
KOTOR VEHIOLI - RiGISTRATION - SHALL TRAOTORS AS DEFI NED IN THE 
KISSOURI KOTOR VEHICLE LA , OPERATED 
I N OONNEOTI OH WI TH ROAD CONSTRUCTION 
WORK ON HIGHWAYi BE REQUIRED TO OARRY 
REGI STRATION PLATES? 
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Honor~ole B. (. Cnoteel , Superi nt endent 
iissour i St t e Hi ghway Patrol 

Jefferson Oity, Missouri 

Attention: Capt a in L. B. Ho ard . 

De .r 91r: 

Your l etter of inquir y J~nuary 30 , 1934, 
relative t o the arrest of A. • Uoaiey whi l e operat1n 
n traot?r on hiahwny 71 without l icense plates , r eoe1Yed; 
stating further thi s operation oaa U :l t a construction ac
tivity since the t ractor was erely be1 moved from 
f1n1 he~ r oad j ob t o ~ ~ro3ect abou~ t o atart, and deo1r-
1ng an opinion a u t o whether or not tra ctor , as defined 
in the isaouri Yo, or Vehicle l aw a s stated herein ia 
r equire t o carry r egistration plates . 

ln r eply t o your inquiry, l 11 ~ state firat 
t ~at section 5264, ns amended by Seasion Aota of 1931 at 
pn&e .)04, 1ves t he f ollowing def 1n1t1on : 

• ( ) The term • t or vehicl e •, when 
used i n t h1a &ct , ~ana r. y automo
bil e auto obi l e t ruck , ot or bus, 
truck , bus,~ n t l §r ~-Rronelle~ 
vehicl e D2! onera d g~ diiiin upon 
t11eA r i l a ~ trao •:V 
~eotion 7761 , R. S. Ko . 1929 , sara: 

•(a ) .very own r of n ot or vehicl e or 
tra i l er , .hich a all be onerat ed or 
dr iven unon t he highways ~~ this state, 
shal l , exo t na herein ot herwise ex
pr es l y "'r ovided , cause t o be fi l e' , 'tly 
.. 11 or other!l.~. ne, i n t he of f ice f)f the 
oo 1as i oncr, an pll1cat1on f or r egi at r a-
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tion on a blank t o be furnished by 
the oorum1aa1~ner f or tbat purpose, 
• • • • • 
1 (b) on tho filing of suoh appli
cation, exhib ition of certificate of 
ovnerah1p and the payment of the feea 
hereinafter pr ovided, the oo iasioner 
shall aeaign a nuober t o auch motor 
vehicle, and wi~hout ~the~ expense 
t o t he applicant shall 1eaue de-
l iver t o t he owner a cer tifica te of 
4eg1atrati on in such fo~o &a the com-
iaai oner ah 11 prescribe, !D4 a pl ate, 

.2.!: o.,set .J. nlates . bearing .!!!2h ,!ll!!!
ber, 
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Under Section 7776 , R. s. Uo . 1939, the laat 
p e.ra.graph of aub-section "b" pto'-l dea that 

•tn special oases motor vehiol ee whose 
wei ght, including loads, exceed thoae 
herein prescribed may be operated under 
special permi t a granted as hezeinafter 
provided . • 

And ,ar ngranh "g• w~videa: 

" arm t ractor when using the hi ghways 
in tr vel i froo one fiel d or farm 
t o anot her or t o or f~om places of de
l ivery or repair are exempt from the 
pr .v1ai ons of this articl e relating 
\ o re .,.iatr tion and di.play of nuber 
pl&tea, bu~ oh 11 co~ly wi~h all t he 
ot her yr )vts1ons hereof . " 

These parties cannot clalr.l, aa an excuse that 
thia e a f a.rn tr c~or under the l aat &b'>T8 quo~ed pa.r Taph . 

They cannot clai m t l1a.t t hey were actually work
i ng on t he h1ghva.y as they had fini shed the work they vere 
working on, s o that t bey wore not in t he employe of the St te 
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Section 7767, R. s . »o. of 1929, atatea that 
tho co iaaioner shall iaaue cert1f1oatea for all oars owned 
by the S~tc of K1eaour1 and shall aaai tor each of such 
cars t wo plates bearing the wnTdB "fltate of M1asouT1 , Off1o1&1 
Car • • • •. Wit~ t he n her 1naerte thereon~ which pl ate 
shall be dio,layed on suob c~:rs when thoy o.zo being used on 
tae :\ghway . tthis aeotion aJ.go r:>ro.,14e•: 

•uo ofiioer, or e l ore of the 
munic1p~l1tr, county or sub
divis ion, or any other pe~son 
shall operate such a ~tor 
veblol e unleaa a e ia marke 
aa her ein provi ded, • • • •• . 

The general purpose of the law i s to require 
every person operating a •mot or vehicl e" ( hereinbefore de
fined) t o c rry a tag or pl ate bearing n bera easily identi
fied and checked up on (in oaso ot acoidentn o:r other n1ahapo ) . 
T 1e st tute aho d be construed accordi ngly and ita gene:r l purpose, 

' when being cons~rued, shoul d not be oTerlooked. 

QupplY Oo, v. !aa App , l , o. 238, 
Roes v. Kanaaa~t t . J ot , ~.oo . , 111 Ko . 19, 

Dom\ngY. l,a Sho aoa ApJ, • l . o, 515, 
ieF!e v. Hzai\, l Uo . l . o. lG. 

It is our op1n1on under the oirouoetanoes det&1l ed 
nd fr~rn the fact they f 1led to have a speo1al permit, and 

t t they f a i led t o have re ar platee , or t a i l ed to n&Ye 
special 11oenne plates mentioned and proY1ded for aa herein 
above reterTed t o t as they do not c~ e under y exceptions af 
the lav herein rererr ed. they o d be end a re required t o carry 
reg1atr3t1on plates when on the highway under the facta above 
enumerated, and are 11& le under the l aw for failure t o do ao , 

Your• YerJ buly, 

APPROVED: 
GEORGi B, S'l'RC 'l'iD! 
Aao1atant Attorney-General . 
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