
..,)Lll7t P u J.O!~ : Interpretation of Section 9452 , 
• [, . 0 . 1 ~ ·~2 
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FILED 

l~cn . Charles T. Bl oodworth , Jr . 
Pro .. ~cutlng k•ttorney 
Popl ar ~luff , hi . s ouri 

Dear ir . ;,1ooc orth : 

9 
n11s will ackno~lodt e receipt of your l etter 

of June 26 , 1942 , ln which you req1est an opinion 
baf:ed on the foll owil'l,f: statement of facts : 

"A 11 an \,l o has been on the blind 
pension roll of tho ~tate of 
Mi ~ aouri hae requested ~e to seek 
an opinion from you concerninr 
the amount of visibill ty w1 aicn , 
i f a person hcs , shall keep him 
off the bl ind pension rolls of the 
:tate of kiesour1 . 

11 I do not know whether your de 
part :nent has an opinion of thls 
kind , but i f you do have I would 
a~preciate a copy of i t so that l 
may advise t he gentleman . He h a 
been on the pension roll and was 
recentl y taken from the pension 
rolls becauae , as was stated to~ , 
he had t oo ~uch vlslblllty to 
qualify under the blind pension 
law. 11 

Sec tion 9452 , R. S . lUesouri, 19;')9 , fixe s 
the vision teet f or applicants for blind ponslone . 
~ is section 1 ~ as foll ow. : 
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" llo p .-rson shall l)e entitled to 
a pension un0er t his article 
ho ha~ vision with or 'f'it1"~o·.tt 

proper adju~te, r lnP~e s greater 
than what is known es li ~ht per
ception; that liGht perception 
ae u sed in this section means not 
ore vision than 1 ~· t 1ff ici~n t only 

to distinguie.h li ~ht fro~ darkness 
and reeognire the motion (not the 
for~ ) of the hand of t he examiner 
at a distance not greator than one 
foot fro~ the eye; anc no person 
shall be entitl ed to rece i ve a 
pension e xcept upon scientific vis
ion test E' ... '") ortod by the certificate 
of n corpetent oculi ot, that such 
pPr~on d oe~ not poesess a reater 
vision th~ thn t provided a ove in 
t i$ section ; and evory person pasc
inc the vision t est and having the 
o ~her qualification~ prov i ded in 
thi ~ art:cle shall be entitled to 
receive a pension of three hundred 
(,300 . 00) doll ars per annum , payablP 
q •.1a rterl y . " 

The fore~o1n~ seftlon is cl Gar and unamblcuous 
and from its ter ms , it seems apparent t.,at a person 
who can dis tinguish between light and darlmess and 
recor ni?.a s the ~~tion of n ~and at a distance greater 
than twelve i nches f r om tho eye is not entitled t o 
receive a blind pension. 

Respec t fully subnltted , 

\'.' . " . JACK~OU 

AFPROVED : 
As eistnnt Attorney General 

V AM~J C • 'll.J h.LO 
(Acting) Atto"ney Ceneral 
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