
ELECTIONS: 
ABSENTEE 
BALLOTS: 
PERSONS I N 
MILITARY 
SERVI CE: 

Persons in military service in making 
an application for absentee ballot 
~re not required to reve~l t h 91r lo
cation, unit or rank 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Fl LED 

Hon. J.l\ tl'".,ht H . Brown 
Secrotury o vtatc 
Jeffer~OI vi~y , fuiSSouri 

Dear . lr . ro'm: 

T11ls is in renly to yours o recent date 
wherein you r equested an opini~n from thin depart
ment an the question of w· ether or not a neraon in 
milital'Y seivice when making application i"or absen
tee ballot lu requ.irod t o reveal his l occt Jon , the 
unit and rank of ~ervlco in wllich be is . 

Under ..;eotion 11517 R. S . ! o . , 19'30 , the 
Missouri voter who i s absent l'rom the state on 
election day in military or ua.val service may vote 
in the ge:1eral clectioP . Under Sectlon 115ll3 h . S . 
Lo . , -939 , .uch person , i f he ~csides in a d!strict 
whi('h 1 Cl ... ulres reg.i.st ... ution , may Iaake and si~ o.n 
af1'1t~o.vit on u form procured from the board pf olcc
tion ov • .~~J.shio .ers or othor hod:r havinr; cho.rgo of 
registration o vot-ers . In this aftidavl t he mu~t 
state h io roaaonn for boina unable to reg~r,tar and 
al so aako tho ll~RC state onts which o voter 1s ro
quireu to .mnlco ~.hen regi:;tcring in person in the 
procii~ct . 

In our reoea.rch through the lu,vs pertain
ing tq r o _,lotro.trlon we failed to 1'ind \ ere tho 
rcp13trotion offlcials , tmdor tho statuton , ure re
quired to co pel the port~ons in military nerhrice 
;\'hen makl n upplica.tlo. for an abt.entee bu.11ot to 
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r eveal their loc~ticn , unit or r ank of ce rvice . 

Under ... ect i on 1151 .~ i t i s provided that 
such per~ons may ~ke appl ication in per son or by 
ail for en ab:ientec ballot 4 Th i s section does not 

require that s l!c! .. ;:e1 son revea l hi s l ocatlon , unit 
or rank of ser v ice . 

Under ~ection 11 520 t he clerk , upon re
cei:>t of t he a ppl icat ion , shall send t he ballot to 
t he addrcsn indicated r y the O.P!1licn.nt . •rh:\.s sec 
t ion docs no L compel t t e npplic~ nt to r eveal hi s 
location , unit or rank of se l vice . 

Lnder sai d Sectlo11 11 520 t he o"'f icio.l en
velop "or the r~turn of t! e "'allot to t~e ol ect t on 
o ~~icie.l e co'".~tains a n af~ida.vit in the fo l l < \"i ng 
l o.ngUU38 ! 

"A F I D ... V:T . 

St ate of ) 
C , .) s s . 

ount y of ------~ 

I , , do solennly s\reo.r 
t hat I t _vc re~ idcd i n t~e state of 

for on~ \Ihol e year next before -, -t.:..!t":""":"'in- 8 
t h is affidavit , und have res~ded in 
_ count~,. (or city as t he case .tr.aY--:-b-e""")
for 1or e tl,un r i :rt y days prior t o t hic 
date and tL ... t I a.m i n 11 res-nects a dul y 
qualif i ed elector of t ownship (or 
ward ) ; t hat I reoide at ; t hat 
l a~ n , and that because of ~ 
dut !es I a~ r equi red t o ~~ ~bscnt from~ 
voti ng , recinct i n rr~ ca id county ( or 



Hon. Dlv i ·ht Ir. rown - 3- September 16 , 1942 . 

city as the case may be ) on the dey of 
election to be held , 19 ____ , 
and have had and vnll have no opnortunity 
to vote t hereat and that I have not voted 
and uill not vote elsewhere at this ele~
tion. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~' Subscribed and zworn to before •n.e 
t~is day of , 1 9 ___ r 

----~~--~------- ' !Toto.ry . " 

Referring to sa i d Section 11520 it will 
be not e d that t he l awmakers have stated that t he 
affidavit quoted above sh,, ll be subotantial l y in 
t hat fora . Of course , 1: tho affidavit is made 
before a civil officer then a s trict oom~linnce 
with said Jection 11520 would require the affiant 
t o reveal the state and county in which t he affi
davit is 1Jade . Since t he State perMits . and since 
this department has r uled that the affidavit may 
be made befor e any a r my of ficer with t he r anJt of 
capt a in or above or any navy of f icer with th~ rank 
of ensign or above , then we t h ink .""hat t his said 
Section 11520 would be substantially complied with 
by the affidavit r~ owing t hat it is taken betore 
one of the aforesa id officers . · 

CONCLUSION 

From t he foregoing i t is the opinion of 
t his depart ment that persons in military or naval 



- 4- September lo , 1942 . 

scr\ ice muy r.ml:c a.p")licution !or ar~.d vote a.J, absen
tee t.ullot b:f f oi:1 ·oefore an army off:J cc1 ri t h the 
r ank of Cllpt a i n or a.·t.ov e or an~- nav~ of ... ice1 Hi th 
the ran~ of ansi ·n >r aLove for the Ullose or 
m'leuring to t'.c :f'1~1davit on tLt. o11.vel C'- contnininr; 
the t.. bscnt ee bullot and j '1 coP''Iliance \ i th the J>l 'O
viui ns of ~ect .... un 1152a . te ..t.'Ul tiler 'uuli eve that 
t his soction 1 :-- substar:.tic..lly Cv ii lied \. l tl when 
it is av.orn thc.t t.he oath is C.d .inistule<.! before 
tho above nwntio wd nll i tn.1y or naval ot fice1 o . 

TYn~ ·•r o L 1_,"}!r!1Ql ~ 

~LsDiDtant ~ttorney-Gcneral 
11.P 
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