
MOTOR ... VEHICLE S: ssenger cars mfilnufactured. ~ssemb~.ed ~nd 
. -·- .... ld after January l; 1936, must be ~qu1ppea- · -

t h "safety gl a ss." ' 
ucks need 'not be equipped with ''safety glass" 

passengers are not carried for hire. 

October 26. 1935. ( () -7-'i 

FILED 

Hon rable Dwight • Brovm 
sec etary or stat 

II 
Jef ,erson Cit7, ssour1 

This is t a cknowl edge your letter dated October 
21 , 1915, as toll 

•we ar enclosing a copy of House Bill 
176 pe taining to safety glass in 
motor ehiclea. we qu-Ote a letter 
which s .received tn.i s morning a ak1ng 
tor an 1nterpr,tat1on or the law aa 
to whe her or not 1t a pplies to 
trucks: 

rd1ng to House Bil l 1176 
tly passed, the State of 

1 requ1res safety glau 
1 vehicles aold on and 

January 1st, 1936. 

our interpreta t1on of the 
t or this law. i t applies 
t o pa ssenger cars and buaee, 
ot to trucks . 

' Wil you kindly eontirm the 
abov ~ or give ua your interpre• 
tat1 n of this l aw'/ ' 

give us your opi nion on this 
a a we re having quite a number ~ 
inqu1r ea. " 



Hon ·I Dwight H. Br wn October 26, 1935. 

House Bil No. 176, rererred to in rour letter. ia 
rounli i n Le.ws or U ssouri , 1935, pages 295 to 29'7. and eaid 
Act, Section 2, provides as tollowa: 

•tt ltla~l be unlawful arter January 
first, nineteen hundred and th1rt7-
six. eell in the State or 111ssour1,. 
any mo or veh1c le , nBnut'ac tured or 
assemb ed after said date, and de ­
signed tor the purpose or carr71n6 
pasae~rs. unle ss such vehicle be 
equipp in all doors. windows. rear 
window and windah1el4a with aatet7 
g laaa. 

A reading of tbe abon section ahowa that &nJ JBOtor 
vehicle designed o:r th• Wtio" !!. carrziy paasena•r• 
muat be equipped .....-.& e ~!&ea. 1 A paaaenger automo-
bile.~ a dea1gne4 manutacttred) primarily tor t he purpoae 
or c rying aee era ltlile a truck is designed (manu­
tac t ed) f or e purpoae ot carr,.ing .e:opertz. 

Section '7159 . R. s. ~. 1929 . det1nea •motor vehicle• 
as tc:>llowa: 

• •MotoJt vehicle.' Any selt-propelle4 
veh1cl~ not operated exclusively upon 
tracks• except farm tractora. • 

Webater's New Internati onal Dictionary defines 
"dea~gn • - "1'o 'roduce o. ache me or plan tor the making ot 
anyt~1f16.• 

If the manufacturer ot an au thomobile primarily 
desi$ned a vehicle tor the purpose ot carrying paesengera . 
then that vehic le would have t o have the •aatety glaaa. • 
If a motor vehicl~was primarily designed ror the purpose 
or c rrying treig t or prtoperty, then 1 t would not have 
to ve "safety ~ ae.• However, any vehicle (truck. bua 
or aaenger carJ used for t he ~pose ot carr.Jing passenger• 
fer re mus t be quipped with aaf'ety glaaa. • -



Hon • Dlr'ight B. 

Section 1 or said Act prondes aa t"ollowa: 

•I t ~11 be unlawt'ul after· lanuarJ 
firat. nineteen hundred and th1Pt7-
a1z. operate on any public high-
~ or street. in this atate. a 
motor cle reg1.atere4 in the State 
ot" Mia uri. anutaot ured or aaeea­
bled a ter eaid date. de•1g:ne4 or 
uaed r the purpoM or oarr,1Dg 
paasengers tor hire . or dea1gne4 OP 
uaed tor the purpo .. or e&rJ71Dg 
aohool children. unleea suoh vehicle. 
be eq~pped in all doors. windows ·and 
rindehielda with eatety glau.• 

Fo:r a det~n1t1on or the word "paue~er• w -1nv1te 
70ur attention to iState v. Rector. 40 s. w. (24) 639. . 

Froll the above it 1a our op1n1on t hat a motor 
vehicle deai~d tor tbl purpose ot car171ag h-eight w 
property. au aa a truck. would not !:ave to be equipped 
with "aatet7 glaae.• 

rollr •a 
Section 4 ot the Act. which provides in part aa 

"The J cret&J7 or stat e * • ~ • • 
aball ~t laJnle a license tor &D7 
motor ~h1e-le unleea auoh motor 
vehicl.. 1e equipped aa proT1de4 1J1 
the act. with auch approvecl t7Pea ot 
eatety glaaa.• • 

would be autbor1 on the part or the seoreta17 ot State 
to r quire a at& ment trom eyer, peraon aeek1ng to reg1e­
ter motor Yehle e that same waa equipped with "aatet7 
glaa .• and it no ao e qu1npe4. then an att14av1t that 
aai d vehicle •• ot <1e5~d tor ~ pur£ae 2!:. oarrz1:! 

ea era or •l Telilcr.-waa not algned or wou 4 
e u or t he pUJ-pose ot e&rl71D8 paaaengera tor h1Pe, 



!fon Dwight H • .Br 

The r•qu1 
auggeated. 

Department t 
pra. 

ng of a statement or a1't14av1t. aa 
a all that is neceasaJ7 on the part ot 
comply with the provisions ot section 

Ja mes L . HornBostel 
Assistant AttorneJ-General 

- ~ . . 


