oourt. " 

'!he eta tut• 1rh1ch det!Dea tblt dut18a 
ot the she ifta generallf 18 Section 115181 Re s. 

o . 1929, h1eh, a zzons other t h ings , :prov1dnaa 

"EverJ a~rU't • aboll attend 
upon all courts or reoord e t 
eveey teraa * " 

count7 oourt 1a a oouz-t ol record. Az
tlcle VI, section SG , to. Constitution. It would 
tberof ore •[pe er t hat 1 t l a t he d'UtJ or tbe aher
ltf t o at~e d the ~r1ly aese1ona ot all courts ot 
reeor<l 1n h 1a count,.. e cotlstrue the above 
stat ute to e mandotoJ7 upon the sberitr . an Cl 1n 
State v. Yager, 250 :o . 388, (1918) , D1 v1a1on 2 
ot tbe :-·u!'rb• Court held tba t such duties wore 
maadato1'7 ubon the abDr1t1" am t hat hie fai lure 
to at tend a bas l ona ot co mat a a ground tor ro
mov 1 . 

der tbe prov1s1ona ot . ect1on 1871, 
R. s . o . 1 2V, it la prov1de4a 
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1e proY1d 
tollowac 

The eourt shell audit and no
jus t the a ccount s ot the ot
t1cer e t teneing 1t, de pursuant 
to t his chap ter, and certlfJ the 
eaae tor p8Jment. • 

~ate or eompen.atlon or sherlt~· 
Sect ion ll'789• R. s. Mo. 1929 na 

attend1ns each court ot record 
p «r da7• • • • • • • • • s.oo • 

rom the above and to.z-ego1ng, 1 t 1a 
apnarent t t tbe shor1t f muat attend each aeaa1on 
ot court ot the countJ eour£ , tor which he 1e en
t1 tled to p 1 at the rate ot .oo per daJ• Th1e 
Pa'7 ! a tor c tual attendance upon such court. and 
it t:a t he d t7 of t he county court to audit and 
PB7 the • ta t or7 toe t<r such aePvi o.s ot tbe 
aber trr 1n t t endtn court. 

otf1ce t hat 
tend the co 
that t hla d 
and does no 
county cour 
entitle~ to 
llllleaa ho & 

ot t he eoun 
1a 11m1ted 
COUPt. 

A P ROVr,.J f 

t 1a,_ therefo~e . t he op1n1on of t bia 
1 t is the duty of the ohePU'f t o at
t7 court each da7 1 t 1.a 1n sesa1on; 

t 7 is bJ law imposed u pon tbe sherif f , 
depend upon t he will or wlsb or the 
1n tho t. ter. Tho a her 1t f' 1e not 

eueh compensation t or auch eervlcea 
tuall attends colll"t, since the power 

court £0 a\UU t and pa7 such clalma 
pa7 fop actual n' 'endonce a t an1d 

PRABnlll .E • Rl:.AG.AW 
:a a 1sto.nt At t oz-ne:y Gene~al 
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o~ne7 General 


