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MOTOR VEHICLES : Dealers in motors only not 
required to r egister a s " dealer" 
Registration of recons t ructed 
motor vehicle . 

February 1st , 1939. ?-' D 

F l LED 

Honorable .;wight H. Brown , 
Secr0t ary of St ate , 
Jefferson City , ~i ssouri . 

Dettr ui r : 

/~ 
Thi s will a cknowledge receipt of your letter 

or January 26th, 1939 , which reads as follows: 

"I have been asked for an opinion or 
ruling on the matter a s to wheth~r or 
not individuals, f irms or corporations 
a r e requir ed to have a deal er ' s license 
i n order to sell, tra de or barter engines 
or motors 

In the event you rule t llat individual s , 
firms or corpora tion a re not required to 
have a dealer' s license , t hen what duty , 
i t any, is pl aced upon this department with 
respect to i ssuing certificates of title 
and assi gni ng numbers? That i s t o s~y , 
shal l we require of the purchaser of a motor· 
or an engine f r om an i ndividual, f irm or 
corporation a nota rized bill of sale or 
an assigned title . 

You will find att a ched hereto a copy of 
a part of a letter i n which t hi s reque s t 
was made . I believe this is a questi on for 
your department and ki ndly request that 
you f avor me with an opinion concerning 
the same . " 



Hon. Dwight H. Brown - 2 - February 1s t , 1939 . 

We shall not se t out the letter attached 
to your reques t , since your l etter sufficiently embodie s 
t he questions . 

to be: 
Section 7759 , R. S.l~~o . 19!i , defines a "dealer" 

"Any person , fi~, corporation , asso
ciation , agent o r subagent engaged i n the 
sale or exchange of new, used or re
constructed motor vehicles or t raile r s . " 

Section 7764, R. S . Lo. , 1929, provides: 

"All * * * * dealers shall, i nstead of 
registering each motor vehicle * * * * 
dealt in, make applica tion upon a blank 
to be furnished by the commissioner for 
a distinctive number ·tor all the motor 
vehicles O\vned or contr olled by such 
' ' ¥ * dealer , * * * *" 

Section 7773 R. S.Mo . 1929 , provides for dealers 
to make certa in monthly r eports covering each motor vehicle 
sol d by s ai d dealer during sai d month. 

Thus , we see tha t all through the act t he pro
visions ar e only conditioned to appl y to dealers in motor 
vehicles . 

~ motor vehicle i s defined in Section 7759 , R.s . 
W.o., 1929 , as , "any self-propelled vehicle not operated ex
clusively on t racks ." A vehicle i s defined by thi s section 
t o be "any mechanical device on wheels , designed primarily 
for use on highways , except t hose propelled by human power , 
or t hose used exclus i vely on trac~s . " Dr awing t hese de 
finitions toget her we s ee that a mot or vehicl e i s : a self 
propelled mechanical device on wheels , designed pri marily 
f or use on highways , and not used exclusively on tracks. 
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Unl er no construction can a person who deals in 
motors only be said to be a de aler in motor vehicles . 
Consequently , the provisions of Section 7764 and 7773 , supra , 
cannot be made applicable to said persons. 

heaching this conclusion necessitates an answer 
to your second question . This answer is found 1~ t he de
f inition of a "reconstructed motor vehicle" in Section 775~ , 
supra , and the terms of Section 7751 Laws 1933- 34 p . 9~. 

A reconstructed motor vehicle is defined as: 

"A motor vehicle which shall have been 
assembled or constructed bf means of new 
or used essential parts * * * or whiCh 
if originally otherwise constructed shall 
have been materially alt ered * * * * £[ 
the ~ddition or substitution of new or 
used essential parts . -----

The pl acing or a new motor in a motor vehi cle 
i s reconstruction withln the meaning of t his definition. 

Section 7761 , supra , dir ects t he commi ssioners 
to do certain things , with reference to registration of 
motor vehicles , and i s as follows: 

".!!.ivery owner of a motor vehicle 
or trailer, which shall be · operated or 
driven upon the highways of this state , 
shall except as herein otherwise ex
pressly provided , cause to be filed , by 
mai l or otherwise , in the office of t he 
commi ssioner , an applicat i on for regis
trat ion on a blank to be furnished by the 
commiss i oner for t hat purpose , containing: 
(1) a brief description of the motor 
vehicle to be registered , including t he 
name of the manufacturer , t he motor number 
and character, and amount of motive power, 
s t ated in figures of horsepower ; (2 ) the 
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name, residence and business address 
or t he owner of such motor vehicle; 
( 3) i f said motor vehicle be a com
mercia l vehi cl e t he· weight of t he 
vehicle and it s r ated capacity of 
live l oad , i n pounds or seating 
capacity; (4) i f such motor vehicle 
be a specia l ly constructed or recon
structed motor vehicle , t he applica 
tion shall so state and t he owner 
ahall furnish t he commi ssioner such 
addi tional i nformation as he shall 
require . " 

Cl ause tour (4) of t hi s section authorizes 
t he commissioner t o obtain f rom the ovmer ot a recon
structed motor vehicle any additional i nformation he 
may requi·re i n order t hat said vehi cle may be properly 
registered . 

~fuen t be essential part used i n a recon
structed motor vehicle is t he motor, the Commissioner 
is directed ~Y Section ??Sla, Laws of 1g35 , p . 299 , to 
obtain certai~ information bef or e he registers sai d re
constructed vehicle . The terms of this section are 
clear and need no comment . 

CONCLUSION 

Therefore , it is our opinion that a person 
dealing i n and selling motors only , even though capable 
of use i n motor vehicles , is not r equired to be registered 
as a dealer under the Liotor Vehicle Act. Tha t when such a 
motor i s purcha sed and pl aced in a vehicle such reconstructed 
motor vehicle is required t o be registered by t he owner 
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ther eof, and that Section 7?8l a , supra , sets for th 
what information t he Commi ssi oner is t o obt ain from the 
applicant tor registeri ng before he r egisters sai d re con
structed motor vehicle . 

At PROVED: 

J . E. TAYLOR 
(Acting) At torney General . 

LLB:RV 

Respectfully submi tted , 

LAWRENCE L. BR.;DLEY , 
Assi s t ant Attorney General. 


