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BULL FI GHTS % Whomsoever shall use any designs to ttr~ct, 
provoke, harass or torment any bull shall be 
gullty of ba i t ing a bull. ~he g i ving of any 
enter ta i nment known as Corr ida De Toros 
(Running of the Bul ls) i s prohib ited . 

t .. r a . Not <... . Brown 
4th nt ~houteau 

t . Louis , .He eour1 

e (lr :.:rs . ... own1 

October 8 1 1936 

Thi s wil l aeknowlodge rec e i p t of your request f or 
nn o n ion, wh · eh r eads ns f oll owss 

"I om wonting t o l)Ut on en enter
ta : nment t o re .:..se l·unc a t o carry 
on .. he work of '.e l co1\e Inn anc 
huve una or eons10e ration, th l.s 
Corr1da . e Toros . 

I want to know ·r you wi1l be kind 
enough t o give me an p inion na 
to whether this would b e 9e~tt
e d under our St ate Laws , and re
t urn ~his copy to me f or my files . " 

Ap €nded to your request is copy o f a l e tter ex
pla1n l ng the ent~tainment t o be f i ven by t~e iaz rnusem~nt 
Corpora tion, which r eads as f ol l ows s 

" CORh •.Dft v.:. TOL;\OS 

1 . PROLOGUE . Music p lay l ng t he 
na t1onnl an theme of J\meriea m d 

ex1 co . ! ol low lng 7h 1s t here will 
be a procession of Matadors nnd 
their attendants , 1nol ud1ng hors es 
i n f ull rega l1n , into ond around 
t he ar ena , said proooa ~ion to be 
necom~anied by pan lsh music . 

h s r ort1on o the nrogrrun malate 
a very beou+l!ul and owe- i nspir ing 
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introduction ~or t~ main e vent. 
P! ter all such fo~lities have 
be~n compl eted, t he Matadors ond 
their a ttendants take t heir 
appointed places in and ar ound 
t he arena . 

2 . . Bugl es then h et-nl d the zna 1n 
a ttraction. and the gates are 
thrown op en perrn1tt~ng the bull 

· to rush into the ring. .A n 
ae crurate and deeer1Jt1ve picture 
of a nanlsh tlu~ i ~ !s t hen enacte~ !n t he ~ng, thout t he 
sl~test cruelty t o an7 of the 
an l a . ( 'l'he flrs t part of an 
a:.thentic : pan l sh Bull :: ight 
co:mmonl y known as :.he Picador 

ct, is omitted as 1n this act 
horses are uaod anc. we wish t -o 
·obvia te any chanc-e of injury t o 
t he horses or the mon. ) ~here
f ore , lnstearl of uslng horses 
the ~·~a tadors use t he black nnd 
r &d capes to l ead oh the bulls . 
!he per formAnce ~ ts~lf l-" very 
thrilling giving a wondertu1 
d ! s p l ay of art : s t 1o foot?lork 
nn6 agil i ty on the part of the 
Matador s nnC their attendant s . 

3. Plac i ng of 3ander 1lleros . 
Ins te-ad of the real baxwerUlero 
darts, which~dq rts are uaeo t o 
wenken and enrage ... he bull • we 
use a beau t ifully Je~ora ted 
dar t wi t h a vacuum eup on the 
end. ~he darts may thus be 
thrown, and fasten themse l ves 
upon t he bull without i n any 
wo.y causing h!m phyo1J1ea l i n-
J ry or harm. 

4 . '!he M&i t ador then br ings the 
event to a c~~x b7 ski1rQlly 
maneuvering the bul.l into po
sition and then makes the point 
of contact (with rubber sword) 
where the mulet a 1s p1aced at 
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the back of the neck6 termlna• 
t : ng the bull f1~ ht . 

The net above descr i ~ed l asts 
abou t twenty minutes . The bul l 
is r e t i red f rom the arena cnd 
l a t er sold 6 a s he same bull 
is nover used tw~ce f or any 
act--al t hough these bulls are 
spec .al ly bred f or thi a pur
; ose, are ver y powerful ana i n 
no way are i njured or exhaus ted 
by an act of such short dura
tion. •.ll an · mala are well 
taken ' are ot and are under a 
veter ~nar 1an' s care at all 
t :mes . " 

October s . 1936 

The question as t o whet her or not t he entertaLnment 
that you desire to put on, to enabl e you to raise f unds to 
carry on t ho work of \le leome Inn. turna U:?On t he construction 
of ~ ection 4397 , R.s . Mo . 1929 , r e l ating to bull baiting. 

a l d - eet ion reads as f ollows: 

"Any person who shall ~eep or 
use , or 1n any wny bo connect
e d wi th or : n t or ost e_ i n the 
mana r ament or, or shall receive 
money ... or t he admiss ion of any 
pers on to, any pl ace kept or 
used f or the purpose of flgbt-

ng or ba iting a~ bull, benr, 
dog , cock or other creature, 
and any per son Who shtlll en
cour age, a d or as sist or be 
present ther ea t , or who shall 
per mi t or suff er nny pl ace be
longing to htm or under h l s 
cont rol to be so kept or us e • 
sha ll, on conviction thereof , 
be cuilty of • ml sdemeanor. " 

In l n t erpr e t l ng sa t d ~ oct1on, we construe the wor d 
"ba1t .:ng" o.s mean ing t o ~rovoke , ho.raa s 6 torment, perse cut e 
and exasper ate . In this r es pect, your att ention t s directed 
t o he -:!e.f1n1t 1on of "ba iting" a s g i ven by ~ouv1er ' s Law 
' 1ct1onary, Pa Ge 317, wh ' ch r eeds as f ol1owsz 



~rs . Nat s. Brown -4-

"to bait a . to attack with vio
l ence; t o nrovoke and harass" 

Oc t ober a. 19~6 

·· abater's New Inter national Dictionary in defining the 
word "ba t1ng" states : 

''to ,;erseeute. haraae or tormont; 
to exas per ate with r epeated att empts'' 

·n the ease ot vta te ex r el Crow vs . t enn1a Canty. 207 
'.~o . 439 , t he upreme -:ourt had before i t : or consi deration 
t he enjo i ning of respondents from giving a publ i c bull fight 
(ln an arena prepar ec f or that purpose on the promises of 
larrett Realty ~ompany) . -n the lower court, a hear i ng w a 

hod an' the f inding wets ha f or the responeents and n decree 
was en tered dissolving a temporary injunction mac c ism1s s : ng 
the bill . hereafter, in uo time, the attorney cenernl 
np eal ed the ease t o the upreme Court, whi ch court hQl d 
that the low~r court erred in isml • o1ng the l')et1t1on an ~ in 
r efusing t o perpetually enj oin the Jerrett Real tJ Company 
from permlt ing the uae of t ts perml s es f or the holc inc of 
bull .fi~hts and directing the lower court to r eins t ate tba 
oase end enter a decree nerpetual ly enjoining Barrett Rea l t y 
Conmnny .from holding bull fights 1n Qnd upon t ts ;rem: sea. 
In so doing, the court rulo~ t hat t he gi ving of ~ull fights, 
under the facta, was a public nuisance, debasing in ita 
charact er and debauching 1n its lnf luenee on r')Ubl i e morals . 

The evidence developod cy the State ten~ei t o show that, 
at ~ he beglnnin{ of the performance, t.here woe a ':larade around 
the srena with bull fi .. hters 1n t pan1oh costume a . leading 
horses and nft er re t iring, one o£ the gates w s opened ond a 
bull was l et i n . The evldonee d1scloeed that the bul1 came 
in in a run anC a jump . It waa also developed thnt several 
mon were s t anc lng around fully dressed f or t he occas i on called 
mataoors with reJ cloaks ana caoea and aa soon as the bull 
entered, his a t tention was attraete to one of hese men, who 
had hrown hls cloak 1n the face of the bull and then jumped 
away . :··r om tlme t o time. eeeh of t he men psrtioipanta went 
through the same p erformanee . 

ftor eaoh d l spl ay, one of the men would bo through 
~he form of k1ll !ng the bull with a cane. as the sword i s 
thrown in the 'exlcan am ~panish nrena but the bull waa 
not, in fact, stabbed, killed or ~njured b y the act . The 
a g1l t ty ane qu lck footwork on the oar t of the ma t ador tend-
ed to excite and madden the bull so that he would rush around 
the arona , a t tempting to ore ono of +hem. Uoon one occaa l on, 
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one o£ the matadors was gored and smash e d against the s 1de 
of ~ he arena. Various "escapes " were 1n parts of tho arena 
behind which the matadors woul d dodge when t oo close ly pursued 
by the bulla and the man who was 1njured was try ing to get 
behi nd one ot' them when he was ro~ed. 

Lnother matador was a ttacked by he bull curing thi s 
perf ormance and knocked to the ground and was i n great danger of 
being kUleJ but Qllother matador come to hi'S assistance. ther eby 
a ttracting the attention of : he bull. The bull was kept 1n t he 
arena f i f teen or twenty minutes . 

The f acts .f'urther reveal ed that other bulls were 
brought 1n, from time to time , a nd acted in the same manner as the 
f i rst bull.. The bulle were great1y i.nt'ur1ate..i and woul d snort 
and bellow when eherg1ng the men . The evidence further reveal -
ed that t hes e b~a were ra1seJ f or flght 1ng purpoaea and none 
other . 

~nalyzing the facts as presented by the r esume of the 
pr oposed enterta i nment with the f a c ts a a j ust previously set 
out, we f ind i n the pr oposed entertainment that in t he be gi nn
ing of the a ttrac tion, bu£_-l.ea her a l d the main attraction and 
the gates are to be thrown open , p~1tt1ng a bull t o rush 
1n the r !ng. Practically 1dent1c~l to the racta aa pres ented 
in the above c i ted case . ~e also note that the metadora a r e 
to use bl a Ck and red onpos _to l ead on t~e bulla and that the 
performance i tselt compels a dlsplay of artisti c f ootwork and 
a~_ ility on t he part or the matadors and their attend-ants . 
Tbus , : t may be •~en that the facts i n the proposed entertain
ment ue analagoua w1 th the f acta 1n the above c 1 t ed case ex
c ept that r ed cloaks and capes are used instead of black and 
r od capes . 

In the f ourth paragraph of the reaume of the pr oposed 
ent ertainment. 1t 18 s tat ed tha t t he cl imax to the event i a 
had by akilll'ul.ly maneuver ing the bu11 1n position wher e the 
point of eon tact i s made with a I"Ubber a r d, thus terminating 
the bull :fight . 'The fncts stated in t he above case r evea l 
t hat !nsteae of a rubb&r sword being use d, a c ane was us eJ to 
GO through the f orm of k11~1nE; t he bull. 

You w111 also note from ~e facts of the ease cit ed 
above . t hat the bull is kep t 1n t he ar-ena .fifteen or twenty 
mi nutes an d t hen. a gain• in the resume of the proposed ento~ 
t a l nment , you wi ll note that the act descr ibed l asts about 
twenty min· t ea anc -he bull l s r etired f rom t he a rena . 
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It ia to be noted f rom the racta cited 1n the above 
case that ;he bul~a were produced f or f ight ing purposes end 
non e other a !Xi tba t t ho fae ts or t he resume of the proposed 
entertatnment state that the bulla are esp&clally bred f or 
th: a purpose. 

'lhe court 1n t he above caae 1n d1Jsou.sing wbat was 
deemed to be a public nui sance stated on Page 449: 

"any act whl eh : a an offenae a ga inst 
t he publ i c or der. comm~n good and 
publ ic de cency or moral s , or aey 
public exhibition w~ 1 ~b tenda t o 
corrupt ~he mora l s , t o disturb 
t he peace or he Emoral order-
and we1fare of soc · ot7• i s a pu bl i c 
nu .!.sance j ~ ·::- -:~. " 

~bon aga _n~ on Pa ge 450~ t he ~ourt aai dz 
I 

n Aoeord1ng to the evicence 1n th · s 
case there c:an be no .:i oubt but 
what the bull-f'ighta in so far as 
t he bulls wore eoneomeJ were 
genuine f~hts ond partook of 
the feroc i ty and brutality whi ch 
has ever characterized tbem 1n 
Cpa i n and Mexico. Two ma t adors 
wero knocked down end injured 
more or leas by ~he bulls t he 
f1rat n Lght, and m:fht have been 
seriously injured or killed 
had i t not been f or th~ t i mely 
arr ival and a.aa!atnnee of tleir 
associa tes; and two othera 
were knocked down, one of them 
a c Pazy mnn. but bo th e scaped 
i n jury, t hrough the aas1S.nce 
of t be :r follows. 

t· .• h l l e : t l s true 7he evi~ enee 
d :.s c l oses thnt t.be matadors 
di d not use he sword. as l s 
the pr a ctice i n Sn a in m d 
l~exieo in such .f1Shts, nor 
• nfl i et inj~y or d a th up-
on t he bull s ,. yet tha t very 
l.·act mode 1 t moro hazardous ond 
c ongeraua f or the matadors. 
I f t hey hAd been f urni shed 
wi th swor ds they woul c have 
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been more abl e to · have s top ed 
the mad · car eer of t he lntur :.a t-6 ..... 
bull~ and theroby es caped he 
deadly charge of the Socorro 
brute, without relyi ng exclu
e1vely upon ~he t :mely arrival 
and prompt aas l atance of the .lr 
f ellow mata ~·ors. or the conven
ient 'es capes' e reetel along 
the wall of the ar ena .. 

"The managers in d1aal'mi n t t hose 
poor bull-f ighters en~ p l aclng 
them in the arena wi t h thon 
nu1t: bu1la were nlmos t 1f not 
quito as [U~ lty of o:J greet a 
··zo lme a s the .. omans were i n 
anc :.ent .. !mos . who threw the 
c r1mlna1s and ;br ~st 1nna into 
the publ i c arena wit h t he wile 
be~s t o be t orn to oi eeea and 
killed by ttem f or ~he edifice 
nnd axusem&nt of the morbid and 
viclous popul a ce . 

"'l~dsy ~he matadors : nve modern
ized tho arona nnd :-ee.-lc cd t ho 
fiE)lt~ng l!P"goly t o o :Jclonce. 
a nd when prope r l y nrmeC. they can 
defend thans ol vos w1 t h some de
gree of aat e ty, but when d i s
armed they are pl a ced back on 
an er..a ct plane ond equn 1 t ty w1 th 
the unfortunn t e Rom.nns • e xc ept 
t ber have t he ' escapes' behind 
which the,- mo.,- retreat i f they 
a re quiek and dexter-oue or ourh 

Qctobezo a. 19&6 

t o evade t h o swift cmd mad char ge 
of t h e 1ntur1ated bullJ otherwl ae 
he Iml8t shore tho s ame gory f&t e 
as t he RQmQns of old• tf pere~~nce 
same aa soclate ~oes not 1n he 
n ick o f t~e d i vert h1a attention 
from him by a red .flag. But 1n 
e lther event ond under the most 
f avorab l e c lrcumstancea and when 
t he mat adors ore pr operl,- armed 
w: th swords th~y are o.ften killed 
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or .:.njured, aa every ono knowa os 
a matter of h lstory and common 
knowledge • 

.. The State l a deeply i nterested 
in t- he l~vea arxi well b e i ng of a ll 
her o1t1zens. and of those who 
come wt thin her bordel'e • and much 
more so than she 1a 1n the lives 
on~ s afety o~ the bulla . bo 
1mmun1 ty of tho bull f rom punl s}l... 
ment under the system of fighting 
aa shown by the evidence 1n -hia 
case i s no manner or degree lessen
ed the interest of the State in 
the l i ves ond limbs of tho men 
wh o were onsacod 1n those h 1t:,h.l.J" 
dangerous combats and strugslee. " 

~ONGLU~ION 

October 8 • 19:56 

In lit;.ht of t he above , lt . s the O,pinion of thie depart
ment t ha t whomsoever shall u se any designs . to attract, pr ovoke, 
harass or torment any bull shall be guilty of batting a bull • 

.. e further conclude tha t the g1v1ng of such Cl pub l i c 
entertatnment 1 such as bas been lnd1catod by t he facta subm1ttod, 
is a public nuiannce, such that mny be e.njoine~ by tho proper 
aut horities whose duty · t ls ~o protect the people :r~ such 
nuisancea. 

APFROVU>a 

J L 1N .1. BJP ! N, Jr 
(! ot :ng ) ~ t . orney . eneral 

Res pectfully submitted, 

RUSSELL C • • TONE 
Aa s 1stant Attorney General 


