
OTO,. V ;HICT - Cpt e r piller tractor us ing highways o.s "uotor 
vehicle" under • s . . o . 1929 , Chap . 41, and 
operator t~ereof a s "chauf f eur" or "oper at or" 
under such chapter . 

DGcember l o , 1 ~3~ 

·r . B. • C~ot el , uperintcntlcnt , 
ls ... ot.;-1 . tete lgh ay etrol , 

Je'forDon G 1 t:; , u 1s:-"'U"' i • 

... ec.r uir: 

Your 1 otter or l ov nber :!6 , 1<:3f , has been recehre 
l n whi ch yot; request an opinion on the atters i nvolved in a 
le t t er to you fro~ C~pte.i n Thoma$ L. Leigh , .,.C" Troop , wh ic l 
1 ettqr you anclose(l . Copt s in I..e i e;h ' G lett r 1s c follo :1: 

.. 1. neQuect tr t o b rm- Tl i sh <! \! 1th an 
0'01 ni on of tl1e ht t.ornoy- Genctr(l l upon tbc fol 
lo11 ng s t ate or facts : 

2 . Cert i n c~ntrector ens ed in b\ 1ld1ns 
st£to bigl~ny in J e ffar on County , ~s using 
a. nu"ber or Cetelplllnr Tr actor pulling du~p 

gone ~or t.e rurposc of ~ov lnG dlrt . :esc 
vol11cles op rate over and r. lonG portion or tb 
old hi h y nd t ortion or tho nc. highwcy on 
their tripe , hnuling dirt from the b r pi t to 
tho pleco of akin the ft 1 . 

3 . Th quest ion ll~~s co up "D to hot"or or 
no:., theso trectOl' ohould 1 ovc n _otor ve~ icle 
liecn"e an hctber or not the oper toro should 
bnve . chauffeur ' s lie nsc . True :l eng gcd in 
thio some kind of o cration u.ro roqulrod to ht1 e 
state license and tle1r opcrntora aro rcqt 1red 
to hevc ch ufteur ' D 11censo . _be truck op ratoro 
ree l that they .. ave bocu discr1 1n t ee ngt:in , 
while tho tractor o erntor~ oo"ltend ~..hat the ir vu
hicloo ore not ootor VdhicloD lthln tho moening 
Of tkle l a\ • C feel tlwt t"· i o tter CO\Ald be 
c lar1tlod by an o pinion of th ~ttorn y- Genercl 
nnd it one c c- n be e~ured , we .111 govern ou r 
nelvos accordingl~ . " 

I 

T I(, 'OR I· •)' t. I t l(, :. • 

A. Chapter 4 1 or the <ev1ned ~t atutes ot 1~aour1 or 



/ 

2. u.r. 13 . u. Casteel, Superinte ndent , 
~lRaouri Stete n 1gb ~ay .etrol . December 18 , 1"34. 

1929 deals ith tho r egistra tion or · 1eonsine or ootor veh icles . 
In Section 7759 or such chapter t ho term " otor Yeh1ole" 1e ~e
t' ined as f ollows : 

" ' f'otor vehicle . ' Any oelt- propolle<l vehicle 
not operated oxclualvo ly upon trnoka, exoe t 
r nr"1 trr.ctoru . .. 

The caterpillar tractor is a selt-propolled vct.icle ond it is not 
operated on traeku . Nor 1r 1 t .~1 t.l1 1 n tho exception beeeuse only 
~ trc.etoro rc excepteu. . . If "l.ho stotut hod said '1 exoept trac
tors" then. o.ll tractors would have been excepted , but by oxoopt1ng 
rarm treotors all other tr6ctors were lett .ithln the detin1t1on 
ot the torm "ootor vohiclet! . A far~ troctor under tl.o se.me section 
ot the st t~tcs is det1nea es ~a tractor used e~clusivoly ror oeri
oulturol ;>urpoaes", 1;0 thet the c nterp1lla.r . treactor dooeribed i'l 
your l etter could not be r oGardod ea a rar tractor. therefore , 
t he conclunion le in scopable tbct th caterpillar truetor de cribed 
in your letter in n notor vehicle mtbin tho n:eo.ning or R. S . LUaaouri 
192~ , Cbaptor 41 . 

Thla oonclu~ion 1 otr ngthened by co~pnrloon bot en tho 
4et1nlt1on bovc quote\ from Section "75S ana tho definition of tLo 
term ''I:lotor vchic lo" contained 1n • ~ . i s aour 1 1 1 , Section ?5:>1 , 
wheroin such torm was dcf1~~d as e~ntns all vehicles propelled by 
any po or other then muoculer power, except traction engines, road 
rollers , fi ro axt.lnguh;!.~.~ nppn otua ti.nd eD_Glnoo, police patrol 
wacone , nd an ulences , owne(i or o -,erGtc•d y muniolpel oornorations 
of t.he ot to, an~ suo , voh1cl O"i es run only \lpon l"oils or trocks . ~ · 
This co::tpori aon 1rn..1l&tl .. tely ~~owo t h t the H~29 atet'ute 'lun onl rge6 
tho deflni t lon or "• otor veb.iclo" , end es1 co1 ... lly noteworthy is the 
omloslon or tha term "traction on 1noa· wh1oh n r-eors in th£: 1g1~ 
atatuto, wb1ch igbt ~ell have ep~lied to a c t erplll r tractor • 

• R. S . tllssour1 , .l9 ~~r , Section ?761 provides that ~every 
owner ot a otor vehicle or trailer , which sbnJl be operntcu or 
driven upon tho hi hweya or this state • * ~ shall reglator t he sc e 
and ahall nay registration reo aooord1ng to a scale tixed in suob 
statute . u~ Sect ion 7761 1 ~ 1th1n Chapter 41 and consequently 
tho derinit1o'l or Section ?'7!.2 bo-ve quoted applie , so t hat the 
oaterptll r trcotor described in your lettor ie cotor ve~iole un
der Ceotion 7781 , and acco-dlng ~o your lott~r it 1s being operated 
upon the hi~l ay or this toto , nd oonuequ tly cust bo regl et•reo 
and rosietrntion fees cust he id on ccount ot it . 

II 

Rn'Ql r,l, :lO.l -.. L!C llSll FOR CI!AU?lt:RUH OR CPERA'!'OI1 

a. 1. •issouri , 1929 , Section 77bg , contolno the tollOl7-
ing doflY1it1 ns: 



3 . '·r . D. ·~ . "a teel , uUpcrintcnncnt , 
t'l.te Bighwuy Petrol . P1,:,aour1 Deca~bor l a , 1~ 34 . 

" ' Chauffeur.' An oper ntor (c.) Who operates a 
motor vehicl e in th~ trans '?rtat1on of pera~~o 
or \) ropert.y , end ,.ho rcce1ve3 co::tpens tlon f or 
such sor, ice 1n Vlt\Be& , snlery , oo::u:t1ss1on or 
rare, or (b }who co o~mor or employe opore.t~s a 
motor veliclo carrying pcsscngero or property 
for r. :re . " 

" ' Oue,..et "r . ' Any per eon '\'Jho operates or 
drive a ootor Yohicle . ,. 

~~etion 7?55 requires percons de~iring t o operete ~otor vehiclec 
na chauffeur~ to re61stcr , end Section 7766 re~u1res personn de
n1r1nl7 to o , c.rcto :rotor vel·iclos ao rogisterec operators to reciater . 
If t! e persona ope1· t1 • t be ca.terpiller tractors refer red to in 
your Jetter nro eit~or chauffeurs or opcrntora within tho meaning 
of t~e definitions just quo ~ed , then t hey sbo1 ld reglet~r under 
~b1chever of these t wo otetutcs ls epp licftble . 

In conclusion 1t ls our op in i on thft oater~illtr tracto~ 
pulling a dump gon for the purpoFe or mo-1nr; dirt e.nl OJh .. r tina on 
the highways of t h i.s State , 11'3 a motor Y'ehiela within the ...~eail 1ng or 
R. s . l~1s~our1. l~~s . Chapter 41 , ~~d ~ust be ree1eter~d as e ~otor 
veh i c le nnd pay ree1etration fees ~s such , and th t a person arivlng 
t he same e.o e. chaufteut" or operator :1 t'h1n th e r:tuan lng of Section 
7759 or euch cheptcr should likewise be registered . 

RO" t~cn·r 'RICK 
At torney-General 

Very truly yours , 

ED.'ARD H. l Ill R 
aaiatent Attornoy-Ocnernl 


