
P~CORDBR O:F' D ·>::DS : To ~ssue certtfiod couy 0~ rec~rds free of 
cha., .... e to veterans v1hen :::uch 1'3..-<-rds are to be 
used"' to claim henef 1 ts under ., 1e Sc"~"vice ! .. on 1 s 
Read justment ~ct of 19~4 . 

ctobor 9 , 19~5 

~c. o~:>r'Jlo L • • !ad:!.son .~;,•:.·atorn 

.J!·o~ lCutL . .:::; ~~ .... tornoy 
~~ l.ny C oun t'J/ 
Li"oorty, Li::.sourl 

.Joo.r L ir : 

FI LE 0 

13 
I f /t 0 

.tecoipt of :o...t.:• ~.'oqu;o t f or an O">inion .~.·rom t!~in 
o! i'ice, .mdor the dn to , Oc tob:.r C, 19~o , is hereby nc!:.1owl
odced and \?b.ich roc uos t l~o~~a.n O.!; follov:s: 

" I o~~oll.ld li!:e .;o :!nvo a."1 o:: _,: lc.:.o.l 
:ni ion fro 1 ";Jo ~-, .)~-.:co on .; .... o 
follov:lng matt or . 

" Shoul d n !.oc o ... ,dor o:: .J lds fum ish 
c e l'tlfiod copi s of !'Oc rc... .. !'roo of 
charc o whor- they are to be usoG to 
secure cart 1~ privilege~ 6rnnted to 
votor'l!1s under t:10 G- I Bill of d:;llto; 
also , nrc any uc•1 certified copioc 
reouosted by votorn...s to "..>o used in 
so curine lonns , schoolL._:- , ) tc ., under 
tho G- I Lill of i ,...]1ts cons :uorod t o 
be in the sense of a cl!lim u.1on tho 
sovort~te~t o: t·.o United vtntos so 
~1nt Gocti~. lb077 of tho Revised ~ tat
utos ! or 193~ vould a pply?" 

:.o~-' quo a tion comes C: lrcc tl:>· to the poir. t o.: whot~or 
Ol' not the bo .. of 1 ts offo!'od veto!'o.ns in t ho Sorvicom(J. • s _ o 
n"jnctmont .ct of 1~{4 , )Otto.' ~.mm ns tho GI Dill o: i cht ... , 
co .l d bo the su ,joct o: a. "clo.ii:t Ui)O!l. tho ..;ovorHmont of tho 
ur.itod ~ tntos" ntJ ic c ontemplated in 81ctlo!1 1507,./ , r.. • .J . I:o . 
L .1SJ , w~11c:1 l'Oo.ds o.z follm· o : 
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11\.llo cvo:;,' a cc.~.·t.ifiou cop-:, or copies 
o ... "' an-:, :)u'ulic rccor~ in tho otato of 
lU:::soul'i aro l'oquL.· d to perfect tho 
claim of an-:,r s oldior , sailor or narino , 
in corvico or honol•n.ol :; discharr;od , or 
a>1y do pend or. t of such s oldiur , ~ailpr 
or marino , for a United S tate~: pension , 
or G.."'l.y other cla.in upon tho ~ovornmor..t 
of tho United Sto.tos , thoy shall , U_?on 
!'Oquos t oo furnished by tho cus todio.n 
of such records vrithout an;y foe or conpon
sa tion therofor . " 

In a soarc:1 for tho loc,nl dofini tion of t}lO TIO:i."d 
11 cL im11 \'TO flnc.'l in tho c · so of . ollus v . Potter , 91 Cal . 1\~)!! • 
7vv , 704 , 267 ~ . 563 , 564, tho fol lowinc : 

" ;:- ·::-tClai rJ. , t in its p:•i::mr7>· .. lEHlnirJ.[:; , is 
usod to L"'lalcato "Gho asnortion of an 
o istin<~ richt . In its soc01:.do.ry moan
in; , it L1n:i :)o used to inG.icato tho 
richt itself . " 

Also in tho c l:' so o::' ,d:::us on v . \ 'ol l' o , 139 ::::. . , • (:Jd) 
674. , 1 . c . u79 , 800 \r-~ . ;:,eo , o.n to tho u1oan.:.n; of t:10 r1ord 
"claim., wo fin<.:. the f ollO\ •inc: 

ron". . ( 3 

n.:: ~:- t _he torn h•uJ boo!' S9ocifically 
defined flO .Jco.nil:. ; n do.~..u.lnd of o richt , 
or o:: an nllocod or sup oood ri[;ht ; a 
calli . ...:; or. nnothor for o o..1othinc cuo 
or cup)osod to bo duo ; rut nctivo a3sor 
tion of a ri[;l1.t a.>·;.d t!10 demand for its 
roco~nition ; an a.nsor ti oh , donnnd , or 
chnllonro , of soncthin; as n l" i r;ht ; .;~- il" 

lllC tor1:1 "rig..1.ts" :!.r .. h'J c.wc of Lonas v . ~tato , GO 
!.Ciok . ) 287 , l . c . 306 , io dofinod ns: 

" -::· -:!- -'ho '"'Ol"C ri~;hts , io 2:enoric , co '1-

.. .ton , .J :b:::•nc iJ.<!; wha tcvor .. :m'J bo lnwfull~
claimod . -;~ -):-" 

.'\.nd in tb.a co.: c of Atc11:o o:..... ~- L. -~ • Co . , v . o. t y , 
:39 !~.1 • . O) . 356 , G on . 37 , 1 . c . 40 : 
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" -:: :;. t"10 tor.n ' I'i_;:lt ' 1:. c:vil soc i otj , 
is do.:' L. Jcl to ' 10lL'>'l t:1u t. ~··:1ich a man ls 
ontltlon to hnvo , or to do , or to ro
c o lvo frail others v1lthil: tho li.dts pro
scribed bj lo.vY . 11 

.~.hero cn!l ·~o no dot'l.bt thn t t~10 ' orvico.ton ' s •. oo.a-
j'lll t~.1ont Act of 10~4 docs confer riGhts upon voto1~m1s of 
Worl d 1r II . Theao rir:hta nrc subject to do•.umc. on the 
pe.rt of such vote:.ro.ns ..... nd when cuch demand 1::: .ado ,. claim 
i co be co~sti~1tod . L O"d~r to a l o co clo.i1 ~nJfits 
tmdor tho GI . ill of .U&llt , uXC pt ouployraent b ono.f l ts , a 
man or w<.:r.lan r.mst tu:tve sorvoc 1r. tho a ctivo i'orcos of tho 
Arn;y , 1.nvy , Ur>.l,ino Corp , or Coost Guard , or one of their c o.t
pononts , at a..""ly tLao fro·1 'optor.:)or lG , 1040 , to t'1 co r-n tlon 
of ho:Jtil lties • . Io o:."' cho must have sorvoc.. n i. et: ( JO) do.~o , 
oyco~~.. 11 discho. ·ged fo:' o. disa.b :11 L7>- cuf'f Jrod in : ... o line of 
duty . oleo.se fro.1 "l.cti ve aorvico :1uz t oo under condi +.ions 
other than dishonora 'Jle . 1nployr.tent bo·1ofi te , oxco-pto6. nbo e , 
nrc froo to veterans of all '.:~1e • a.rs of tho uni ted 'Jto.tos . 

It h[!.s .JOon :10ld 1!:. t:.o case of ... orvil: v . Uni tod 
Str1:tos , 52 Pod . ( .. d) 406 , 1 . c . -110 , thot l egislntio.1 pan .. ud 
for tho benefit o:· veterans onoulJ be cons trued libe rally in 
t:1o f a vor of tho veterans s 

" \nd i.... :wo!'J.StU'in--; ~~ho quo..l'l tum of c vi
dunc .oco~snr~ to ou~tain n po~~iJ1o 
ver·u.lct for tho plni:ntL..':' , wo mus t 
be .r in nind the ro~oc. 1al ;>ui•pos o of 
tho o.L'ld a1• Veter ans ' .c t ( 3 1 1JSC. 
Soc . {21 ot so . } , ~lich t~o c >urts 
have 1•ep ... a ·odl -;,- :1olu ohou.ld bo lioornlly 
con a t:::>uod in f l' vo:... of tho vo torans • 
Un 1 t od ta to a v • .... .: 1 n a o 01. ( C • C • A • 9 ) 
20 P . ( ~<! ) 021 , 02~ ; UnitvC: .... t toe v . 
~ligh (C . v • •• • 0 ) 31 F . ( 2d ) 735 , 736 , 
cortio~·o.ri doni od 280 1 • ~ . 559 , 50 S . 
Ct . l G, 74 .d . ;c:. . 614; nitcd ~ tnto a 
v . Phi llipn (C . C. A. 8 ) ~4 F . (2d) G89 , 
692 ; lazm'f v . unitou. tntoo (C . C . A. 2 
50 f' • ( .d ) 178 • It 

Ir. t!1o co.so of I oo;>lo ox t•o l . ~!cDonough v . ills 
~ . ovo1ty Co ., 1 J2 ... . E . 236 , lt was lD ld thut loniolo.tlon that 

• 
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lr' ona.ctcd to tho bon3fi t of veternns is not t o be rc-; .r.:1od 
as :·e lief, '..,ut ns a ruco.:;ni tion of tm ob11Ga tion owin to 
those fa11in£; within t~lC 1nw ~or oervices ronde rod i r- do -
f vnso of tho ll o. tlon . 

It is our bJliof t hat tho r ec ord e r of deeds shOLl1C1 
furn ish cortifieC::. copies of records free of char3e '"her t hey 
a .• :•o to oe uood to socuro tho 1·l!;hts Granted to veterans under 
the Serviceman • ... J.oaa.j ustmont .ct of 1944 , o. .... d tha.t L~10s e 
~ri vilCGOS cons ti tuta richts of t_1e sorvice:Jo.n t o r•.1ich he 
maJ "'lake a claim upon tho :ovor:nment of the Uni tod ' tn te s as 
provided in ~ octior. 15077 , .. \ . S . Lo . 1039 . 

I • 

Gonclusion 

A r ocor dor of doecs should furnish certified cop i es 
of records free of c harge to vo toro.ns when they aro to be 
used to secure 'benefits of ·ored voter'Uls under tho Sor '- ico •. 1en ' a 
.~.(oa.djustment Act of 1944 . ....uch benefits as a r c offered under 
t i1is act are rights o.nG :..s such cons ti tuto a 11claim u pon tho 
govorrunont of tho United Statoo" oy votcr nns, ns is contemplotod 
in _<'oction 15077 , ·.1 . s • .. o . 1939 • 
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