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This department acknow1edaes r eceipt of your 
recent letter i n which you request t he opinion of this 
of fice on eortain questions . Your letter 1•oads as follows: 

"The ~ ounty Court or )ent t.ounty, 
Mi s s ouri a ;a i r ea t he opinion of y01.1r 
office on tho authority of Specia l 
R~ad Co~issioners appointed under 
chapter 46 , article 10, Revised 
Statute s of Missouri 1939. On the 
followin~ points, towit: 

"1. In the, appoi ntment of a 
treasur er f or the Special Road 
Distric t does the commissioners 
have any authority to pa~ said 
treasurer a salary ~ 

"2 . Do said commissioners havo 
authority to appoint one or their 
number as t reasurer and pay such 
co.~iss loner as t reasurer n. sa~ary . 

"3. Does said c omci s sioners have 
authority to pay one of tho c om
missioners for lab or done for and 
material fUPni s hed to the Special 
«oad District. other than actual 
expens e s of said commissioners inn 
the performance of their duties . 
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follows: 
action 8679, a . s . 1 o . 1 939, p:ovides as 

"Said board ma· a ppoint a troasuror 
and fix the o.mount of his bond nnd 
pr oscribe his duties, which Daid 
bond s11all be f1lod in the office of 
the clerk of tho county court .n 

There is no statuto contain1d in \rticle 10, 
Chapter 46, specifically providinG for the payment of a 
salary to the treasurer of a spacial road district orba
nized thoreundor . Unless t he statute proscrioes such a 
salary the sorvico as tro~surer is doomed to be gratuitous . 
The followi ll6 statement of this rule appeara in Noda way 
County v . Kidder, 129 S . \, • ( ~) 85 '1, 1 . c • 860 : 

"11ho eoneral rule is that the rendi
tion of services by a public off1c Jr 
io deo .. tod to bo gr a tu tous, unloot~~ a 
c ompensation therefor is provided by 
statuto . I.t tho statute provide~! co:n
ponsation in a particular n odo or 
manner, t non t ho o_ficor is c onfined 
t o that r~or and ls entitled to no 
other or further <.t OtJlpenaation or to 
o.nj- different 11odo of s ecur ing sru.1e . 
Such sta tutes, too must be strictly 
cons trued aa agains t the off'icor . 
S tate ox rel. Evan3 v. Gordon, 245 Mo . 
12, 28, 149 8 . VJ . 638; Klng v . (iver
lnnd Lavoo Diet., 218 Lo . App . 490 , 
493, 279 s . l" . 195, 196; Stato ox rel . 

odekilb; v . i'cCrn.clron, 60 l..o . A.pp . 
650 , 656 . 

"It i s -.ell ostabl1shod that a public 
officer claiuing compensation for 
of ficial dut1oo porfor~od mus t point 
out tho statute authorizing such pay
t~ent . s tato •.l." rol . Buder v . liD ckmann. 
305 ...... o . 342 6 265 ~ . \i . 53Z, 534; State 
ox r el . Linn County v • . .dam.s , 172 uo. 
1, 7 , '72 s . v . 655; · ill.iamn v . Char iton 
County , 8b ~o. 645 . " 
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The s ocond and thir d questions contained in 
your 1nqu1ry aro ansnored by two opinions enclosed hero
with, one datod October 7, 1~42 , to non. V, ilson J.J . Hi l l, 
and one dated June 18 , 1935, diroc t od to non. G. Logan 
Jlarr . 

The abovo and foregoi ng c onstitutes t he opi n i on 
of this department . 

HCLu~G 

APPRO~D: 

VA.l~.t. C . THU • ..uO 
(Acting) lttornoy General 

Respec t fully suUmitted . 

HALP H C • L..'\SULY 
Assistant Attorney General 


